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IDLS2018 Training Day 2018
Monday 29th October
At this year's IDLS2018 Training Day, we will be
offering 7 full-day courses. The number of attendees
for each course will be for from 20 to 50 delegates.
Attendance of the Training Day has to be booked
through the IDLS2018 registration system.

Please meet in the Golden Foyer

Courses available are...
• The Integration of Strategic and Tactical networks
to support operational C2
• Introduction to the VMF over Combat Net Radio
Tactical Data Link
• The Beginners Guide to Tactical Data Links
• Operational Characteristics and
Implementation of Link-22
• The Future of Link-16 has arrived
• Network Management - A Process not a Product
• Managing the Tactical Bridge

You can read full details on the courses listed
above via the IDLS2018 website.

Meet and Greet
Monday 29th October 17.00 - 18.30
The meet and greet will take place after Training
Day on Monday 29th October at 17.00. in the
Golden Foyer. This is a great opportunity to meet
and connect with your colleagues within the IDLS
community.

IDLS2018 Handbook
This year’s handbook has just gone to
print and will be available to everyone
at this years symposium.
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IDLS2018 Attending Countries
We would like to welcome all delegates coming to this Symposium from the below countries.
AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

CANADA

CHILE

DENMARK

ESTONIA

FINLAND

FRANCE

GERMANY

GREECE

ITALY

JAPAN

NETHERLANDS

POLAND

PORTUGAL

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

SAUDI ARABIA

SINGAPORE

SPAIN

SWEDEN

TURKEY

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED STATES

DAY OF THE DEAD CELEBRATION
Wednesday 31st October, Cosmopolitan Hotel, Old Town, San Diego
The Cosmopolitan Hotel has watched the flourishing of San Diego around it for
more than 200 years. Built to host prestigious fandangos, dances and parties
back in 1827, this hotel is the perfect place to hold this year’s social event.
Attendees will be welcomed with a House Margarita and an Old Town Fiesta
Buffet will be on offer with a range of Mexican food to suit all tastes. A paying bar
will be available for alcoholic beverages, entertainment will be provided by
Flamenco Dancers and for those of you who have arrived without a costume,
make up artists will be on hand to ensure you are sporting the ‘Day of the Dead’
look.
Places cannot be reserved and can only be secured by paying by card at the time
of booking your place. Booking closes on Thursday 25th October 2018.

Exhibition Videos
Exhibition videos for participating exhibitors are now available online.
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Confirmed Exhibitors
We are pleased to confirm that this year’s exhibitors include:

Gold

Silver/Silver+

Bronze/Bronze+
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Society News
IDLSoc UK Chapter Extraordinary General Meeting
There will be an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of the UK Chapter of the IDLSoc in the Phase
3 Conference Room, Malvern Hills Science Park (MHSP) (WR14 3SZ) on Tuesday 23 October 2018.
The meeting room is available from 13.30 and the EGM will commence at 14.00; refreshments are
available from the café on the ground floor of Phase 3. You should register at the MHSP Main
Reception prior to moving to the Phase 3 building.
The main business of the EGM will therefore be to determine whether the Chapter has a future and,
presupposing a “yes” answer, what that future should look like. In addition to the future of the
Chapter discussions, Sqn Ldr Martin has offered to brief on a range of subjects of current interest
or importance to JFC and the SACC DT.

IDLSoc US Chapter Meeting
The US Chapter Meeting will be taking place
at 13.05 on Thursday the 1st of November in
Pacific Salon Room Three at IDLS2018. The
formal vote for the US Chapter President will
take place along with discussions on Link 16
Enhancement Implementation, Terminal
Developments and Network Planning and
Management Developments.

IDLSoc Nordic Chapter Meeting
The Swedish Chapter are arranging a Nordic
Chapter Meeting on Monday, 29th October in
San Diego. Starting at 18.30 after the Meet &
Greet in the Pacific Salon One. All delegates
(Government, Industry) from Norway,
Denmark, Finland and Sweden are welcome to
a short meeting with interesting short
presentations from the Nordic perspective.
You are welcome to participate!

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to announce that Aeronix and Rockwell Collins have renewed their membership.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.
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Atheniem are pleased to welcome Simon Richards as the latest recruit to our growing team. Simon joins us
directly from the Royal Navy (RN) having recently retired after 25 years’ service and brings a wealth of
experience in helicopter based ASACS operations. His last post held in the RN was as Sea King ASaC Mk7
Trials Officer, where he worked on a range of platform and mission system tasks for the sustainment of
SKASaC and acquisition support to CROWSNEST (Merlin ASaC). These tasks included detailed TDL trials
planning and analysis, HMI development, Link 16 and IFF integration and training. In addition to his recent
experience across the trials and acquisition Simon has also a vast array of operational experience which
spans a number of tours in the United Kingdom and overseas operational theatres. Simon is also a qualified
Aircrew
Instructor,
covering
Radar,
Avionics,
Mission
Systems
and
Link
16.
Atheniem look forward to integrating Simon’s vast experience during our continued delivery of independent
support across our existing areas of specialisation within both the Defence and Energy Sectors.
Simon has joined our team in time for IDLS2018 and will be in attendance along with Huw Davies, Kai
Thurner and Mark Johnson. We look forward to seeing everyone who will be in San Diego and hope that it is
a productive week for all delegates.

Data Link Solutions was awarded a $58M competitive award for Multifunctional Information Distribution
System (MIDS) Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) production. In addition, Space and Naval Warfare
Systems Command has issued a $387 million contract modification for current and future development and
production of the MIDS JTRS software defined radio, increasing our overall current contract value to $990M.
"This award reflects Data Link Solutions' strong past performance in delivering terminals and our
commitment to providing best value to our U.S. and allied forces," said Alan Dewar, product line director for
CNS and director at DLS. "It underscores DLS's leadership in Link 16 airborne networking and provides the
latest in certified, reprogrammable, software-defined radio architecture for tactical data links."
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Engility wins Joint Range Extension Tactical Equipment Package contract with $49.5
million ceiling
Engility Holdings, Inc. won a contract with a ceiling value of $49.5 million with the U.S. Air Force Lifecycle
Management Center to provide engineering support and sustainment services for the JRE-TEP system.
“Engility’s JRE communications systems currently support more than 1,600 military platforms in the air, on
land and at sea,” said Scott Whatmough, senior vice president for Engility’s Defense and Security Group.
“Continuing to provide combat-proven data link gateways to improve situational awareness for the U.S. Air
Force around the world will help them successfully complete their missions.”
Engility will also provide maintenance, field support, cybersecurity, block cycle upgrades and testing, and
other technical services to the JTEP program. The JRE software provides near-real time beyond line-ofsight Link 16 connectivity and routing throughout a theater of operations, between theaters, and from
theaters to rear-area command and control centers. The technology also provides the ability to link two
dissimilar data link networks, such as Link 16 and Situational Awareness Data Link systems.

NCS is pleased to have partnered with DLS for a Silver Stand at this year’s IDLS. We will demonstrate the
latest advancements in the Multi TDL Planning System (MTPS), which has been upgraded to include Link 22
and VMF capabilities. Also on display, the Complete OPTASK Link Tool (COLT), which is revolutionizing how
users interact with the OPTASK Link. These systems will be part of this year’s IDLS Demonstration.
NCS will participate in the training day (The Future of Link-16 has Arrived), where we will discuss Network
Enabled Weapons and BU2 / JTRS functionalities, to include: Enhanced Throughput, Crypto Modernization,
Frequency Remapping, Concurrent Multi-Netting, and Concurrent Contention Receive.
We will also deliver a main session briefing entitled “Artificial Intelligence Meets the TDL World” where we
will describe how Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning can improve the Network Planning, Network
Design, and Network Management functions.
We look forward to seeing everyone and to another great IDLS.
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

23 October 2018

United Kingdom Chapter Meeting
& EGM
Malvern Hills Science Park,
Malvern

The main order of business will be to decide on the future of the
UK Chapter at an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)
It is expected that there will be briefs on various subjects
ranging from Link 16 Sustainment to the “Stalled STANAGs”
dichotomy.

29 October 2018

IDLSoc Training Day 2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

Make sure that you save the date for the 2018 IDLSoc Training
Day! For details visit the Training Day section of the IDLS2018
website.

30 October - 1
November 2018

IDLS2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

IDLS is returning to San Diego this year, taking place at the
newly refurbished Town and Country Hotel. The event website
is now live and updated regularly.

12 November
2018

TDL Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra, Australia

The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be held prior
to MilCIS 2018 on Monday the 12th of November 2018 at the
National Convention Centre Canberra (NCCC) from 08:30 to
17:00. The agenda will consist of Defence and Industry
Briefings and Networking opportunities.
For the latest information, please visit the AS/NZ Chapter
website here.

1 - 4 April 2019

NTDLS 2019
Calpe, Spain

The NATO Tactical Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) is an
annual event which is open to Interoperability Platform Nations,
at which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

13-15 May 2019

TCF 2019
Salzburg, Austria

The Tactical Communications Forum 2019 will be held in the
beautiful city of Salzburg in Austria. The TCF focus is on
providing an environment for presentations and discussions
only. The target audience for the TCF is Military, Government
and Industry personnel and is open for all attendees to provide
useful presentations.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This emailed newsletter has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc). The contents
are intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute, or place
any reliance on all or any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you
received this email in error, or wish to unsubscribe, please contact Emma Jane Taylor at the IDLSoc Secretariat via
editor@idlsoc.com.
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