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International Data Links Symposium 2017
Travel Update
The Society is pleased to announce that we have just received an
update from our travel partner, Etihad Airways.
They have now confirmed that the US Department of Homeland
Security has decided to fully lift the ban on electronic devices on
board Etihad flights between Abu Dhabi and the US. The ban has
been lifted following a review of enhanced security measures at the US
pre-clearance facility at Abu Dhabi International Airport.
This development means that Abu Dhabi is the first airport to fully comply with these new measures
and allows passengers flying to the US to once again carry all types of laptops, tablets, and other
electronic devices with them onto the aircraft
All Etihad Airways guests travelling to the US clear US Immigration and Customs at the US Preclearance
facility in Terminal 3 at Abu Dhabi International Airport, the only one of its kind in the Middle East.
When guests land in the US, they arrive as domestic passengers with no requirement to queue for
immigration and custom checks again.

IDLS2017 Delegate Fees
All hotel rates include buffet breakfast and unlimited WiFi access, with no limit on the number of
devices. They also include access to the Business Centre, Gymnasium and Olympic Swimming Pool.
Ticket Type

Government (USD)

Industry (USD)

Early Bird

Standard

Early Bird

Standard

1,131

1,206

1,640

1,756

675

750

1,175

1,300

IDLSoc Training Day

-

295

-

395

Hotel room at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club (per
night)

-

152

-

152

Additional guest charge (per night)

-

20

-

20

IDLS delegate ticket and 3 nights at the Armed Forces
Officers’ Club
IDLS delegate ticket only

Hotel room prices are inclusive of 10% Service Fee, 6% Tourism Fee, 4% Municipality Charges & 15
AED daily.
Please note that our pre-allocated hotel rooms are only held until the end of August, at
which point they will go back to the Hotel’s general stock. To ensure that you secure on-site
accommodation at IDLS, please do not delay in making your booking.

Registration is open now via the event website at
www.IDLS2017.com. Early Bird rates end on Friday 18 August!
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IDLS2017 Exhibition Floor Plan
Please see below for this year’s exhibition floorplan.
In terms of the allocation of stands, they are all issued on a first-come-first-served basis. Therefore for
all companies who are planning to attend this year, the sooner that your paperwork is submitted, the
higher the chance of you receiving your desired stand location.
There are only a few stands remaining for this year, so please act quick to secure your preferred space.

Floorplan of the Abu Mousa Hall at The Armed Forces Officers’ Club and Hotel

IDLS2017 Demonstration
From the Society’s previous Demonstration planning meetings, it has been confirmed that the following
companies would like to take part;
TCG, ViaSat, Ultra, Thales Communications and Security, Tecnobit, MilSOFT, Engility, ISI Hellas,
Diginext, General Dynamics UK and Rockwell Collins.
The window for signing up to the Demonstration has now closed. If you are taking part, please
make sure that you log any kit that you will require in advance, by using the Demonstration login
page on the IDLS2017 website.
The next Demonstration telecon will take place on 5 July 2017 at 17:00hrs UMT. If you wish to join
the call please contact communication_secretary@idlsoc.com.
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IDLS2017 Exhibitors Packages Now Available
The details of this year’s exhibitor packages are accessible via the website here.
Most of the stands in the exhibition hall are now taken, but there is one remaining Silver and a
selection of Bronze stands. This year the exhibition hall is designed to give a community feel and there
are a range of exhibitors from across Europe, as well as Turkey and the USA already confirmed.
We are pleased to confirm that this year’s exhibitors include:

Gold

Silver

Bronze / Bronze+

We would advise any remaining prospective exhibitors not to delay in securing their
package, as we anticipate that all stands will soon sell out.
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Society News
Restarting UK IDLSoc Chapter
Consideration is being given to restarting the UK IDLSoc Chapter. The first step of this process is for
members to indicate an interest in participation in Chapter meetings. No specific agreement to attend
an event is sought at this stage, rather an “agreement in principle” that the effort to relaunch the
Chapter would be a worthwhile aim. If sufficient interest is shown, the next step will be a meeting in
September ‘17, with a proposal that this gathering be a combination of a routine meeting and an
Extraordinary General Meeting to set the basis for the future of the Chapter.
In the first instance therefore, please express an interest in the reformation of the UK Chapter to the
Sec, Mark Chappell, at mark.chappell@jcsys.co.uk.

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that IBM and Cobham Antenna Systems have renewed their corporate
memberships this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

Thales signs important contract for the Sweden Armed Forces Tactical Data
Link 16 Network Management and Remote Radio Site Ground Architecture
Upgrade with FMV
Thales received a contract to provide an extensive upgrade to the national Link 16 tactical data link
Network Management System (NMS) and associated Remote Radio Site (RRS) wide ground
architecture.
Under the contract Thales will provide upgraded Linux NMS Manager and Terminal interface software
and hardware ensuring the Swedish Armed Forces have an advanced static operationally-proven MIDS
radio infrastructures and Link 16 monitoring and dynamic network management capability, well placed
to tackle evolving tactical data link challenges of the future.
NMS will control and monitor the RRS ground architecture radio equipment. In addition, it will provide
effective monitoring and control of multiple Link 16 networks; enable dynamic management, network
health monitoring, re-construction of network assignments and secure free-text messaging
functionality. This comprehensive upgrade will further enhance and align the SweAF tactical data
infrastructure with their national STRIC command and control centres going forward.
“There are many key TDL challenges approaching the Swedish Link 16 community in the
coming years, the important system upgrade provided by our enduring partner Thales
enables the Swedish Armed Forces to respond to these challenges efficiently and
successfully in the future” - Bjorn Zettergren Program Manager NMS/RRS FMV
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Celebrating 10yrs of Excellence
This summer in San Diego, Leidos along with our US partner Interoperable
Systems Group (ISG) will be celebrating 10yrs of hosting our Data Link
Analysis workshop. Designed to showcase our exceptional understanding of
the world of Data Link Networking & Analysis.
Taking
place
at
Mission
Bay
Hotel
August
21-24
(http://
bahiahotel.com/). Our team of highly skilled experts will be providing
insight on the key aspects of Data Link Analysis via or our Cradle to Grave
Interoperability Assurance tools such as MANDRIL and CIVET, as well as
discussing our new iSMART App for testers.
Over the three days:
•

We’ll have an update on F35 international interoperability testing with CIVET

•

Testers/Analysts from each of the major USAF, USN, USMC activities will attend including: Eglin,
Edwards, Langley, SPAWAR, China Lake JITC, NCTSI, and more

•

Previous attendees include the major contractor S/W developers/testers on: F-16, EA-18G, F-18,
B1B, B2B, E-3, KC-46, F-35, F-22, CVN, Aegis, E-2C and more

•

New Features and Case Studies.

The event is free for customers with active subscription/maintenance agreements, and for those without
active maintenance, the price is $200/person, making this a great value. It is an unparalleled
opportunity to learn and network with others in the Data Link community.
This is a great and unique opportunity to learn and network with your fellow TDL testers and analysts.
For further information please contact Kyle Shephard kyle.shepard@interoperablesystems.com
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SyntheSys Completes Combined MIDS Link 16 and Identification Friend or
Foe Training Course
SyntheSys has completed its first combined Multifunctional Information Distribution System (MIDS) Link
16 and Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) training to students from both the military and industry. The
course took place at the Institute of Directors in London, UK, where three days were spent on Link 16
training and one day on IFF.
SyntheSys Training Manager Paul ‘Ski’ Czajkowski, who led the course, said the subject area covered
the basics through to Advanced Link 16, looking at both technical and operational use. Ski said: “This
training was important as the course attendees are specifically focused on MIDS Link 16 integration
within their own national systems. Consequently, there is a need to not only understand both the
protocols and procedures as described in the various TDL Standards, but also how those are put into
practice during actual operational use. The students were fully engaged in the material which is very
rewarding as an instructor. All provided very positive feedback”.
The students’ interest around Link 16 protocols and best practices meant that the Link 16 simulator
proved to be particularly useful. This simulation is a unique feature of SyntheSys courses, and aids
each student in exploring what MIDS Link 16 provides, both on the operational and technical front.
The IFF training day included the civilian Mode S technology and the military Mode 5. The students
were particularly interested in how both Modes S & 5 data is exchanged via Link 16, right down to bit
level, and the transmission rules.
Ski added: “We are able to provide a variety of TDL courses at virtually any location around the world.
We work closely with our customers to identify the most productive course structure, thus ensuring
their training needs are always met.” Anyone interested in holding similar combined, or separate
courses, can email training@synthesys.co.uk.

Lockheed Martin Taps ViaSat's Datalink Communications System for the U.S.
Navy's Long Range Anti-Ship Missile Integration and Test Program
CARLSBAD, Calif., June 14, 2017 -- ViaSat announced today that it received a follow-on contract
from Lockheed Martin (NYSE: LMT) to deliver datalink communications for the integration and test
phase of the U.S. Navy's Long Range Anti-Ship Missile (LRASM) program. The contract calls
for ViaSat to provide Weapon Data Link (WDL) L-Band Units (LBU) to support the overall missile test
program's datalink communications requirements, as well as engineering support for software
enhancements and flight test support.
You can read more in the full press release on the ViaSat website.
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ViaSat Secures Multi-Year Contract for its Small Tactical Terminals on Apache
Guardian Aircraft
CARLSBAD, Calif., June 20, 2017 -- The Boeing Company (NYSE: BA) has awarded ViaSat a multiyear contract for the production of the KOR-24A Link 16 terminal, a two-channel Small Tactical
Terminal (STT) for AH-64E Apache Guardian aircraft for U.S. Army and International Foreign Military
Sales (FMS) cases. The base contract calls for a minimum of 534 terminals to be produced over the
next four years for use on Apache Guardian helicopters, and will eventually contain options.
The AH-64E Apache is the world's most advanced multi-role combat helicopter and is used by the U.S.
Army and a growing number of international defense forces. The STTs being acquired will provide a Link
16 common operating picture for enhanced situational awareness and a Soldier Radio Waveform (SRW)
capability to bridge communications between aircraft and ground maneuver forces.
The collaboration between ViaSat and Boeing on the integration of Link 16 and Soldier Radio Waveform
capability for the Apache continues to be a great success. The degree to which these capabilities will
improve Apache's lethality and survivability, and enhance the operator's situational awareness and
ability to directly communicate with soldiers on the ground, are expected to have an immediate and
positive impact in today's theaters of operation. Securing this multi-year agreement underscores the
importance of implementing these relevant technologies to assure the success of our warfighters.
The STT was developed at private expense to meet forecasted warfighter requirements, and is further
evidence of the success of ViaSat's commercial model for government use. As a non-developmental
item (NDI), the STT delivers capabilities significantly faster and at significantly lower total lifecycle costs
to the U.S. Government as compared to traditional government programs of record while being fully
interoperable with program of record terminals such as MIDS-LVT (Multifunctional Information
Distribution System Low Volume Terminal) and MIDS JTRS (Multifunctional Information Distribution
System Joint Tactical Radio System) as well as other ViaSat NDI products like the AN/PRC-161
Battlefield Awareness and Targeting System-Dismounted (BATS-D) handheld Link 16 radio.
"ViaSat's STT remains the terminal of choice for rotary wing and other size, weight and power
constrained aircraft and ground vehicle platforms," said
Ken Peterman, president, Government Systems, ViaSat. "By offering a family of complementary Link 16
solutions - that are both affordable and available today - ViaSat can ensure warfighters have needed
information in a form factor that best fits their needs."
"This award, along with other customers for the STT, has caused us to initiate a pre-planned production
ramp up to approximately 35 terminals per month, leveraging investments we have already made in
our capacity based upon this forecast demand," said
Andy Kessler, business area director for ViaSat's Next Generation Tactical Datalink Systems. "Coupled
with more than 600 terminals already in the field today, we expect to eclipse 1,000 STTs deployed
worldwide by early in 2018. At the same time we are deploying the terminals in greater numbers, we
will be rolling out additional new capabilities to enhance our products' capacity to help solve warfighter
problems."
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

12 - 15
September 2017

DSEI 2017
ExCeL Convention Centre,
London

DSEI 2017 expects over 35,000 visitors and will boast a
conference programme with headline speakers from the
Defence & Security industry. DSEI 2015 saw 2,874 VIPs
including 255 programmed delegations attend.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for this year’s Training Day! The
booking system will go live in the near future. Visit the
website here.

31 October - 2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

This year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi. Visit the website here.

13 November
2017

Australian TDL
Interoperability Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

To keep up to date regarding this event, please visit the
AS/NZ Chapter website here.

14 - 16
November 2017

MilCIS 2017
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

MilCIS is the only Australian conference that focuses
strategically on the crucial technologies, products, systems
and services associated with military communications and
information systems.

19 - 22 March
2018

NTDLS 2018
Calpe, Spain

These are the provisional dates for NTDLS 2018. This is an
annual event open to Interoperability Platform Nations, at
which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed bulletin has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society – IDLSoc. The contents are intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or
any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you received this e-mail in error, or
wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via editor@idlsoc.com.
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