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Keynote Speaker Announcement
IDLS2019

We are pleased to confirm that Mr. Stuart Whitehead will be another Keynote
speaker for IDLS2019.
Mr. Whitehead serves as the Deputy Director for Command and Control
Integration (DD C2I), within Directorate for Command, Control,
Communications and Computers, Joint Staff, J6.
He supports and advises the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff regarding Joint
Command and Control requirements; interoperability of legacy and future
Command and Control capabilities with Intelligence, Surveillance,
Reconnaissance systems and joint warfighting systems. He oversees the
DoD requirements for Joint Fires, Joint Close Air Support and Combat
Identification mission areas, and supports the development of accelerated
joint warfighting capabilities through joint capability assessments, in order to
achieve a coherent Joint Force.
Appointed to the Senior Executive Service in July 2007, he served as the Executive Director for the U.S.
Joint Forces Command, Joint Capability Development Directorate (USJFCOM J8) and Assistant Deputy
Director for Command and Control Integration, Joint Staff J8. Mr. Whitehead assumed his current
position in April 2012.
Mr. Whitehead served on active duty from 1980 to 2007, in a variety of U.S. Army armour and cavalry
command and staff assignments in Germany, Kuwait, Turkey and the United States, including tank
company commander; doctrine writer and instructor; division plans officer; cavalry squadron
commander; Chief of Contingency Operations, Kosovo Forces; J5, NATO Joint Command Southeast;
and Director, US Army TRADOC Program Integration Office for Battle Command.
Additionally, Mr. Whitehead is a graduate of the US Army Command and General Staff College, the
School of Advanced Military Science and the US Army War College, Advanced Strategic Studies
Program where he earned degrees in operational and strategic planning.
Mr. Whitehead graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York in 1980,
receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree. Beyond two masters degrees from military colleges, he also
has a Master of Science Degree in Administration from Central Michigan University.
Mr. Whitehead received several military awards for meritorious service, has been published in journals,
and provided numerous presentations to scientific, management, and capability and material
development forums. He is a recognized innovator and leader in implementing systems of systems
engineering practices and bringing warfighter involvement to lifecycle management.

Symposium and Hotel Booking
ends on Monday 19 August 2019, so if you’ve not yet booked for the
Symposium please be sure to do so before then to ensure you get in on this deal.
As mentioned in April’s Newsletter, this year’s hotel rooms must be booked directly with the hotels. This
year we have two hotels on offer.
The
is a five minute walk away from the EICC and rooms must be booked directly
through the Hotel Website using the Leonardo booking code, which is linked to via the IDLS2019
Symposium Website and
. The rates are as follows…

The cost includes buffet breakfast, Wi-Fi and VAT

Alternative accommodation is also available at the
in Edinburgh City Centre. Rooms must be
booked by 10 September 2019 and can only be booked by clicking the following link. The rates are as
follows…
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More information can be found at the IDLS2019 Symposium Website.

Demonstration Update
Jesse W. Crandall gives an update on this year’s Demonstration.
IDLS 2019 Demonstration Planning is well underway.
Military personnel and Industry partners are teaming up this
year to demonstrate how we Train as we Fight. As with
every operation, the Joint Interface Control Officer (JICO)
needs versatile Network Planning tools to plan operations
efficiently and effectively, whilst also having the capability
of oversight of the effectiveness of the ongoing Operations.
Industry partners will be showcasing their OPTASK Link
generation and Pulse De-confliction capabilities and how
they make the JICOs able to more effectively accomplish
their mission.

IDLS2019

One of the most complex combat scenarios is providing Close Air Support (CAS) to ground personnel.
This year we have the unique opportunity to have military members from allied nations bringing their own
equipment to partner with industry in a fully integrated multi-link scenario. Utilising Link 16, Link 22, VMF,
CoT in a Digitally Aided Close Air Support (DACAS) environment we will demonstrate the key relationship
between the military Services and Industry in drastically shortening the kill chain and preventing
fratricide.
In today’s Theatre Operational Environment, Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) is a major component of all
operations. Full Situational Awareness and Engagement Authority are key components to this mission
thread. Utilising a well-established Link 22 and Link 16 Theatre level network, this year’s IDLS
Demonstration will show how detected missile launches can seamlessly pass through the Multi-TDL
network giving all military domains the information required to detect, track, identify and engage.

Click here to register for the Demonstration. The closing date is Monday the 8 July.

Have you thought about sponsorship of IDLS2019 ?
We would like to thank Combitech for sponsoring the badges and lanyards and IBM for sponsoring the
morning coffee on Day One.

The Society has a range of promotional opportunities, to help companies get more exposure in the lead
up to and during IDLS2019.
There are a range of opportunities from as little as $500 up to $10,000. If you spend $5000 plus then the
sponsorship includes delegate ticket(s) and a promotional video that will be placed on the website prior
to the event as well as being shown during the event.
The Events team are happy to discuss the opportunities, that may not be listed on the promotional
opportunities document. Please contact the IDLSoc Secretariat via events@idlsoc.com for more
information.
If exhibiting at IDLS2019 is a little outside of your budget, why not consider raising your profile in the
community by signing up for one of our promotional opportunities.

The design for the IDLS2019 Lanyard
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IDLS2019 Event Planning Day
Emma Jane Taylor reports back from the IDLS2019 Event Planning day.
IDLS2019

On 24 June this year the Event Planning Day took place in the Edinburgh International Convention Centre
(EICC). Representatives from Viasat, IBM, Ultra Electronics, SAIC, Northrop Grumman, 3SDL, NCS, the
German military, as well as the UK Chapter, members of the General Committee, the EICC, Joe Manby Ltd
and the events team were in attendance.
The main aims of the day were:
● To view the venue.
● To discuss the layout options for the exhibition hall, military equipment displays and
the demonstration.
● An opportunity for exhibitors and the military to ask the EICC, Joe Manby Ltd and the
events team any questions.
The meeting started with a promotional video of the venue to give attendees a sense of the space. Then
Morag of the EICC explained the layout of the building prior to a tour of the venue.
The meeting spent around 40 minutes in the Lennox Suite which will be the exhibition hall and the
adjacent loading bay area. Discussion topics included, the restriction due to weight of their military
equipment and whether it was more important for the demonstration to be in the main exhibit area or the
catering. This was a productive conversation which has enabled the events team to develop the plans
for the demonstration, exhibition and military display areas of the event.
Lunch was a chance to sample the catering which will be provided by Leith during the event and of
course, it had a Scottish twist.
In the afternoon there was a discussion around this year’s demonstration and how we can build on
lessons learned in previous years. It is notable that every year positive developments have come out of
the demonstrations, including discovering errors in new standards and how they relate to legacy
equipment, timing issues, improvement and in
I/O between systems, to name but a few.
Towards the end of the meeting there was a
presentation about future locations for the
symposium. The meeting was informed that
IDLS2020 will be in Herning Denmark, which is
located close to the Danish Air Base of Karup.
The dates are 23 to 29 October 2020.
It was confirmed that IDLS2021, will be in North
America and an RFP has been issued to 8
different locations in the United States and
Canada.
Those of us who were still in Edinburgh in the
evening, headed out to sample some Scottish
food. The braver members of the party dined on
Haggis, Neeps and Tatties.
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For further IDLS2019 updates and announcements, please
remember to visit idls2019.com

Exhibitors

Gold

Silver +

Silver

Bronze +

IDLS2019

Bronze
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Link 22 at CWIX 2019
Kai Thurner from Atheniem looks at the Link 22 Testing at CWIX 2019
For the third year running, Link 22 testing was conducted at the Coalition Warrior Interoperability exercise
(CWIX) at the Joint Forces Training Centre (JFTC) in Bydgoszcz, Poland. CWIX is an annual exercise with
the goal of strengthening the interoperability between allied and partner nations. In 2019 the exercise
took place from the 10 to 28 June, with around 1,500 personnel from around 22 countries participating in
the exercise. The participants were active military and government personnel as well as many industry
partners with a wide variety of systems.
Link 22 was executed with around 30 participates from 6 Nations / NATO agencies, which was just a
small part of CWIX, but a truly effective team with interesting objectives. The nations tested their national
Link 22 implementation together with others and found ways of improving their systems and integrated
NILE software to establish better performance for future operations.
In the exercise the following Nations and systems were present:
● Finland with their FIN-MultiLink System, using the Leonardo Multilink DLP connected to their
Combat Management Systems (CMS).
● Italy with their SADOC4 MultiLink system, also using the Leonardo Multilink DLP connected to
their Combat Management Systems (CMS).
● Germany with the DMLF systems built by ATLAS Germany
● The Netherlands with two systems, one built by Tecnobit and deployed with the Dutch Navy and
the other system called JROAD built by TNO.
● Turkey was participating with two systems, one from MILSoft with their Multilink processor and
the other from Havelsan with their Advent TDL system.
● Additionally, the NATO Communication and Information Agency (NCIA) was participating with
their Ship Shore Ship Buffer (SSSB) program software which will soon have a Link 22 upgrade to
its stations.
All systems were connected via the Link 22 CLOUD, a system which emulates the behaviour of the Link
22 hardware, so that there is no need for real Cryptos, Signal Processing Controllers (SPC) or radios and
also allows a deeper look into the internal communication between the units in a network. This tool was
also provided by the NCIA SSSB programme.
The Link 22 testing was focused on technical as well as tactical interoperability and allowed the systems
to test their Network and Super Network Management capabilities. Also, the systems could stimulate the
Late Network Entry (LNE) process and see how their systems performed during the LNE events.
Furthermore, the Probing and Relay capabilities of Link 22 were tested and stressed further with the
introduction of a propagation modulation tool built by TNO, which works as a plug-in in the CLOUD 22.
With this tool, nations could test their systems behaviour in more realistic conditions and evaluate the
automatic management functions of Link 22 in a more real environment.
The test results and findings of the Link 22 CWIX test 2019 will be presented at the next Link 22 Tactical
and Operational Working Group (TOWG), which will be held in Australia at end of this year. We are looking
forwarded to CWIX 2020 and hope to welcome new nations and systems into the Link 22 testing
community.

Society News

US Chapter DoD CIO Link 16 Working Group
I am pleased to announce that the US Chapter has been able to coordinate a Link-16/TDL working group
in cooperation with our friends at DoD CIO and SPAWAR. The event is for US Eyes Only.
Meeting: DoD CIO Link 16/TDL WG
Location: MITRE Tyson’s Corner, McLean VA
Date: Monday. 13 September 2019
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More details will follow in later Newsletters, and the US Chapter area of the IDLSoc webpage.

Corporate News

Senior Software Engineer
NCS is seeking a Senior Software Engineer for a permanent / full-time role at its UK
office in South West London (Teddington).
NCS are seeking a Senior Software Engineer for a
permanent/full-time role at its UK office in South West London
(Teddington). They are looking for a motivated, self-starter that
can lead the development of unique software applications (to
include Artifical Intelligence) in the Defence/Aerospace Industry.
The successful candidate must be able to execute complex software development projects from start to
finish without supervision, manage an existing portfolio of defence software applications and be able to
interact with international customers.
More information can be found on the Careers Network page of the IDLSoc Website.

Viasat Contracted to Deliver the World’s First Link
16-Capable Low Earth Orbit (LEO) Spacecraft
Pilot Program Awarded by the U.S. Air Force for Advanced Spacecraft Design
and Development, Next-Generation Tactical Datalinks and Cybersecurity
Viasat has been awarded a contract by the
Administrator of the Space Enterprise
Consortium, under the Air Force Research
Laboratory Space Vehicles XVI program, to
deliver and test the first-ever Link 16-capable
LEO spacecraft. Leveraging the Company’s
leadership in satellite innovation and military
communications, the Viasat-designed
spacecraft is intended to enhance
warfighters’ situational awareness by
extending the range of Link 16 networks –
using a constellation of satellites to provide greater access to Link 16 capabilities in contested or
congested environments.
Under the XVI program, Viasat will become the first company to prototype and test space-based Link 16
capabilities compatible with fielded U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Special Operations Link
16-enabled platforms, including ground vehicles, aircraft, maritime vessels, and dismounted users. The
XVI program is a key step towards making a global Link 16-enabled LEO satellite constellation,
transforming Link16 from a Line-of-Sight (LOS) to a Beyond Line-of-Site (BLOS) network, providing U.S.
and allied military forces with ubiquitous, secure, high-speed and resilient communications necessary to
improve the common operating picture across the global battlespace.
Click here to read the full article.
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Events Diary
Date/Time

Organisation &
Location

13 Sep 19
MITRE Tysons Corner,
McLean Virginia, USA

A DoD CIO Link 16/TDL Working Group.
More details will follow in later Newsletters, and the
US Chapter area of the IDLSoc webpage.

Edinburgh, Scotland

The 2019 Training Day to be held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.

28 Oct 19

29-31 Oct 19
Edinburgh, Scotland

31 Oct 19
Edinburgh, Scotland

11 Nov 19
NCCC Canberra, Canberra,
Australia

Quickguides are available
From the IDLSoc Website
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Description

IDLS2019 will be held at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre. More information to follow
www.idls2019.com
The Annual Meeting of Members will take place on
the last day of IDLS2019.

The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be
held prior to MilCIS 2019 at the National Convention
Centre Canberra (NCCC) from 08:30 to 17:00. The
agenda will consist of Defence and Industry Briefings
and Networking opportunities.
For the latest information, please visit the AS/NZ
Chapter website here.

