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International Data Links Symposium 2017
Event Programme
Main Sessions
This year’s main session programme is now nearing completion, and we are pleased to confirm that this
year’s Symposium will feature Government presentations with topic titles including; ‘BU2 Upgrades’,
‘Combat Management System Integration of Multi TDLs’, ‘Link 22 Programmes’ and ‘What Challenges
are Faced Today and What Training Exercises Need to do to Address These?’
Presentations from our Industry speakers this year will include the topics; ‘Practical and Pragmatic TDL
Interoperability Management’, ‘Distributed Training Capability with Virtual Tactical Data Links’ and
‘Coalition Operations Connectivity (within Theatre and Reach Back)’.
The complete main session timetable will be available via the event website in the near future.

Educational Sessions
This year’s educational programme has now been confirmed, and you can see all of the sessions that
will be on offer at IDLS2017 in the timetables below:
Day 1
Time

Activity

Speaker

10:30—11:15

What is a Datalink?

11:15—12:00

Introduction to Link 16

12:00—13:00

Lunch

13:00—13:45

Advanced Link 16

Atheniem

13:45—14:30

Network Management

SyntheSys

14:30—15:15

Miniaturisation of Link 16 Radios and Impacts on Operational Networks

ViaSat

15:15—15:45

Afternoon Tea

15:45—16:30

TDL Procurement and Sustainment

3SDL

Time

Activity

Speaker

10:30—11:15

Introduction to ISTAR Datalinks

3SDL

11:15—12:00

Multi-Link Planning

SyntheSys

12:00—13:00

Lunch

13:00—14:30

Live Virtual Constructive Workshop

14:30—15:15

Introduction to VMF

15:15—15:45

Afternoon Tea

15:45—16:30

TDLs in Coalition—Truly ‘One Team, One Fight’?

SyntheSys

Time

Activity

Speaker

10:30—11:15

Introduction to Link 22

DRS

11:15—12:00

Advanced Link 22

Atheniem

Atheniem

Day 2

3SDL

Day 3
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IDLS2017 Delegate Fees
All hotel rates include buffet breakfast and unlimited WiFi access, with no limit on the number of
devices. They also include access to the Business Centre, Gymnasium and Olympic Swimming Pool.
Ticket Type

Government (USD)

Industry (USD)

Early Bird

Standard

Early Bird

Standard

1,131

1,206

1,640

1,756

675

750

1,175

1,300

IDLSoc Training Day

-

295

-

395

Hotel room at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club (per
night)

-

152

-

152

Additional guest charge (per night)

-

20

-

20

IDLS delegate ticket and 3 nights at the Armed Forces
Officers’ Club
IDLS delegate ticket only

Hotel room prices are inclusive of 10% Service Fee, 6% Tourism Fee, 4% Municipality Charges & 15
AED daily.
Please note that our pre-allocated hotel rooms are only held until the end of August, at
which point they will go back to the Hotel’s general stock. To ensure that you secure on-site
accommodation at IDLS, please do not delay in making your booking.

Registration is open now via the event website at
www.IDLS2017.com. Early Bird rates end on Friday 18 August!
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING ONLINE BOOKING
Some delegates have experienced issues when attempting to make their Symposium bookings. This
is a result of the version of the website that they are visiting not being ‘secured’, before they attempt
to proceed to the payment page.
Due to the security procedures on the Symposium website, if you are not accessing the page via
a https connection, your payment will fail.
You can tell whether the page is secure, by checking the address bar at the top of your browser
window. If the page is secure, it should appear with a padlock symbol, as shown below:

If you are unsure, please access the booking page using this secure link. If you continue to
experience difficulties, please contact Emma Jane at communication_secretary@idlsoc.com.
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IDLS2017 Demonstration
The IDLS demonstration is a
technology showcase that partners
industry and governments to help
display some of the leading
technologies in the tactical data
link field. This year’s concept looks
to show all aspects of data link
usage, from theatre planning
though to execution. The demo
will attempt to show all these
aspects by presenting a snapshot
look into an example operations
centre, where data link operators
and planners will show all aspects
of operations. These tasks will
include network planning and
dissemination, through the use of
the OPTASKLINK, to situational
awareness and digital mission
assignments, with an emphasis on
command and control.

The Symposium demonstration as set up at IDLS2015 in Ottawa, Canada

In the operations centre, multiple forms of information transfer are fused into a common situational
awareness picture. During the demonstration we will look at achieving the same by using gateways to
fuse traditional IDLS data links - like Link 16 and 22 - and newer, to IDLS data links like VMF and, for
the first time, this year sees the addition of some national data links.
Through the use of gateways it is anticipated that information from the main data links and a national
data link will be forwarded into the common data link picture, allowing the operations centre to use the
data link’s command and control functions to target an objective. From the operations centre, it is
expected that command will go to a tactical platform, where the demo will be able to show that piece of
tactical military engaging the target.
The overall intent is to provide the audience with an experience that showcases the capabilities, while
also providing insight to those who may not have seen it, showcasing how multiple data links are
employed to provide a clear and concise picture for the command.
The window for signing up to the Demonstration has now closed. If you are taking part, please
make sure that you log any kit that you will require in advance by using the Demonstration Login
page on the IDLS2017 website.
The next demonstration telecon will take place on 6 September 2017 at 17:00hrs UMT. If you wish
to join the call please contact communication_secretary@idlsoc.com.
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IDLS2017 Exhibitors Packages Now Available
The details of this year’s exhibitor packages are accessible via the website here.
Most of the stands in the exhibition hall are now taken, but there is one remaining Silver and a
selection of Bronze stands. This year the exhibition hall is designed to give a community feel and there
are a range of exhibitors from across Europe, as well as Turkey and the USA already confirmed.
We are pleased to confirm that this year’s exhibitors include:

Gold

Silver

Bronze / Bronze+

We would advise any remaining prospective exhibitors not to delay in securing their
package, as we anticipate that all stands will soon sell out.
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Society News
Swedish Chapter News
The next meeting for the Swedish Chapter will be on October 18th. The meeting will take place in
Uppsala and we will go for a visit on The Swedish Armed Forces Air Combat School, LSS. The agenda
for the evening will contain a visit on the training simulator for C2STRIC and some interesting
presentations.

UK Chapter News
Consideration is being given to restarting the UK IDLSoc Chapter. The first step of this process is for
members to indicate an interest in participation in Chapter meetings. No specific agreement to attend
an event is sought at this stage, rather an “agreement in principle” that the effort to relaunch the
Chapter would be a worthwhile aim. If sufficient interest is shown, the next step will be a meeting in
September ‘17, with a proposal that this gathering be a combination of a routine meeting and an
Extraordinary General Meeting to set the basis for the future of the Chapter.
In the first instance therefore, please express an interest in the reformation of the UK Chapter to the
Sec, Mark Chappell, at mark.chappell@jcsys.co.uk.

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Thales UK has renewed their corporate membership this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

SAVE THE DATE to join TCG for the 15th Annual User Group (TUG)!
Our event will be held in the Boston area from June 12th to June 14th, 2018.
As in previous years, our 3-day program will consist of presentations, product line briefings, interactive
demonstrations, and comprehensive training opportunities.
During our most recent User Group (June 2017), our guests had a chance to attend 15 briefs and were
offered 17 different training sessions. Most popular sessions of the 2017 event were: Engineering
Roadmap, BOSS® as a Data Link Training Engine, Distributed Interactive Simulation, Tactical Display
and Simulation Enhancements, ADS-B, Link 16 101, and BOSS® 101.
If you have any questions with regards to TUG 2018 or would like to present, please contact Monika
Collins, our event coordinator, at monika.collins@g2tcg.com.
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Atheniem Deliver Multi link Operational Planning Training to German Armed
Forces
Atheniem
Ltd
are
pleased
to
announce that at the invitation of the
German Air Force Headquarters, they
have successfully delivered a Multi
Tactical Data Link (MTDL) Operational
Planning training course to the
German Armed Forces at Blücher
Kaserne (Berlin). This bespoke Joint
Forces MTDL training course and
workshop was a first for Germany as
it brought together members of the
German Armed Forces from multiple
disparate military backgrounds and
specialisations to engage at a
planning and operational level. This
engagement was cemented during
their
participation
in
syndicate
focused
MTDL
scenarios.
The
scenarios allowed all personnel to
encounter the intricate challenges
faced when planning and managing the delivery of effective MTDL networks in order to successfully
support their Joint Force operational objectives.
Feedback by LtCol Schaaf (DEU AF HQ): “The course was very professionally prepared; the instructors
had detailed operational knowledge with the result that the attendees accepted them as “one of them”.
Flexibility during the course was never a problem; challenges to the instructors by the attendees were
quickly mastered. Mission successfully accomplished.”
Atheniem are delighted to have a professional working relationship with the German Armed Forces and
look forward to further TDL opportunities together. Please contact Paul Langdon on
paul.langdon@atheniem.com for further information.
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Link 16 Platforms: Mid-Life Update or Mid-Life Crisis?
BU2 v JTRS
Within the next 5 years existing Link 16 platforms need to modernise or replace their MIDS terminals,
update their integration software and re-train their users and managers. Is this an opportunity to
address things we need to improve, or simply a chance to feel good by spending large amounts of
money? The key drivers are a need for crypto modernisation, enhanced through-put and frequency remapping to avoid GPS L5.
The Options
There are two, “doing nothing” is not an option:
1.

Recycle our LVTs by buying BU2, or:

2.

Swap our existing terminal out with MIDS JTRS

(See appendix for more detail).
The Questions
•

What are the respective positives and negatives for each of us, our individual services, our
platform managers and our operational users?

•

How will our choice, or choices, impact on our interoperability with our friends and neighbours?

•

Do we know the cost of each choice, now and through-life, and when is the right time to commit
and then test and fit?

•

How complex and costly will it be to manage this, and can we cope with mixed-fleets of terminals?
So What?
These
questions
present
a
considerable
technical
and
financial challenge. If we can
afford it, when do we want to
commit, pay and embody?
Some
of
us
have
major
programmes yet to deliver that
have already specified the older
standards. We need to manage
expectations and ensure time
and money is made available to
fix them early.
To read the full article, please
access the document on the
IDLSoc website here.
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

12 - 15
September 2017

DSEI 2017
ExCeL Convention Centre,
London

DSEI 2017 expects over 35,000 visitors and will boast a
conference programme with headline speakers from the
Defence & Security industry. DSEI 2015 saw 2,874 VIPs
including 255 programmed delegations attend.

18 October 2017

Swedish Chapter Meeting
Uppsala, Sweden

Includes a visit on The Swedish Armed Forces Air Combat
School, LSS. The agenda for the evening will contain a visit on
the training simulator for C2STRIC and some interesting
presentations.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for this year’s Training Day! The
booking system will go live in the near future. Visit the
website here.

31 October - 2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

This year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi. Visit the website here.

13 November
2017

Australian TDL
Interoperability Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

To keep up to date regarding this event, please visit the
AS/NZ Chapter website here.

14 - 16
November 2017

MilCIS 2017
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

MilCIS is the only Australian conference that focuses
strategically on the crucial technologies, products, systems
and services associated with military communications and
information systems.

19 - 22 March
2018

NTDLS 2018
Calpe, Spain

These are the provisional dates for NTDLS 2018. This is an
annual event open to Interoperability Platform Nations, at
which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed bulletin has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society – IDLSoc. The contents are intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or
any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you received this e-mail in error, or
wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via editor@idlsoc.com.
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