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IDLS 2018 Programme
Since last month’s newsletter, the Technical Committee have been reviewing more of the proposed
material for this year’s IDLS2018 and the programme is starting to take shape. A number of themes are
currently in development, and this year’s programme offers an exciting mix of topics, along with some
must know items.
There will be a morning session on Link 22 which will be presented by a panel of experts. This will be
followed by a 15 minute Link 22 demonstration. There are also a number of presentations looking at Multi

Links. Government presentations are being delivered by a number of nations including Australia, Germany,
Finland, and the United States. Topics to be discussed include JDN Transformation, programme
experiences and knowledge gained from exercises. As always there will be a strong NATO presence at
IDLS, and this is one of the indicators of the Society’s working relationship with NATO. Some of the
industry presentations include some exciting new topics such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and a closer
look at CyberSecurity.
The Technical Committee is meeting again in early August when they hope to complete the selection
process. More details are to be posted on the event website after this meeting.
The Educational stream will only run on Tuesday 30 October and will cover the following topics:
•

Introduction to Link 16

•

Introduction to Link 22

•

Introduction to VMF

•

The TDL Life Cycle

Booking to attend IDLS 2018
We are expecting IDLS2018 to be a busy symposium, and we are looking forward to seeing many
organisations and individuals in San Diego.
Please help us de-risk the event by not waiting until the last minute to register. If you want to take
advantage of the Early Bird rate, be sure to book before August 17th.
Also, in line with our contract with the Town and Country we will be reviewing the booking of hotel
accommodation and will consider releasing rooms back by 10 August.

Booking now Open!
Secure your place now, by visiting IDLS2018.com
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IDLS2018 Sponsorship Opportunities
This year, we already have confirmed sponsorship from Combitech and IBM. If you are interested in
sponsoring this year’s event, then you can view the remaining available packages here.
If your company would like to apply for any of this year’s sponsorship options, or would like to discuss any
of your own proposals, please contact Emma Jane Taylor at the IDLSoc Secretariat via events@idlsoc.com.

Demonstration Call
From now until the 16th October there will be a weekly demonstration call. This will take place at 1600
hours (UK time) on a Tuesday.
If your organisation would like to be involved in the demonstration at this year’s symposium, you must
register using the demo system log in area.

Confirmed Exhibitors
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IDLS 2018 Social
As IDLS2018 draws ever closer, we are getting excited about welcoming all delegates to San Diego, the
birthplace of California. We plan to immerse you in the San Diego culture during your stay this year, through
our IDLS2018 social event.
There are currently two options for this year’s social, both of which would be priced at around $65 per
person. Please consider the information below and let us know your preference.

Day of the Dead Themed Party in Old Town, San Diego
Join us in San Diego’s ‘Old Town’, a wonderful
spectacle of Mexican heritage in the heart of the city.
Old Town is the oldest settlement in San Diego and is
considered the birthplace of California. We plan to
host a ‘Day of the Dead’ themed celebration on
October 31st. The Day of the Dead is a traditional
Mexican holiday that honours and celebrates
deceased loved ones. The festival takes place from
October 31st until November 2nd. Today, playful images
of skeletons and decorated skulls have become
heavily associated with the Day of the Dead. These
themes will be heavily embedded in this year’s social.
The traditional party we host will be complete with flamenco dancers, traditional Mexican cuisine, roaming
historical actors and mariachi band. There is no better way to embrace the local culture. This social will
take place at ‘The Cosmopolitan Hotel’ in Old Town, a venue that has watched the flourishing of San Diego
around it for more than 200 years. As a place that was built to host prestigious fandangos, dances and
parties back in 1827, this hotel is the perfect place to unwind, party, and experience authentic Southern
American culture.
Dinner Cruise on the Hornblower
Experience the beauty of the San Diego evening from the comfort of a luxurious and spacious yacht; the
perfect way to unwind after a long day of
presentations and networking. Dinner is made
on board by professional chefs from local,
seasonal ingredients and served up by awardwinning stewards. After dinner, attendees can
head up for a spin on the dance floor or enjoy
San Diego’s finest views underneath the
stars. This glamorous cruise passes the
Coronado Bay Bridge, the Star of India, the
North Island Naval Station and the USS
Midway Aircraft Carrier. A dinner cruise on
the Hornblower is definitely the ideal way to
socialise, relax and see all the best sights in San Diego.
Please submit your preferences to events@idlsoc.com or via our Facebook Poll.
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Dress Code
Delegates are welcome to come to this year’s social in Day of the Dead themed costumes. There will be
prizes awarded to those in the best costumes on the evening.
Day of the Dead
The is a multi-day holiday that focuses on gatherings of family and friends to pray for and remember friends
and family members who have died and help support their spiritual journey. Our social this year is centred
around the modern imagery of Day of the Dead, here is some information about the origins of the modern
connotations of the festival.
The Calavera Catrina
In the early 20th century, Mexican political cartoonist and lithographer José Guadalupe Posada created
an etching to accompany a literary calavera. Posada dressed his personification of death in fancy French
garb and called it Calavera Garbancera, intending it as social commentary on Mexican society’s emulation
of European sophistication. “Todos somos calaveras,” a quote commonly attributed to Posada, means
“we are all skeletons.” Underneath all our manmade trappings, we are all the same.
In 1947 artist Diego Rivera featured Posada’s stylised skeleton in his masterpiece mural “Dream of a
Sunday Afternoon in Alameda Park.” Posada’s skeletal bust was dressed in a large feminine hat, and
Rivera made his female and named her Catrina, slang for “the rich.” Today, the calavera Catrina, or elegant
skull, is the Day of the Dead’s most ubiquitous symbol.
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Government News
Link 22 is Getting Real
For many years now Link 22 has been the link of the future. But in the last month it became more real than
ever. The last component, being the crypto device LLC-7M, has been shipped from the manufacturer
Raytheon (USA) to various nations such as Australia, Finland, the Netherlands and Sweden. So, from now
on integration, testing and finally operations in various nations with the complete chain of Link 22 can take
place!!! This was the last hurdle that had to be crossed to implement Link 22 in these nations. The other
product of the NILE PMO, the SNC-software, has been available for some years, however the latest version
will be released in mid-summer of this year. The combination of this latest version of the SNC and LLC-7M
makes link 22 the link of the present. More and more nations are seeing this and becoming not only
interested in Link 22 but joining the NILE group as a 3rd party nation.

Successful Link 22 Meeting in Garmisch
In June the 21st International Link 22 meeting (NILE C&I WG)
was held in Garmisch Partenkirchen Germany. During this
meeting 24 nations from all over the world, including
newcomer Mexico, participated in talks about the current
situation and the bright future. Also during the meeting LtCol
Berghuijs received a recognition for his outstanding
contribution to Link 22. LtCol Erik Berghuijs was surprised and
deeply honoured to receive this token of appreciation.
LtCol Berghuijs is the HoD or the Dutch Link 22 delegation and
also the program manager for the integration of Tactical Data
Links in the Belgian and Netherlands Navy and supports
integration in Portugal as well. He is implementing Link 22 as
the future replacement for Link 11 in these countries to be
ready before the programme end date. It was only the second
time in over 10 years that an award has been given to a
participant. The first time the award went to Mr Kai Turner,
now a member of Athenium, and still a very respected
participant in the Link 22 world.
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CWIX 2018 – NLD TDL LINPRO
Every year the Coalition Warrior Interoperability eXploration eXperimentation
eXamination eXercise (CWIX) takes place in order to improve the interoperability
between NATO nations and partners. CWIX 2018 took place from 11st to 28th
June in Bydgoszcz, Poland.
CWIX is an excellent venue for NATO nations and partners to test, verify and
validate TDL capable system interoperability by meeting a broad spectrum of
TDL technical interoperability testing requirements.
In the Focus Area (FA) TDL Finland acted as FA Lead. Supported by Leonardo as
Test Lead, they drafted various test cases with multiple participants. NATO nations and partners
participated in Link 22 testing on a technical level. Testing Link 22 on a technical level requires multiple
units and a special virtual environment (Cloud22), developed and provided by NATO SSSB. The Netherlands
participated with the LINPRO manufactured by Tecnobit (ESP). Together with Germany, Finland, Italy, SSSB
and Spain a great number of tests were successfully completed.
Apart from Link 22, JREAP-C was also tested during CWIX 2018. Over 600 tracks
from multiple units were received and forwarded. These successful multinational
tests proves that JREAP-C meets the requirements according to the FMN Spiral 2
standards.
The results and reactions after CWIX 2018 were positive. Most platforms were capable to pass most test
cases of CWIX 2018 successfully. After this successful exercise, NLD is investigating if a participation in
CWIX 2019 can be realised with both GuardionTM CMS and LINPRO DLP. Also the possibility of NLD acting
as FA Lead TDL in CWIX 2019 is going to be discussed.
Lieutenant (OF-1) Richard van Donkersgoed Bsc

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Thales Communications and Security S.A.S have renewed their corporate
membership this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.
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Tacplan Contract Awarded to Thales
Thales, in collaboration with 3SDL, are delighted to announce that Shared Services Canada, on behalf of

National Defence and the Canadian Armed Forces, has awarded a contract to Thales for the innovative
multi-tactical data link planning application – TacPlan for use by the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF).
Thales and 3SDL experts from the UK have successfully installed TacPlan and recently delivered a bespoke
training course to RCAF personnel in Winnipeg, which will enable the RCAF to exploit the benefits of
operating in a multi-tactical data link environment.
Thales looks forward to continuing its support to the RCAF and Canadian Armed Forces and developing its
collaboration with 3SDL for the benefit of our tactical data link customers.
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Viasat’s Small Tactical Terminal Reaches 1,000 Production Units Shipped
Key Milestone Signifies Increased Adoption of the World’s Only Small Form Factor Multi-Channel Link 16
Radio by U.S. and International Military Agencies

CARLSBAD, Calif., July 9, 2018 - Viasat Inc. (NASDAQ: VSAT), a global communications company,
announced today it has surpassed a key milestone of 1,000 KOR-24A Small Tactical Terminal (STT)
production units shipped. The 1,000th terminal has been installed on a United States Marine Corps AV-8B
Harrier II attack aircraft, one of the numerous aircraft models on which the STT has been integrated and
fielded. STTs are operational on air, ground and maritime platforms, and are currently deployed and in use
by all U.S. military armed forces and by military organizations of five international coalition partner nations.

In addition to shipping the 1,000th production unit in April 2018, Viasat is steadily increasing production
deliveries to 50 per month in response to growing market demand. The STT is a significant contributor to
Viasat’s portfolio of Non-Developmental Item (NDI) offerings leveraging Link 16 for the U.S. and
international defense markets. It is a critical enabler that allows platforms with size, weight and power
(SWaP) restrictions to finally be a part of the Link 16 network, to exchange near real-time tactical situational
awareness data and secure voice with other, high-valued Link 16 enabled U.S., NATO and coalition air, sea
and ground platforms. Viasat’s NDI offerings are designed to rapidly deliver cutting-edge technology
solutions ahead of the traditional government procurement model by leveraging the Company’s agile

development process and flexible business model.

The STT is the world’s only multi-channel radio capable of performing Link 16 communications in a small
form factor, and includes interoperable functionality to improve communications between U.S. and
international coalition partners’ military agencies requiring critical information from multiple networks. It is
additionally a truly software-defined radio, which will be capable of more modern Very High Frequency
(VHF) or Ultra High Frequency (UHF) waveforms as they become available.

CONTINUED...
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“Delivering the 1,000th STT to customers is a testament to Viasat’s ability to deliver technology that meets
mission-critical requirements today while maintaining the flexibility to support the evolving mission demands of tomorrow,” said Ken Peterman, president, Government Systems, Viasat. “Given current backlog,
continued interest and pending orders by both U.S. and international defense customers, we are steadily
increasing production run rates and additionally establishing a surge capacity in order to meet increased
demand and provide warfighters with a robust connectivity solution at the tactical edge.”

STTs are built to operate over extensive periods of time in order to provide military forces with superior
connectivity. STTs in the field have already accumulated over 1.75 million hours of operation to date and
have maintained a Mean Time Between Failures (MTBF) exceeding 6,000 operating hours per terminal.
Viasat’s portfolio of next-generation tactical datalink solutions, including the STT, is continually updated to
support customers’ evolving mission needs. Recent updates to the STT include the introduction of an
improved frequency oscillator to enable STT platforms to operate beyond line of sight (BLOS) from other
Link 16 platforms and more seamlessly re-establish communications in the most dynamic and challenging
environments. In addition, new software features enable higher useable data rates when communicating in
enhanced throughput modes. Moving forward, STTs will continue to see new capabilities infused into the
platform, including the roll-out of a software-only upgrade to address cryptographic modernization by the
end of 2019.
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Leidos Innovations UK Limited

MANDRIL & CIVET Users Group
San Diego 2018

THE ROAD TO ACHIEVING INTEROPERABILITY
Leidos along with our US partner ISGs will be hosting our annual MANDRIL & CIVET Users Group in San
Diego, USA from the 24th to 26th October. With over 2,000 licences employed across 15 Nations, MANDRIL
is the defacto technical post mission analysis tool complemented by CIVET, designed to provide real-time
analysis in support of Interoperability Verification and Validation Testing.
The workshop is designed to support the TDL Users Community, focusing on providing the capability, the
knowledge and application of the tools, working with the Nations to collaboratively improve the functionality
and capability to identify and minimize the real world interoperability issues that exist today. Users will have
the opportunity to interact with both MANDRIL and CIVET with Leidos providing a collaborative environment
for Users to get hands-on, ask questions and investigate the new capabilities of the tools.
TDLs have provided the back bone of secure communications to support Operations for over 60 years and
with Link 16 conceived in the 1970s, currently the most widely used TDL, over 10,000 Terminals operating in
50+ countries. Interoperability remains the single most important entity to achieving maximum operational
effectiveness across our Armed Forces. The future upgrades to support the next generation of enhanced
MIDS functionality Block Update 2 (BU#2) and MIDS JTRS CMN4 will introduce a new wave of
Interoperability issues and Nations and Platforms will need to be prepared.
With the demise of Link 11 comes the new challenges of integrating NILE Link 22, a similar generic make-up
as Link 16, but with the added complexities of Dynamic Time Divisional Multiple Access (TDMA), Late Net
Entry, multiple operating Bearers and the Super Network design, the emphasis and importance of
Interoperability testing will again be at the forefront of critical activities to meet the operational requirements.

Recent studies have identified the potential impacts of Cyber Attacks and the importance of Cyber Security
as we move into the next generation of TDL supported warfare. Leidos are renowned for innovation and
maintaining the momentum is paramount to ensure our tools support the continued requirement to minimise
non-interoperability.
Over the three days some of the topics to be discussed and activities that will take place will include:
•
•
•

Discussion on the US Mandated Instruction CJCSI 6610-.01E policy – in pursuit of Bit Level
Interoperability
Updates on how our tools are supporting the next generation fighters (F-35) and potential for other
opportunities beyond TDLs.
Product Demonstrations and free-play focused on recent enhancements

MANDRIL – End to end deep dive on supporting Tactical Data Link Standardisation and
Interoperability (Link 11, Link 16, Link 22, VMF, SIMPLE and JREAP)
•
Message Level Analysis
•
Protocol Level Analysis
•
Transactional Level Analysis
•
Operational Level Analysis



•
•
•

Cybersecurity and the impact of Cyberattacks on TDLs including a presentation by Kyle
Shephard

CIVET – Full real time analysis demonstration

CIVET – New demonstration using the CIVET Terminal Control function
Using MANDRIL and CIVET to support Live Trials/Exercises
Problem evaluations and resolutions discussions
Open forum (Q&A, future requirements)

Taking place at Mission Bay Hotel (http://bahiahotel.com). The event is free for customers with active subscription/maintenance agreements, and for those without active maintenance, the total price is $200/
person. The User Group is an unparalleled opportunity to learn, network and interact with others in the data
link community with the potential to reduce overheads, manpower and cost for the testing and analysis requirements of your platforms.

For further information please feel free to contact either Mick Whiteley or Kyle Shephard to secure your place on this
User driven Workshop.
Michael.J.Whiteley@leidos.com
kyle.shepard@interoperablesystems.com

Knowledge is Power, but power is fruitless without the right
tools to meet the requirement.
Interoperability is not a game, this is real life!

Events Diary

Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

29 October 2018

IDLSoc Training Day 2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

Make sure that you save the date for the 2018 IDLSoc Training
Day! For details visit the Training Day section of the IDLS2018
website.

30 October - 1
November 2018

IDLS2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

IDLS is returning to San Diego this year, taking place at the
newly refurbished Town and Country Hotel. The event website
is now live and updated regularly.

12 November
2018

TDL Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra, AUS

The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be held prior
to MilCIS 2018 on Monday the 12th of November 2018 at the
National Convention Centre Canberra (NCCC) from 0830 to
1700. The agenda will consist of Defence and Industry Briefings
and Networking opportunities.
For the latest information, please visit the AS/NZ Chapter
website here.

1 - 4 April 2019

NTDLS 2019
Calpe, Spain

The NATO Tactial Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) is an annual
event which is open to Interoperability Platform Nations, at
which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

13-15 May 2019

TCF 2019
Salzburg, Austria

The Tactical Communications Forum 2019 will be held in the
beautiful city of Salzburg in Austria. The TCF focus is on
providing an environment for presentations and discussions
only. The target audience for the TCF is Military, Government
and Industry personnel and is open for all attendees to provide
useful presentations.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This emailed newsletter has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc). The contents
are intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute, or place
any reliance on all or any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you
received this email in error, or wish to unsubscribe, please contact Emma Jane Taylor at the IDLSoc Secretariat via
editor@idlsoc.com.
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