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This year’s programme of events is beginning to take shape with a number of
themes in development, offering an exciting mix of topics and educational
sessions, along with some must attend presentations.

Keynote Speakers
In previous issues we released the names of the first of our Keynote speakers. Air Vice Marshal "Rocky"

Rochelle, Chief of Staff for Capability in HQ Air Command, United Kingdom, and Mr Stuart Whitehead,
Deputy Director for Command and Control Integration, Joint Staff, J6, United States, will be bringing their
expertise and experience to IDLS2019 and we look forward to hearing them speak at the event.
There are further Keynote speakers in the pipeline and we hope to be able to announce them very soon.

Main Programme
The Technical Committee are now in the final stages of completing the IDLS2019 programme.
As you know, this year’s theme, ‘Achieving Superiority Through Information and Communication
Services’, acknowledges that today’s operational environment benefits greatly from the compilation of
multiple data feeds. These information streams provide unprecedented situation awareness and force
application capabilities. The superiority gained through these TDL systems is due in large part to the
Interoperability levels and advanced capabilities achieved by the systems and services you will find at
this symposium.
To compliment this theme, we have several outstanding presentations that address topics that we hope
to be very beneficial. Delegates will be able to gain an excellent perspective from a global view of the
data links world, with speakers from United Kingdom, United States, Germany, Spain, Finland, NATO, to
name but a few. Topics include;
● The challenges and applications of UAS Datalinks
● The key elements involved with the integration of Link 16 into legacy aircraft
● A comprehensive review of the pro’s and cons of Link 16 modernization options
● The challenges surrounding multiple air/land TDL networks
● The migration from Link 11 to Link 22,
● A look at how TDL technology has progressed, and the advancements on the horizon.
In addition, this year’s programme has more of a tri-service feel to it, with several presentations from
army units talking about the challenges and benefits to come out of fielding TDLs in the ground
environment.
To address one of the hottest topics for the TDL world, a specialised panel of MIDS terminal vendors and
subject matter experts will be held to help clarify the key upgrades available in BU2, and answer
questions related to the options available to the worldwide community of Link 16 users.
Delegates will also have access to the latest technology offered by the global leaders of the TDL industry
through our exhibition showcase. The demonstration stream will exhibit detailed vignettes of TDL
operations and will interact with military equipment to highlight the latest technology available to the
TDL community.
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We sincerely hope you find this year’s IDLS a rewarding experience and look forward to working with you
as we advance our TDL Superiority Through Information and Communication!

Educational Stream
Similar to last year’s event, the educational stream will run alongside the main programme on Day
One.
The sessions currently confirmed are from Brian Bass of TCG, “Putting an Operational Focus in your
Link 16 Training Program", Nick Kropp, Technical Chair of IDLSoc, will be presenting “Data Fusion
2025” and Marcel J Jussaume of MITRE will be discussing the requirements needed to set up a Link
16 Ground Entry System (GES).

IDLS2019

We have one slot left to fill and are currently looking for either an introduction to Datalinks or Link 22,
so if are interested in running an educational session please do not hesitate to contact us.

Demonstration
The Demo Team is now meeting regularly to develop each of the
scenarios.
The telecons will be taking place on the following dates and
times.
31 Jul 19 - 16.00 GMT
14 Aug 19 - 16.00 GMT
28 Aug 19 - 16.00 GMT
11 Sep 19 - 16.00 GMT
25 Sep 19 - 16.00 GMT
09 Oct 19 - 16.00 GMT
A Demonstration dry-run is being planned for 23-25 October 2019 in Edinburgh. The test location has yet
to be decided.
If you would like to be involved in the Demo, please contact the Technical Lead or Society Secretariat.

Early Bird Booking Ends - 19th August 2019
ends on Monday 19th August 2019, so if you've not yet booked for the
Symposium please be sure to do so before then to get in on this deal.

Hotel Booking
As mentioned in June’s Newsletter, this year’s hotel rooms must be booked directly with the hotels. This
year we have two hotels on offer:
is a five minute walk away from the EICC and rooms must be booked directly
The
through the Hotel Website using the Leonardo booking code, which is linked to via the IDLS2019
Symposium Website and
.
Alternative accommodation is also available at the
in Edinburgh City Centre. Rooms must be
booked by 10 September 2019 and can only be booked by clicking the following link.
More information can be found at the IDLS2019 Symposium Website.

3

IDLS2019 Social Event.
We are pleased to announce some details about this years IDLS2019 proposed
Social Event.
IDLS2019

This year’s IDLS2019 Social will potentially be taking place in the historic
National Museum of Scotland on Wednesday 30th October. Originally
opened in 1998, the museum tells of the countrys history from earliest times
to present day and is the landmark museum in Edinburgh for the nation,
making it an ideal location for this year’s Social Event.
For those keen to take part, we will be a putting a unique twist on the grand
tradition of the Highland Games with teams taking part in activities such as
indoor Caber Tossing, a Haggis Shy, a Stag Hooplah and Indoor Curling,
providing perfect entertainment for those wishing to sit back and cheer their
teams on.
In an area famous for distilling both Whisky and Gin, we are looking at
providing a Whisky and Gin tasting session. There will also be a paying bar
and catering provided by Street Stylish.

IDLS2019 Social Media - #IDLS2019
We have been actively sharing information about IDLS2019 across social media channels, and you can
keep up with our activity on both LinkedIn and Twitter using the event hashtag

prior to and

during the event
All Tweets are being set via the Dot-The-Eye Ltd account. Search for them using their Twitter handle
@DTEIle.
To become a member of the International Data Links Society Linkedin group, just search for
and request membership. We also have a private Facebook group which you can
request membership by emailing us.
Finally, don't forget to follow the event hashtag across LinkedIn and Twitter to keep up to-date with
events as they happen, and don't forget to use

when posting about the event. We look

forward to seeing your comments and photos.
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For further IDLS2019 updates and announcements, please
remember to visit idls2019.com

Exhibitors

Gold

Silver +

Silver

Bronze +

IDLS2019

Bronze
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Society News

UK Chapter Meeting
The IDLSoc UK Chapter is proposing to have a Chapter Meeting on 18 September 2019 at RAF High
Wycombe. We will keep you updated when more information becomes available.

IDLSoc Website Update
We are aware a few of our users have had trouble accessing the website through the standard URL and
have been working to provide a solution for these users. In the event that you experience connection
errors when visiting the IDLSoc website, please try www.idlsoc.net instead as this may be more
compatible with certain clients.

Corporate News

Atheniem opens a German office.
Atheniem have always been proud to have an
international outlook in support of both our customer
base and staff aspirations. However, in line with our
continued international growth, we are delighted to have
made the decision to branch out and create a German
entity. Atheniem GmbH was created on Thursday 20th
March 2019 and will be managed by Kai Thurner, in
complete harmony with our UK company and directors. We believe that this progressive step will appeal
to the international market for consultancy and training services.

Corporate Membership
We are pleased to announce that Diginext and Thales UK have renewed their Corporate membership.
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For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

Events Diary
Date/Time
09 September
2019

Organisation &
Location
MITRE Tysons Corner,
McLean Virginia, USA

18 Sep 19

Description
A DoD CIO Link 16/TDL Working Group.
More details will follow in later newsletters, and the
US Chapter area of the IDLSoc webpage.
To be announced

RAF High Wycombe
28 Oct 19
EICC, Edinburgh, Scotland

The 2019 Training Day to be held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.

EICC, Edinburgh, Scotland

For the latest information please visit
www.idls2019.com

Edinburgh, Scotland

The Annual Meeting of Members will take place on
the last day of IDLS2019.

29-31 Oct 19

31 Oct 19

11 Nov 19
NCCC Canberra, Canberra,
Australia

08-19 Jun 20

The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be
held prior to MilCIS 2019 at the National Convention
Centre Canberra (NCCC) from 08:30 to 17:00. The
agenda will consist of Defence and Industry Briefings
and Networking opportunities.
For the latest information, please visit the AS/NZ
Chapter website here.
More information to follow.

Schleswig Air Base,
Germany

23 - 29 Oct 20

More information to follow
Herning, Denmark

7

