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With around 140 days to go before IDLS2017 arrives in Abu Dhabi, the Events Team are working hard
to ensure that this Symposium builds on previous years.

The Programme
The review process is well underway looking at the submitted industry presentations and the team are
looking to finalise a programme of informative presentations that cover a range of topics. Along with
the normal presentations we would be looking to secure from the NATO organisations, several nations
are offering to brief on some of their new programmes and exercises. Information on the programme
will be released in the July Newsletter and in a login area on the IDLS2017 website.
The educational programme is nearly complete; 45 minute sessions will cover a range of topics
including introduction and advanced sessions on Link-16 and Link-22, then sessions on Multi-Link
Planning, VMF, TDL procurement, Network Planning, and Introduction to ISTAR.
The Society is looking to build on from the workshop it ran at NTDLS on ‘Live, Virtual and Constructive
(LVC)’, with one covering another area/aspect of TDLs. The aim of the new workshop is to establish the
current requirements and deployment of systems that support Live, Virtual and Constructive testing and
training for TDLs and discuss developments in the LVC field that could enhance the efficient execution
of TDL testing and training.

The Demonstration
There have been some initial discussions about this year’s Demonstration but the hard work is about to
start. If your organisation wants to take part, please make sure that you have registered by logging
into the Demonstration registration area of the website and completing the form. The deadline for
signing up to the Demonstration is 26 June 2017.
The Demonstration call is planned to take place on 21 June 2017 at 17:00hrs UMT. If you wish to
join the call please contact communication_secretary@idlsoc.com.

The Exhibition Hall
Most of the stands in the exhibition hall are now taken, but there is one remaining Silver and a selection
of Bronze stands. This year the exhibition hall is designed to give a community feel. There are a range
of exhibitors from across Europe, as well as Turkey and the USA.

This year’s exhibition will be located in the Abu Mousa Hall and has been designed to give a community feel
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The Venue
The Armed Forces Officers Club and Hotel is an amazing location with excellent sports facilities,
including well equipment gymnasiums and an Olympic pool, all of which are open for delegates to use.
There is also a Sports Bar for you to relax in at the end of a long day.

Thinking of Attending?
For those of you thinking of attending IDLS2017, we have created an information pack to give you
details on everything that Abu Dhabi has to offer, as well as information on the culture, laws, and local
customs. This will be made available via the event website shortly.
From personal experience, I have now visited Abu Dhabi three times during the planning of IDLS2017
and found it to be a very pleasant, friendly, and fun place.
Several members have asked how safe it is for their spouses to attend. All I can tell you is that as a
woman travelling by myself in and around the city, I have never felt threatened or unsecure. It is
important to respect the customs, culture and laws of the land and if you do that, you should have no
issues.
If you have any questions please get in touch via communication_secretary@idlsoc.com and we will
be happy to answer them.

IDLS2017 Delegate Fees
All hotel rates include buffet breakfast and unlimited WiFi access, with no limit on the number of
devices. They also include access to the Business Centre, Gymnasium and Olympic Swimming Pool.
Ticket Type

Government (USD)

Industry (USD)

Early Bird

Standard

Early Bird

Standard

1,131

1,206

1,640

1,756

675

750

1,175

1,300

IDLSoc Training Day

-

295

-

395

Hotel room at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club (per
night)

-

152

-

152

Additional guest charge (per night)

-

20

-

20

IDLS delegate ticket and 3 nights at the Armed Forces
Officers’ Club
IDLS delegate ticket only

Hotel room prices are inclusive of 10% Service Fee, 6% Tourism Fee, 4% Municipality Charges & 15
AED daily. Please note that our pre-allocated hotel rooms are only held until the end of
August, at which point they will go back to the Hotel’s general stock. To ensure that you
secure on-site accommodation at IDLS, please do not delay in making your booking.
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IDLS2017 Exhibition Floor Plan
Please see below for this year’s exhibition floorplan.
In terms of the allocation of stands, they are all issued on a first-come-first-served basis. Therefore for
all companies who are planning to attend this year, the sooner that your paperwork is submitted, the
higher the chance of you receiving your desired stand location.
There are only a few stands remaining for this year, so please act quick to secure your preferred space.

Floorplan of the Abu Mousa Hall at The Armed Forces Officers’ Club and Hotel

IDLS2017 Demonstration
The society held a Demonstration planning meeting for IDLS2017 during which the following companies
said they are planning on taking part;
TCG, ViaSat, Ultra, Thales Communications and Security, Tecnobit, MilSOFT, Engility, ISI Hellas,
Diginext and Rockwell Collins.
All companies who wish to take part in the Demonstration need to register using the Demonstration
login page on the IDLS2017 website. Please could you also make sure that you log any kit that you
will require in advance of the event, by using the login link above.
It was agreed that any company wishing to take part in the Demonstration at IDLS2017 needs to sign
up by 26 June 2017.
The next Demonstration telecon will take place on 21 June 2017 at 17:00hrs UMT. If you wish to join
the call please contact communication_secretary@idlsoc.com.
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IDLS2017 Exhibitors Packages Now Available
The details of this year’s exhibitor packages have now been released and are accessible via the
website here.
Please note the package numbers shown in the exhibitor document do not take into account
any that have been sold. For example, one Gold has been sold so only one is now available.
We are pleased to confirm that the following packages have been sold:

Gold

Silver

Bronze / Bronze+

As mentioned in the Event Team’s update, the majority of stands for this year’s have now sold.
We would advise any remaining prospective exhibitors not to delay in securing their package, as we
anticipate that all stands will soon sell out.
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Society News
Restarting UK IDLSoc Chapter
Consideration is being given to restarting the UK IDLSoc Chapter. The first step of this process is for
members to indicate an interest in participation in Chapter meetings. No specific agreement to attend
an event is sought at this stage, rather an “agreement in principle” that the effort to relaunch the
Chapter would be a worthwhile aim. If sufficient interest is shown, the next step will be a meeting in
September ‘17, with a proposal that this gathering be a combination of a routine meeting and an
Extraordinary General Meeting to set the basis for the future of the Chapter.
In the first instance therefore, please express an interest in the reformation of the UK Chapter to the
Sec, Mark Chappell, at mark.chappell@jcsys.co.uk.

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Northrop Grumman Systems, DIGINEXT, Leidos, and Atheniem
have renewed their corporate memberships this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

3SDL Newsletter
We are proud to say that Issue 1 of the 3SDL Newsletter was a roaring success, with lots of positive
feedback. Thank you.
Moving on to Issue 2, we are leading with the debate on technology vs human skills in the race to
identify threat “Can an algorithm tell us when we’re in imminent danger?”
And my colleagues across the business talk about their aspirations and thoughts on the future.
Download issue 2 (1.8mb PDF) or read it online
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Leonardo DRS to Provide Multiple Customers with High-Performance Link-11/
Link-22 Communications Systems
ARLINGTON, VA, May 11, 2017 - Leonardo DRS announced today it has received multiple orders for
its trusted Link-11 and Link-22 data terminal sets and associated communication equipment, systems
and services.
Link-11 and Link-22 data systems are used by the U.S. military and other allied military forces to
exchange information among airborne, land-based and ship-board tactical data systems. It is the
primary means to exchange data, including radar tracking information beyond line of sight. Leonardo
DRS has been providing these systems and services to the U.S. military and other defense customers
for decades.
Under multiple contracts with the U.S. Navy, Leonardo DRS will provide data terminal sets and depot
support services for airborne and shipboard operations. The sets support standard network, station and
timing modes. With the addition of an optional port, the data terminal sets can also operate in digital
mode, sending data by satellite, wire-line and other tactical circuits.
An order placed by Selex ES, also a Leonardo company, will provide Link-11 and Link-22 data terminal
sets to be installed on new ships for the Italian Navy’s fleet renewal program. The equipment will allow
national and coalition partners to share time-sensitive military communications.
A prime contractor also placed an order worth more than $500,000 for tactical data link gear for a
customer based on the positive operational environment performance of the Leonardo DRS Link-11
system.
The United States Air National Guard recently ordered, and accepted delivery of, data terminal sets as
replacement upgrades for older Link-11 units it successfully used for years.
“Collectively, these multiple-customer orders highlight the trust and relationships that Leonardo DRS
has built over 30 years with design, development, and sustainment of this key capability,” said Doug
Jankovich, Senior Manager, Business Development. “As fielding of Link-22 systems increase, we look
forward to working with existing and new customers to provide this new critical tactical data link
equipment and support to the war fighter.” Jankovich said.
Leonardo DRS recently completed a successful Link-11/Link-22 data terminal set production contract
with the Australian Defense Force. The project involved production of Link-11/Link-22 capable data
terminal sets and developed, tested, and integrated Link-22 Long Range Waveforms.
Earlier this year, the U.S. Navy awarded Leonardo DRS a contract to provide its Link-11/Link-22
communications systems to update the service’s shipboard systems and increase bandwidth and extend
transmit and receive ranges of time critical tactical warfighter data.
To see more of the Leonardo DRS Link-11/Link-22 technology, please visit the website.
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New Contracts for Leidos
The last few months have been particularly busy for the Leidos team as we continue to win significant
contracts with the UK MoD, German Bundswehr, US DoD & Canadian Department of Defence.
At Leidos we understand that success in business does not come easily and our team of industry
leaders and TDL experts strive every day to innovate, inspire and ignite our customer’s desire for
success through answering those all important question, “What are you trying to achieve”? “How can I
be more efficient in my decision making process?”
At Leidos our dedicated 2 day eSMART course will explore the importance of getting it right. But asking
the right questions at the beginning of any TDL procurement process, will help drive efficiency by
unlocking the ability for organisations to, minimise waste, reduce errors, increase staff productivity and
customer satisfaction, therefore saving TIME, EFFORT and MONEY
Over the 2 days our team will take you through, step by step, the process for:
•

Creating an eSMART DLCP against the standard

•

Editing the message structure

•

Creating a platform requirement specification

•

Publishing a new eSMART Standard

•

Migrating your platform data

•

Comparing your specification against other platform data.

Managing your application of the DLCP process within eSMART will prove how we can boost efficiency
within your organisation by helping identify IO issues at an early stage.
For information on all the courses Leidos provides or to book a place on our next eSMART course, then
please contact Andrew.Stewart@Leidos.com.
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

19 - 25 June
2017

Paris Air Show
Le Bourget, Paris, France

The 52nd show will take place at the Le Bourget Parc des
Expositions from 19 to 25 June 2017, and once again will bring
together all the players in this global industry around the
latest technological innovations. Find out more via the
website.

12 - 15
September 2017

DSEI 2017
ExCeL Convention Centre,
London

DSEI 2017 expects over 35,000 visitors and will boast a
conference programme with headline speakers from the
Defence & Security industry. DSEI 2015 saw 2,874 VIPs
including 255 programmed delegations attend.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for this year’s Training Day! The
booking system will go live in the near future. Visit the
website here.

31 October - 2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

This year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi. Visit the website here.

13 November
2017

Australian TDL
Interoperability Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

To keep up to date regarding this event, please visit the
AS/NZ Chapter website here.

14 - 16
November 2017

MilCIS 2017
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

MilCIS is the only Australian conference that focuses
strategically on the crucial technologies, products, systems
and services associated with military communications and
information systems.

19 - 22 March
2018

NTDLS 2018
Calpe, Spain

These are the provisional dates for NTDLS 2018. This is an
annual event open to Interoperability Platform Nations, at
which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed bulletin has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society – IDLSoc. The contents are intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or
any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you received this e-mail in error, or
wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via editor@idlsoc.com.
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