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IDLS2020 NEWS

Keynote Speaker Announcement
We are pleased to announce Mr George Riebling, Deputy General Manager of the NATO Airborne
Early Warning and Control Programme Management Agency (NAPMA), as a keynote speaker.
George Riebling is the Deputy General Manager and Chief of Staff of the NATO Airborne Early
Warning and Control Programme Management Agency (NAPMA) located in Brunssum, The
Netherlands. The Agency is responsible for the Acquisition Management of the NATO Airborne
Early Warning and Control (NAEW&C) Programme.
Mr Riebling is a retired USAF Colonel with extensive operational experience in five major Command
and Control systems: AWACS, Joint STARS, Air Operations Center, Air Defense and Ground Theater
Air Control System (GTACS). As an operator, he commanded flying units at the squadron and group
levels. He served five staff tours in acquisition management, lessons learned compilation and
operational and strategic planning.
In his last military assignment, he served as the Vice Commander of the 116th Air Control Wing
(ACW) at Robins AFB, Georgia, the USAF’s only E-8C Joint STARS Wing. During this period, he
helped lead the Wing during the highest operations tempo in its history, simultaneously supporting
combat operations in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya. He also played an instrumental role in the Wing
receiving an overall “Excellent” rating during its Operational Readiness Inspection. At the end of the
inspection, the team chief called the 116 ACW the best heavy wing he’d ever inspected.
Receiving his commission as a Second Lieutenant in 1985 from Officer Training School, he holds a Bachelor of Journalism from
the University of Missouri and a Master of Aviation Science from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University.
As a junior officer, he honed his operational skills as an Air Battle Manager in Air Defense, GTACS and AWACS. He graduated from
the prestigious USAF Fighter Weapons School in 1990 as the top academic student in his class.
In his first staff tour, he was hand-selected to be part of the four-member E-767 AWACS Integration Team under 5th Air Force at
Yokota Air Base, Japan, where he assisted the Japan Air Self Defense Force in the development of operational plans prior to the
delivery of its four AWACS aircraft. Upon leaving Japan, he continued to support the E-767 Foreign Military Sales program at the
USAF’s Electronic Systems Center. In his three years at the Center, he also served as the AWACS Program Office’s Chief of
Weapon System Integration and, in his last year, led the ESC Commander’s Action Office.
After selection for promotion to Lieutenant Colonel, Mr Riebling returned to operations at Robins AFB, Georgia, as a Mission Crew
Commander aboard the E-8C Joint STARS aircraft. During the initial phases of Operation Enduring Freedom, serving as the lead E8C Liaison Officer at the Combined Air Operations Center where he developed and implemented the Concept of Operations for
Joint STARS employment in the Afghan theater. In 2003, he assumed command of the 128th Airborne Command and Control
Squadron and twice led his unit on combat deployments to the CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.
Moving to the Air Staff in Washington, DC, in 2005 where he led the Tracking and Exploitation Division in the Air Force Office of
Lessons Learned.
Moving to the Allied Air Component Headquarters in Ramstein AB, Germany after graduation for NATO Defence College in 2008
he served as the lead C2 planner. After his promotion to Colonel, he became the NATO InterimDeployable CAOC’s Director of
Operations and capped off his tour at Ramstein as the Headquarters’ Director of Staff and Commander of the US Element.
Upon leaving Germany, he returned to the Pentagon as the USAF’s Chief of Warfighter Networking. In this role, he led the
development of the USAF’s strategic roadmap for the fielding of advanced networking technologies in the space, airborne and
ground domains. In 2009, he returned to Joint STARS as the active duty element Group Commander and, one year later, the Vice
Wing Commander.
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IDLS2020 Booking Now Open
Please note, the ability to buy one day tickets will be available
6 weeks prior to the event.
If you are NOT a Society member, the cost of membership is
$75 and will be added during the registration process.
Members in their “Grace period” and those who are
“Lapsed” will have to renew their membership as part of the
booking process. If you do not want to renew as part of the
process, please ensure that your membership is active
before booking.

Booking for IDLS2020 is now open.
The pricing for the Symposium is as follows:
Ticket Type

Government

NEW

Industry

Early Bird (ends on Mon $660
24 Aug 20)

$1,340

Standard

$770

$1,450

One Day

$235

$465

Training Day

$315

$415

Master Class

$1,010

$1,260

101 Course

$1,010

$1,260

Membership Booking Renewals
for IDLS2020
After listening to your feedback, we have added an
additional feature to this year’s booking system. If you are
due to renew your membership when you book for the
Symposium, the system automatically includes a
membership fee as part of the process. For those of you
whose membership is not yet due for renewal, you now
have the option of paying in advance. You can find the
tick box at the bottom of page two of the booking system.

IDLS2020 Demonstration.

Sponsorship Opportunities

The next call to discuss the IDLS2020
Demonstration is due to take place on
Tuesday 9 June 2020 at 1700 BST.

There are still plenty of Sponsorship opportunities to take
advantage of during IDLS2020 and the Promotional
Opportunities brochure is available for the Symposium
website.
From sponsoring the Meet and Greet reception to having
your company promotional printed material included in the
Delegate bags, there are a range of sponsorship
opportunities to suit most pockets.
In this issue we would like to highlight the Event Bag
Sponsorship.

If you wish to take part in this year’s Demonstration, please
will you register your interest using the demonstration login
area.

This opportunity includes;
•
Two [2] complimentary Delegate tickets to the
Symposium
•
One [1] Promotional Video following the Society
Guidelines as set out in the brochure
•
Company acknowledgment in the monthly Society
newsletter
•
Company acknowledgment in the Symposium
handbook
•
Company signage at Symposium registration desk
(supplied by you) -up to two (2) 2m x 1m (6ft x 3ft)
signs
•
One [1] corporate flyer or promotional item to be
included in the Delegate Welcome Pack

It is important to ensure that the attendee registering your
company’s interest in attending is a member of the Society,
as they will need to log in using their membership details.
Select the login type as Demonstration, then enter your
membership number and associated password.
Once you have registered your interest you will be able to go
into the system and update your information, either adding
or removing equipment and supplying additional details. You
also have the option of getting a pdf showing the
information you have supplied.
It is important that you register as soon as possible, to
ensure that your organisation is included in the scenarios
which are currently being developed.

The deadline for this opportunity is Friday 30 June 2020
and costs $10,000.
If your organisation would like to sponsor the event, or
propose other sponsorship ideas then please send your
proposal to the Events Team for consideration
(events@idlsocweb.org).
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IDLS2020 Exhibitors
Gold

Silver +

Silver

Bronze +
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CORPORATE NEWS

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

Ultra to provide sensor
fusion, command & control
for United States Marine
Corps

We would like to thank IBM and SAAB for
renewing their corporate memberships.
For more information about becoming a
Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click
here.

Ultra wins Marine Air Defense Integrated System
(MADIS) contract for development of Counter Air
and Counter Unmanned Aerial Systems

As part of the Ground
Based Air Defense
Future Weapon
System, MADIS
provides surface-to-air fires to destroy or negate aerial
threats in defense of the Marine Air-Ground Task Force
(MAGTF). Installed onboard the various platforms including
the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle, Ultra’s state of the art sensor
fusion/command & control software will provide automatic
detection, tracking and cueing of potential threats allowing
soldiers to engage with both kinetic and non-kinetic
effectors against Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) and Fixed
Wing/Rotary Wing platforms.
Tim Stanley, President of Ultra ATS, commented:
“Ultra’s sustained support of the United States Marine Corps
embody our mission to “Innovate today for a safer
tomorrow”. The set of advanced capabilities Ultra is
providing to the MADIS program will bring additional digital
interoperability between fixed and mobile forces, allowing full
spectrum battlespace dominance against an ever-evolving
threat. Ultra looks forward to working with the MADIS team
developing and fielding this critical capability.”

CHAPTER NEWS
Australia/New Zealand Chapter

TDL SUMMIT

3SDL name change to Meta
MISSION DATA

The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be held prior
to MilCIS 2020 at the National Convention Centre Canberra
(NCCC), with Defence and Industry briefings and networking
opportunities.

Following the acquisition
of 3SDL in June 2019 by
Meta Aerospace, we are
very excited to report on
the next stage of our
integration into the Meta
enterprise and our name
change to Meta Mission
Data. We launched our new brand identity and website on
18th May 2020 and we are now proud to sit alongside our
sister Meta companies and share their vision and ambition
for bringing elegant technical and operational solutions to
Defence’s most wicked problems.

The AS/NZ Chapter website will be updated with information
as it becomes available,

Although our name has changed, we remain an
independent UK company within the Meta group and our
commitment to our customers and partners across the
international data links community is stronger than ever.
We look forward to sharing our plans with you over the
coming weeks and exhibiting Meta Mission Data at IDLS in
October.
Our new website at https://meta.aero/mmd/ will tell you
more.
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EVENTS DIARY
08-19
Jun 20
09-11
Jun 20
22, 23
& 26
Oct 20
26
Oct 20
27 - 29
Oct 20

09 Nov
20

10 - 12
Nov 20

1-4
Nov 21

Schleswig Air Base, Germany
More information to follow.

Boston, USA
Cancelled

Herning, Denmark
The Masterclasses and 101 Course will be held prior to IDLS2020.

Herning, Denmark
Industry led half day or full day courses.

Herning, Denmark
IDLS2020 will be taking place in the MCH Herning Kongrescenter.There will be keynote speakers, plenary
sessions, an exhibition hall, a military equipment display and networking opportunities

ITDL Summit, NCCC Canberra, Canberra, Australia
The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be held prior to MilCIS 2020 at the National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

MilCIS 2020, NCCC Canberra, Canberra, Australia
The annual Military Communications and Information Systems (MilCIS) Conference welcomes military and
government organisations, academia, and defence industries to contribute to the future direction of military
communications and information systems.

IDLS2021 Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
IDLS2021 will be taking place in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.

IDLSoc Newsletter - Content Request
We are looking at publishing more technical articles in the
IDLSoc newsletter.
We would be interested in articles of around 500 to 1500
words and based on current issues of interest, including
relevant aspects of research, practice and application.
Past articles have included reports from Timber Express
and a look at Link 22 from the Dutch military, but
there are many other topics within the data links field that
would make for interesting and enlightening articles.
The IDLSoc newsletter readership includes industry,
government, academia and individuals within the data links
community, so please bear this in mind when submitting
your proposal.
If you have a topic you wish to submit, please email your
proposal to editor@idlsocweb.org.
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