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IDLS2021 News

Call for Presentations Reminder
■
■
■
■

Using LK16 to drive UAVs
C2 to control drones
New Standards
New Datalinks – UCI & Open System

These presentations, which should be no more than 30
minutes long (including questions and answers), will be
delivered during the plenary sessions.
The deadline for abstract (of 300 to 1,000 words
containing details of the subject you wish to address and
the point(s) you wish to make) submission is Monday 8
March 2021.

If you wish to submit a presentation for consideration,
please contact the IDLSoc Secretariat as soon as possible
at events@idlsocweb.org.

We are looking for presentations on current issues of
interest, including relevant aspects of research, practice
and application.

A short list of candidates will be selected based on the
content of the abstracts.
Potential presenters will then be asked to submit a draft
presentation by 17 May 2021. This draft should be close to
final presentation quality and should contain complete
structure and textual content. If any of the graphics/videos
that you plan to use in your final presentation are not
available, please indicate where they will appear in your
final presentation. The Technical Committee will be
reviewing these to select the conference presentations.

There are many suitable topics within the TDL field that
would make for interesting and enlightening presentations.
However, if you are finding it difficult to focus on a
particular topic you may find the below list of possible
subjects of use.
■
■
■
■
■
■

Crypto Modernization
Mesh Architectures
Gateways
The Sunset Period of Link 11
Link 16 Frequency Requirement
NATO transferring from Link 1 to JREAP Charlie

Everyone will be informed of the results of the selection
process by 14 June 2021.

IDLS2021 Exhibitors
We would like to thank the following companies who have already signed up to
exhibit at IDLS2021.

Silver +

Silver
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IDLS2021 Exhibitor Packages
The IDLS2021 Exhibitor packages are similar to those
offered in previous years. The package colour denotes the
amount of floorspace an exhibitor is given. In addition each
level gets a number of Individual Registrations and the ‘+’
indicates that there are more delegate tickets included.

A Bronze+ Package
includes

A Gold Package includes
■
■
■

■
■

■
■
■
■

Twelve IDLS2021 delegate tickets
6m by 9m exhibit space for your stand
One exclusive-use meeting room with boardroom-style
layout (please note, audio-visual and catering are not
included
Four promotional videos
Four data sheets

A Bronze Package includes
■
■
■
■

A Silver+ Package includes
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■

Four IDLS2021 delegate tickets
3m by 3m exhibit space for your stand
One promotional video
Two data sheets

Two IDLS2021 delegate tickets
3m by 3m exhibit space for your stand
One promotional video
One data sheet

Eight IDLS2021 delegate tickets
6m by 6m exhibit space for your stand
Three promotional videos
Three data sheets

All of these packages offer marketing opportunities
including company logos posted on the event website and in
the Society monthly newsletter, corporate flyers in welcome
packs, corporate videos and data sheets in the exhibitor
online showcase and visibility in our social media channels.

A Silver Package includes

There is also the option to have a Standard Package, which
is simply a 3m by 3m exhibit floor space.
There are two prices available for each package – Corporate
Member and Non-Corporate Member.

Six IDLS2021 delegate tickets
6m by 6m exhibit space for your stand
Two promotional videos
Two data sheets

Corporate Member Rate
Package

Fee

Gold

Silver +

$33,850.00 $23,475.00 $19,652.00

Non-Corporate Member Rate
Package
Gold
Silver +

Fee

Silver

Silver

$41,000.00 $28,000.00 $23,750.00

Bronze +

Bronze

Standard

$18,560.00

$13,101.00

$9,280.00

Bronze +

Bronze

Standard

$22,500.00

$16,000.00

$11,500.00

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

HALIFAX CONVENTION CENTRE

01 - 04 NOVEMBER
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Chapter News
United States Chapter

Swedish Chapter Meeting

By Mark Yeltis

By Magnus Johansson

The Swedish Chapter held its Annual General Meeting on
the 18 of February 2021. Due to the pandemic and related
restrictions in place, the meeting was held via Skype.
Some 20+ members participated in the proceedings, that
mainly focused on the formal agenda of the AGM.
The meeting was presided by the incumbent chair of the
Swedish Chapter, Major Johan Backman Rydberg (SwAF
Headquarters), who together with the rest of the board
were re-elected for another year. The rest of the board
consists of Maja Hjelm (FMV), Magnus Johansson
(Combitech), Per-Anders Nilsson (Saab), Daniel Hallén
(Sylog), Magnus Bjurqvist (FMV), Torbjörn Ohlsson (FMV),
Annika Åström (SwAF JDLOC), Niclas Lagerbäck (FOI) and
honorary board member Erik Häggblad.

The US Chapter held its Annual General Meeting on 11
February 2021.
Discussions were held around the request to review the DoD
draft Reg 4650.1 and it was agreed that the US Chapter would
be willing to assist.
There was also some discussion around Chapter officers and
the status of election, but it was resolved that this issue
would wait till the meeting in Halifax to conduct new
elections.
General discussion included plans for what will happens after
COVID restrictions are relaxed.

The meeting ended with an open discussion regarding
proposed activities during the year, based on the
assumption that no meetings “in real life” will be possible
before summer. The ambition is to organise a virtual
meeting late spring, followed by a (hopefully…) “real”
meeting in the autumn, and finally concluding this year’s
activities with a Nordic Chapter Meeting during the IDLS
2021 in Halifax.
The Nordic Chapter Meeting is a joint Nordic meeting,
traditionally (at least since 2013) held in conjunction with
the Society’s annual symposium, with all delegates from
Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Finland invited.

Corporate News

Viasat Ramps-Up Production on its Link 16 Next-Generation Tactical
Data Links Radios to Meet Near-Term U.S. and International Defense
Requirements
Viasat has announced
it increased
production run rates
to over 200 NonDevelopmental Item
(NDI) Link 16 NextGeneration Tactical Data Links radios per month to meet
current interest and pending orders from U.S. and
international defense customers.

"The evolving threat environment requires new capabilities
that give warfighters a 360-degree view of the battlefield,"
said Ken Peterman, Viasat's president, Government
Systems. "Viasat is actively developing, fielding and bringing
new capabilities to market, through our expansive NDI
business model, which enables us to deliver products
significantly faster, with lower lifecycle costs and lower risk
to the defense customer when compared to traditional
acquisition programs and timelines."

Specifically, Viasat is seeing surge interest in its Battlefield
Awareness Targeting System-Embedded (BATS-E) Link 16
radios, which provide network connectivity and access for a
variety of unmanned platforms to view, relay and share
situational awareness data for more accurate tracking,
identification and engagement. The Company is on track to
build 25 BATS-E radios per month to meet near-term
demand from U.S. and global military forces—with an ability
to go significantly higher if demand requires. The Company's
other NDI Link 16 radios, the AN/PRC-161 Battlefield
Awareness Targeting System-Dismounted (BATS-D) and
KOR-24A Small Tactical Terminal (STT), round out the
production levels to run rates totaling over 200 radios per
month.

Peterman added, "We have a large-scale production
capacity, which enables us to deliver high volumes of our
Link 16 Next-Generation Tactical Data Links product line.
These products empower warfighters with critical Link 16
communications on the battlefield; are future proofed to
address emerging threat requirements; and meet
cryptographic modernization requirements ahead of any
Department of Defense mandated timeline."
To-date, Viasat has shipped in excess of 5,000 Link 16 NextGeneration Tactical Data Links radios worldwide.
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LINK 16 Training Corporate Subscriptions
Available Training Courses

Link 16 Subscription
Packages are a more
efficient and cost
effective way to access
training. A “Corporate
Subscription” for Link
16 Training enables defense companies and
organizations to access our high-quality Link 16
Webinars on demand. Package subscribers have
unlimited access to complete training courses,
abbreviated “Crash-Courses”, and individual training
modules that cover everything from foundation to
complex system integration training. Our site contains
more than a dozen Link 16 Training Courses, 8 “CrashCourses”, and more than 200 individual training modules.
If a subscription is not required, any number of “Training
Credits” can be purchased according to the amount of
training required. “Training Credits” can be purchased
individually, or in packages.

Subscription Package Options
■

Silver Training Package: 3 - Months Unlimited Access

■

Gold Training Package: 6 - Months Unlimited Access

■

Platinum Training Package: 12 - Months Unlimited
Access

■

Individual Credits: 1, 10, 25, 50 and 100

■

Link 16 Executive

■

Link 16 Intermediate

■

Link 16 Advanced

■

Link 16 Operations

■

Link 16 for Engineers

■

Link 16 System Integration

■

Link 16 Network Enabled Weapons

■

MIDS BU2 and JTRS

■

Network Planning

■

Link 16 Network Design

■

Link 16 Spectrum Management

■

Joint Range Extension Applications Protocol

■

Interface Control Officer Crash Course

Crash Course Topics
■

Introduction to MIDS Baseline Upgrade-2

■

Link16 Enhanced Throughput

■

Concurrent Multi-Netting/Contention Receive

■

Joint Range Extension Applications Receive

■

Network Enabled Weapons

■

FIM/FOM BIM/BOM and Platform Tyles Simplified

■

Introduction to Network Planning

■

Introduction to Network Design

■

Other topics available on request

Benefits
■

24/7/365 Availability

■

Unlimited Technical Support

■

Unlimited Instructor Support

For more information, contact Patrick Pierson via email at
director@network-centric.com.
www.network-centric.com

Viasat Data Links Working
Group

community through informative and interactive
presentations as well as a chance to network with fellow
attendees and presenters. In these unprecedented times, it
is more important than ever to stay connected and up to
date with other data links professionals.
Registration is complimentary but required for
participation. Visit our event website to save your
spot today.

While we have missed
seeing our data links
community in person
over the last year, we
hope to see you online
for what is sure to be an exciting first-ever virtual event.
Join us March 2 - 4 from anywhere around the globe as we
bring the Viasat Data Links Working Group event to you.
Much like our normal in-person event, this year's VDLWG
provides you with unique opportunities to connect with the
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Technical Article

Taking Care of Interoperability
By Andy Dale, ATEQ Consulting

If you think that interoperability is first assessed when a TDL equipped asset enters service and
commences networked operations with other TDL equipped assets, then this article is for you.
Planning for effective interoperability should start at the
beginning of a national TDL programme.
Detailed TDL requirements, derived from international
standards, need to be underpinned by operationally
focused Information Exchange Requirements (IERs). This
will ensure that superfluous requirements are not placed
on a TDL programme (which incur unnecessary cost) and
that the agreed TDL requirements support effective
information exchange with other operational systems.
A set of IERs is also key to the bounding of national and
international interoperability evaluation activities. As soon
as detailed TDL requirements have been captured for an
asset, these can be assessed against the detailed TDL
requirements/implementations of other TDL equipped
assets. A “line-by-line” comparison of the detailed TDL
requirements/ implementations is incredibly timeconsuming and expensive. Having a tool which supports
interoperability evaluation in the context of IERs
substantially reduces both time and cost.
There are many opportunities to assess levels of
interoperability capabilities and limitations (“Caps & Lims”)
during the life of a TDL equipped asset and, at each point,
there is an opportunity to realise benefits, whether to save
programme costs or to inform executive and operational
stakeholders, by:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Identifying interoperability issues against
platforms of interest which inform
requirements & design.
Assessing a contractor’s TDL solution against
your requirements.
Assessing interoperability impacts arising from
platform specific issues derived during unit/system
testing.
Appraising the operator of platform TDL “Caps & Lims”
during acceptance testing.
Focusing live interoperability testing on areas of
concern, thus maximising return on investment during
testing.
Assessing interoperability for an in-service platform
against new IERs, reflecting a change in role.
Assessing interoperability in support of operations
and exercises:
a. Enables an understanding of interoperability
issues before operations/exercises.
b. Supports the development of operational “workarounds” during planning phase.
c. Knowing interoperability issues before a mission
saves time during post mission analysis.

The process of undertaking an interoperability evaluation
is rather straight forward, in the sense that it is about:
1.

Capturing platform implementation data and
identifying platform specific issues.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Identifying the scope of the evaluation, e.g.
Development Programme, Test/Trial, Exercise,
Mission, Campaign.
Capturing IERs for the project platforms to provide
further scope for interoperability analysis.
Analysing platform-to-platform interoperability for all
project platforms in the context of the IERs.
Publishing the results as an intuitive output for
exploitation by all executive and operational
stakeholders.

Complexity is introduced when undertaking the analysis of
asset requirements/implementations and the identification of
interoperability issues, which rely on the competence of the
TDL Subject Matter Expert (SME). The SME needs to be able
to express how well the TDL requirements/implementation
satisfy the IERs for a project, including an assessment of the
levels of interoperability from a unit on one link type (e.g. Link
16), via a data forwarder, to a unit on another link type (e.g.
Link 22).
Once the analysis has been conducted it is crucial that an
output can be provided that can be easily exploited by senior
decision makers, planners and front-line operators.
The output scenario should be flexible enough to allow the
user to reflect their own asset along with the assets of
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interest for the project purpose. It should allow different
link types and implementations thereof to be assessed so
that multi-link interoperability can be assessed without the
need for the user to be a TDL SME.
The interoperability issues should be displayed by number
and criticality and be presented on directional needlines so
that the impact of an issue can be readily observed. The
user would then be able to interrogate the underlying
relational data model to assess interoperability issue
details, expressed both operationally and technically, and
operational workarounds where available.

The user should be able to view the output of the evaluation
in the context of the group level IERs, providing an immediate
view of the state of interoperability between two platforms.
Each of these should then be selectable to reveal the
interoperability issues against the relevant lower level IER.
Each issue should then be further selectable to reveal the full
details.
ATEQ employs the above processes in support of our clients
to provide stakeholders with an intuitive and interactive view
of interoperability “Caps & Lims” for their TDL equipped
platforms.

IDLSoc Newsletter - Content
Request

IDLSoc Membership

We are looking at publishing more technical articles in the
IDLSoc newsletter.
There is a rich seam of topics within the data links field that
we have not yet covered and would make for interesting and
enlightening articles.

There are many benefits to becoming a member of the
International Data Links Society, and any data link user,
customer, manager, policy maker, technical adviser,
support agent or supplier are eligible for membership with
the Society.

We would be interested in articles of around 500 to 1500
words and based on current issues of interest, including
relevant aspects of research, practice and application.

Benefits include:
Access to the only dedicated network for Data
Links professionals providing a great opportunity
to connect with others across the wider Data
Links community.

The IDLSoc newsletter readership includes industry,
government, academia and individuals within the data links
community, so please bear this in mind when submitting
your proposal.

Access to hundreds of Data Links related
documents and files.

If you have a topic you would to submit, please email your
proposal to editor@idlsocweb.org.

The opportunity to attend Chapter events, and to
get priority booking at IDLSoc events.
Every year IDLSoc holds a Symposium, and as a
member you get a special discounted fee for
attendance.
The current individual one year subscription fee is
US$75.00 and you can apply online.
Society staff will vet your application for eligibility and
once approved, you will be sent at ID to login to the
website and pay for your membership.
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