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Planning for IDLS2018
Like many of our members, we are busy planning for this year’s Symposium in San Diego later this year.

Some Key Dates for Organisations and Individuals Taking Part in IDLS2018
•

Deadline for submission for Main Sessions – Friday 9 March 2018

•

3% package discount deadline - Friday 16 March 2018

•

Planning meeting in Calpe, Spain - 10am, Monday 19th March 2018

•

Site Inspection at the Town and Country in San Diego - All day, Tuesday 8th May 2018

IDLS2018 Demonstration – A New Look for 2018
Having listened to some feedback from delegates and those involved in Demonstrations over the years, the
technical team has decided to introduce some changes to the format. These are aimed at enhancing the
delegates’ experience and enabling the companies to make better use of their resources.
Rather than there being one demonstration which is shown repeatedly during the show, there will be five to
six 15 minute Demonstrations which will take place in the exhibition hall, just prior to morning coffee, lunch
and afternoon tea. No sessions will run while the Demonstrations are taking place.
Each Demonstration will have a different theme. The Demonstration team - led by Jamie King - are starting
to plan these Demonstrations. If your organisation wants to be involved please contact events@idlsoc.com.

IDLS2018 Main Sessions
We are currently looking for proposals for presentations from both Government and Industry presenters.
Thank you to those of you who have already submitted abstracts, and for those of you who are planning on
submitting abstracts please remember the deadline is:
Abstract Submission deadline - 9th March 2018
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IDLS2018 Social – Your Suggestions Please
We are being asked to arrange a social event following on from last year’s very successful Desert
Experience, and the San Diego Convention Bureau has proposed a range of activities. However we know
that many of you have been to San Diego on business or are actually based there - at IDLS2004 we had a
social on the USS Midway.
Like last year, there will be a separate registration system for the social event and there will be a surcharge
to attend. If we do not get sufficient sign up then the social will not go ahead.
If you have any suggestions, please let us know by emailing events@idlsoc.com.

Exhibiting at IDLS2018
Its great to see that a number of companies have already signed up to exhibit and/or are looking to sign up.
As mentioned in the key dates above, we are planning on having a site inspection and event planning day on
Tuesday 8th May 2018. As with previous years it is free to attend this event, but you need to register by
emailing events@idlsoc.com.
The exhibition floorplan will be finalised at that meeting, there will be an initial draft at NTDLS, for exhibitors
to look at and comment on.
For more details about exhibiting at IDLS2018 and information on the new features please download the
Exhibitions Packages document.

Confirmed Exhibitors
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IDLS2018 Event Website is Live
We are pleased to confirm that this year’s event website is now available at www.IDLS2018.com, and
includes this year’s branding.
If any of this year’s exhibitors would like to use this in any of their own materials, please contact us at
events@idlsoc.com and we will be happy to assist.
Please keep an eye on the event website over the coming months, to receive all of the latest updates.

Society News
AS/NZ Chapter News
A Masterclass has been planned for 2018, and will be held in Canberra. The theme is “Link 16
Enhancements”.
Further information is available on the chapter website: http://www.anzidlsoc.com.au/
Masterclasses.php

Swedish Chapter News
The Swe Chapter will arrange the next Chapter meeting for the 16th of May. This meeting will take place
in Stockholm, FMV.
The meeting will focus on new medium range air defence system, Patriot.
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Corporate News

Leidos Innovations UK delivers eSMART Training to ISI Hellas in Greece
In early 2018, Leidos Innovations UK sent a team to Athens Greece to deliver eSMART training to ISI Hellas.
eSMART is a single integrated software environment providing the power to deliver the interoperable
Systems Management and Requirements Transformation (iSMART) process. The toolset provides a full
capability to ensuring interoperability assurance plus helping customers implement and manage the
iSMART interoperability process. eSMART reduces the time and effort considerably during the process to
define, verify and validate the requirements for new or legacy platform implementations.
ISI Hellas has been a long-standing partner of Leidos Innovation UK in promoting the adoption of the
iSMART/eSMART partnership.
Andrew Stewart, Sales Manager for the TDL portfolio emphasised that the two companies have a long
standing relationship in this domain and we appreciate their experience and look forward to working with
them now and in the future.
Leidos Innovations UK, is a leader in systems integration working on major programmes spanning the
defence, aerospace and civil sectors. The organisation works with more than 100 business partners and
employs over 1700 people at sites across the UK.
ISI Hellas is engaged in the design, development, integration, installation, testing, and follow-on support of
software intensive Tactical Command, Control and Communications Systems (C3I), Data Link and
Interoperability Solutions and Simulators for Testing and Training purposes.

“This was one of the most successful training event my engineers
attended; your understanding of the challenges of our particular project
requirements and your skill in engaging the participants was outstanding”
Argyrios Athinaios, ISI Hellas

Information on both companies can be found at www.leidos.com/uk-eu or www.isihellas.gr.
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Leidos Innovations UK offers a wide range of specialist courses, from off-the-shelf training to bespoke
consultancy. Designed to meet your needs and more, why not contact Andrew at
andrew.stewart@leidos.com and see how he can help you meet those 2018 training goals?

Leidos Needs You

The Leidos Innovations Tactical Data Link (TDL) product/engineering team would like to invite you to this
year's Combined User Group Meeting being held in Glasgow over the 10th – 12th April 2018.
As a world leader in interoperability analysis, with a wide range of specialised tools, we are constantly
focused on improving our capability. From the early design of MANDRIL our premier Post Test analysis tool
we have always valued our customers’ requirements and would greatly appreciate your participation in the
forth coming User Group to help shape the future and direction of where we go next. But more importantly
our User Groups are two way avenues of interaction. By working with us, we can learn from each other and
eventually, together, help you in your goal to meet your integration requirements and improve
interoperability.
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The TDL product family has had several major releases over the last few years, each release rich in new
features and functionality. We would like to provide you with product updates, share our roadmap, and
enable you to share in the TDL tool user community’s experience.
Subjects for discussion:
•

TDL Update from Engineering Team (recent releases, investments)

•

Customer Use Cases (hear from other customers)

•

Product Demos (focused on recent updates)

•

Open Discussion (Q&A, requirements)

Additional Information
Address:

Leidos, Skypark 1,8 Elliot Place, Glasgow, G3 8EP

Time:

9.30am - 4 30pm, lunch will be provided

RSVP:

Please register by 3rd April by sending an email to tracy.a.kerley@leidos.com and include the
following information: Full name, Company name, and contact details. Registration and
attendance are free of charge.
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

19 - 22 March
2018

NTDLS 2018
Calpe, Spain

This is an annual event open to Interoperability Platform
Nations, at which TDL experts can share operational, technical
and scientific experiences on TDLs.

18 - 19 April 2018 Link 16 Masterclass
Majura Theatre, Canberra,
Australia

The Australian Defence Force Tactical Datalink Authority
(ADFTA) in conjunction with the International Data Link Society
(IDLSoc) Australia/New Zealand (AS/NZ) Chapter is holding a
LINK 16 Masterclass at the Majura Theatre, Majura Park
Canberra Airport from 0900 to 1700 on the 18th and 19th of
April 2018. Full details are on the Chapter website here.

8 May 2018

The agenda is to include a tour of the facilities, an update on

IDLS2018 Event Planning Day
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

IDLS2018 planning and presentations from both the venue and
the San Diego Tourism Authority.
It is free to attend, but you must register your attendance with
Emma Jane in advance.

16 May 2018

Swedish Chapter Meeting
FMV, Stockholm, Sweden

This meeting will focus on new medium range air defence
system, Patriot. Please contact Ronny Eyrd for more details.

16 - 22 July 2018

Farnborough International
Airshow
Farnborough, Hampshire, UK

The Farnborough International Air Show prides itself on
facilitating first-class business opportunities for the global
aerospace industry. As one of the world’s largest exhibitions
and air displays, the show provides a wealth of dedicated and
focused business platforms.

29 October 2018

IDLSoc Training Day 2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

Make sure that you save the date for the 2018 IDLSoc Training
Day! Further details will be released in the near future.

30 October - 1
November 2018

IDLS2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

IDLS will be returning to San Diego this year, taking place at the
newly refurbished Town and Country Hotel. The event website
will be live in the new future - please watch this space for
further details.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed newsletter has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc). The contents
are intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place
any reliance on all or any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you
received this e-mail in error, or wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via
editor@idlsoc.com.
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