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IDLS2020 NEWS

IDLS2020 Event Planning Day Teleconference
Emma Jane Taylor reports on the recent Event Planning Day Teleconference call.
The Event Planning Day for IDLS2020 was due to take place
on 20th April. As many of you are aware, the Planning Day
allows the exhibitors, various military delegates, the
Society’s General Committee, the MCH Team and the Events
Team to come together to plan and confirm the setup for
IDLS2020. Unfortunately, we were all unable to meet
because of the Coronavirus pandemic.
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So, the planned daylong meeting was replaced by an hourlong teleconference, with a presentation including videos of
the venue, produced by the MCH Team. Over 40 people
joined the call.

The stage in the middle of the two halls can be fully
opened, so you can see through from one end to the
other end.
The Demonstration will take place at the far end with a
large screen display. There will be two screens located
on the walls either side of the stage in the first of the
two halls.

Exhibiting at IDLS2020
The call included a slide showing the companies which have
signed up to exhibit. The Events Team will post information
supplied by the companies about their products and services
as well as videos as soon as they are received, in part, to
promote the respective companies, but also to say thank you
for their loyal support at this difficult time.

The teleconference covered the following points:
•
The current situation and the impact on IDLS2020
•
MCH presentation on layout and the Exhibition Hall
•
Exhibiting at IDLS2020
•
Hotels
•
Other points

I was also able to report that we have sold all the Gold and
Silver stands and that we have increased the number of
Silver stands to ten. There are other companies in
discussions with the Society about securing stand space.

The current situation and the impact on IDLS2020

The exhibition floor plan was discussed and next week we
will be asking exhibitors to select their stand space.
Remember selection is based on the premise of ‘first to pay
is first to be served’.

Obviously, the current lockdown as a result of COVID19 is
making the IDLS2020 planning process more difficult than
usual. However, the Society and the MCH have taken the
view that as the event is at the end of October and the
situation is changing day-by-day, it is too early to take a
decision on whether to cancel.

Hotels

We are also aware that the Danish government is due to take
a decision at the end of August as to whether or not it will
permit large gatherings in the foreseeable future.
Therefore, the current view is that the earliest a Go/No Go
decision can be taken is the beginning of September. In the
meantime, we will plan as if the event is going ahead.
The Society has secured a block of rooms in the DGI Huset
Herning. This hotel is situated next to the venue, with a
bridge that links the two. Rooms have also been booked at
the Scandic Hotel Regina, a short distance away from the
conference venue.

MCH presentation on layout and Exhibition Hall

No hotel rooms are included in the exhibitor packages or the
delegate tickets.
Please note that Herning is not a big city and therefore there
are only a small number of hotels.
You can now book your hotel rooms via a link on the
IDLS2020 website.

The MCH Team had very kindly taken some video footage of
the venue. This footage was on the screen during the call,
with a voice over by me. Unfortunately, the speed of the
video varied for each of the participants, so some attendees
may have been left a little confused. The video footage can
be viewed here.

However, there was a word of caution from one attendee,
who had done this and had the whole charge taken from his
credit card rather than just a deposit, that he can not claim
back from his company until after the event. – I will be
raising this as a concern with Visit Herning.

Several key points were made:
1.
2.
3.

Other points

The MCH Herning Kongrescenter is in the centre of
Herning and is not located with the other MCH buildings.
The Society has secured the entire building for the event.
The halls in the exhibition area are at different levels
with varying ceiling heights.

Exhibitors were asked to help promote the event by using the
event banners that are available from events@idlsocweb.org

2

A question was asked that if we must cancel the physical
event would delegates be able to attend a virtual IDLS2020?
The Technical and Events Committees are already
discussing this and how it might be done. We believe that,
this could be achieved by providing delegates with a twohour session each day. Any thoughts and ideas around this
suggestion would be welcome.

found by clicking this link:
If you have any questions please contact us by email on
events@idlsocweb.org and we will get back to you. We will
also include any such questions in the Q&A section of the
monthly newsletter.
Like many of you, the Society’s officers have been thinking
about the TDL Family and wondering how they can support
the community at this difficult time. We are currently
considering several options and we hope to able to share
more information in the next newsletter.

I appreciate that meeting face-to-face is the best way to plan
for the event, but our present situation makes this difficult.
Until the situation changes we will have to do the best we
can. I have no doubt that we will soon be engaging in further
conference calls.

In the meantime, keep safe, stay well and be positive.

All the material shared on this event planning call can be
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IDLS2020 - Training Day Course
We are pleased to announce a fourth training day course,
courtey of 3SDL..

The full details of the course can be found here.

Through Life Support to Tactical Data Systems
The aim of this course is to inform the audience of the
processes and capabilities associated with Through-life
engineering of Tactical Data Systems applicable to the land,
maritime and air environments. It describes the role of
engineering support capabilities throughout the TDS lifecycle,
from integration through to in-service support, and how they
may augment an operational network such as extending the
reach of OPNET management.

IDLS2020 Demonstration
The first IDLS2020 Demonstration call took place on
Tuesday 28th of April, with 32 participants.

The online system for organisations to register their
interest in taking part in the demonstration will be on the
IDLS2020 website shortly. We will email all parties who
have indicated an interest in taking part once the system is
live.

Roberto Silva of Ultra has bravely offered to be the lead for
this year’s demonstration. During the call he outlined his
suggestions on how this year’s demonstration could build
on those of previous years.

The presentation from the demonstration planning meeting
can be found at this link . To access the presentation, you
need to be a Society member and logged on.

For this year’s demonstration, Roberto put forward these
ideas:
•
•
•

The demonstration planning meetings are now taking place
monthly and the next call is on Tuesday 26th May at 17:00
BST

2020 vision into the future?
2020 Vision?
Scenario built around a pandemic

He asks for people to put suggestions in for a theme, so if
you have an idea please get in touch with
events@idlsocweb.org and we will pass your ideas on to
Roberto.
The demonstration slots have been expanded to 20
minutes, with the aim of allowing some audience
participation. This will be an opportunity for the delegates
to influence the outcome of the demonstration.

IDLS2019 Demonstration

IDLS2020 - Featured Exhibitor
We would like to thank SAIC for exhibiting at IDLS2020.
SAIC® is a premier technology integrator solving our nation’s most complex
modernization and readiness challenges. Our robust portfolio of offerings across
the defense, space, civilian, and intelligence markets includes high-end solutions
in engineering, IT, and mission solutions. Using our expertise and understanding
of existing and emerging technologies, we integrate the best components from
our own portfolio and our partner ecosystem to deliver innovative, effective, and
efficient solutions.
We are 25,500 strong; driven by mission, united by purpose, and inspired by opportunities. Headquartered in Reston, Virginia,
SAIC has pro forma annual revenues of approximately $7.1 billion. For more information, visit saic.com. For ongoing news,
please visit our newsroom.

Promotional Video

A reminder for exhibitors

We are, once again, offering exhibitors the opportunity to
to showcase your company at the event and on the event
website. If you would like to take up this opportunity
please submit film footage and a script no more than one
minute long to events@idlsocweb.org no later than
Tuesday 30th of June.

If you are exhibiting at IDLS2020, you should have
already been contacted regarding letting us have your
company description.
If you have not already done so please send the
description, no more than 200 words to
events@idlsocweb.org no later than Tuesday 30th of
June. Once received they will be placed online and be
used as your entry in the event handbook.

If you have no images or film footage, then the company
logo will be used as a backdrop to the voice over. The
Society will then nominate a ‘face’ to give an overview and
then read each of the scripts in turn. Once approved the
video will then be placed on the event website prior to the
event and then played at the event.
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IDLS2019 BU2 Panel
Nick Kropp discusses the BU2 Panel held at IDLS2019.
existing I-Level facilities (limited 3PS customers). Option 3
are “proposed” I-Level facilities in a limited number of
countries, (to be determined). Cost factors and timelines
were discussed, both are dependent on number of terminals
and retrofit option.
The primary concern from attendees was the impact of being
a “disadvantaged user” when employing BU2 terminals. This
is due to the BU2 terminal’s inability to use the Concurrent
Contention Receive (CCR) and Concurrent Multi-Net 4 (CMN4)
capabilities available in the MIDS JTRS Core and JTRS CMN4
terminals. The impact of BU2 not having these features is
situation dependent. The key point discussed was how the
BU2 maintains full interoperability with all Legacy Link 16
capabilities, and in most cases, operations will see no
negative impact. In cases where the Link 16 network is fully
subscribed, the BU2 terminals will still receive the main net
data with the ability to transmit and receive more information
in the Network Participation Groups (NPGs) that are assigned
as ET (network design activity). What this really means is that
BU2 users will still be able to meet their current Information
Exchange Requirements (IERs).

This session reviewed the key factors involved with
upgrading MIDS terminals to BU2 specifications. The panel
was supported by Randy Marzen from DLS and Sue Looges
from ViaSat, discussion was facilitated by Nick Kropp.
Central to the discussion is the requirement to update all
MIDS variants in order to comply with the crypto
modernization mandate. This can be accomplished through
upgrading BU1 terminals, or by purchasing new MIDS JTRS
terminals. The panel’s goal was to provide the audience the
key consideration points that can help with the decision
process. Agenda items reviewed the MIDS variants, internal
components affected, compatibility/interoperability
considerations, key improvements, new baselines, and the
process for retrofitting the terminals.

The session closed with final questions regarding contact
points and follow on, one on one meetings to discuss details
for retrofit option. All in all, a very productive session, thanks
to all that participated!

BU2 hardware updates are; Crypto Modernization (CM),
Frequency Remap (FR), and Enhanced Throughput (ET). CM
is required for ALL Link 16 users. FR is required to operate in
countries that may limit the use of some Link 16 frequencies
(up to 14), and ET provides a means to increase data
capacity. BU2 also includes updates from Engineering
Change Proposals (ECPs) which are vetted through the MIRB
and MIDS IPO.
Three options for retrofit were explained. Option 1, which is
ready for all 3rd Party Sales (3PS) customers today, is to ship
terminals to OEM depots. Option 2 is to use 3PS countries

BU2 presentations from 2019 can be found here.

IDLSoc Newsletter - Content Request
We are looking at publishing more technical articles in the
IDLSoc Newsletter.
We would be interested in articles of around 500 to 1500
words and based on current issues of interest, including
relevant aspects of research, practice and application.
Past articles have included reports from Timber Express
and a look at Link 22 from the Dutch military, but
there are many suitable topics within the data links field
that would make for interesting and enlightening articles.
The IDLSoc Newsletter readership includes industry,
government, academia and individuals within the data links
community, so please bear this in mind when submitting
your proposal.
If you have a topic you would to submit, please email your
proposal to editor@idlsocweb.org.
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CORPORATE NEWS

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

NCS Offers Online Training

We are we like to thank DLS and
Diginext for renewing their
Corporate Memberships.

Lockdowns and social
distancing have
increased the need for
online training. NCS
has provided webbased training since
2008, but the increase
in demand has allowed us to increase and improve this
service.

For more information about
becoming a Corporate Member of
IDLSoc please click here.

Companies, organisations, and individuals that need high
quality training while working remotely can now do this by
accessing our web-based training site. The training is a live
interactive video broadcast using modern web-based training
applications. There are no required downloads or complicated
user interfaces. Students from multiple locations can access
the training event at the same time, which supports a robust
collaborative training environment while observing social
distancing.
We currently offer the below listed courses online; however,
training events can be tailored to meet any specific
requirements.
Course Title

Duration

Link 16 Intermediate
Link 16 Advanced
Link 16 Network Enabled Weapons
Intermediate
Link 16 Network Enabled Weapons Advanced
Link 16 for Engineers (plus System Integration)
MIDS JTRS and Baseline Upgrade-2
Requirements and Capabilities

2-days
3-days
3-days
4-days
5-days
2-days

CHAPTER NEWS

For more information please email director@networkcentric.com.

UK Chapter

2020 Tactical
Communications Users
Group Cancelled

The UK Chapter Deputy Chair and Treasurer posts are still
available for election. Volunteers are required for both posts
and any nominations should be addressed to the UK Chapter
Secretary

Given the developments
and continued spread of
the coronavirus, it is with
regret that we have decided
to cancel the 2020 Tactical
Communications Users Group (TUG) meeting from June
9th to 11th in Burlington, MA this year.
Throughout the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, Curtiss-Wright
Defense Solutions’ first priority is to protect the health and
safety of our employees and clients. The postponement of
the conference to a later date has been discussed, but the
conditions for success cannot be met in these uncertain
times.
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EVENTS DIARY
5
May 20
26
May 20
26 - 28
May 20
26 - 28
May 20
08-19
Jun 20
09-11
Jun 20
22, 23
& 26
Oct 20
26
Oct 20
27 - 29
Oct 20
1-4
Nov 21

Leidos, Lincoln, United Kingdom
Cancelled

IDLS2020 Demonstration Planning Call
Tuesday 26th May at 17:00. If you are interested in attending please email events@idlsocweb.org

Kaunas, Lithuania
Cancelled

Aix-en-Provence, France
Postponed until the autumn meeting

Schleswig Air Base, Germany
More information to follow.

Boston, USA
Cancelled

Herning, Denmark
The Masterclasses and 101 Course will be held prior to IDLS2020.

Herning, Denmark
Industry led half day or full day courses.

Herning, Denmark
IDLS2020 will be taking place in the MCH Herning Kongrescenter.There will be keynote speakers, plenary
sessions, an exhibition hall, a military equipment display and networking opportunities

IDLS2021 Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
IDLS2021 will be taking place in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.
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