Welcome to the International Data Links Society’s e-mail bulletin, which covers topical news and events that are of
interest to the Data Links community. To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor at editor@idlsoc.com.

Symposium Speaker Programme
IDLS2016 in Maastricht is now firmly behind us but
as we look back we reflect on some of the feedback
we had on the speaker program. Building a speaker
programme across the Symposium, including the
training day, takes a lot of planning and
coordination and the Society Technical Committee is
engaged in trying to strike a balance between
relevant and engaging government speakers, as
well as informative presentations from across the
spectrum of the TDL community’s industrial
partners.
Based on the survey that the IDLSoc conducted
post IDLS2016, the vast majority of feedback that
we have received has been positive towards the
speaker programme and thanks must go out to
those individuals who were involved in submitting
abstracts, delivering presentations and of course the
small team that helped to select and coordinate the
speakers. With the latter in mind, particular thanks
should go to the members of the Dutch, German
and Swedish Armed Forces, who were so
instrumental in securing high profile keynote and
VIP speakers.
As we move forward, the planning for IDLS2017 is
already in play and in the next couple of months we
will be communicating the Symposium themes and
issuing a call for abstracts. The call for next year’s
Training Day courses is below.
We strive to maintain the high standards that we
have set ourselves, so that the level of information
exchange will continue to receive positive feedback.
Of course, this will only be achieved by securing
high
quality
papers
from
engaging
and
knowledgeable presenters, so we would request
that members start thinking about contributing to
the programme and using our network to start
suggesting ideas for how to meet the TDL
challenges of the future.
Mark Johnson
IDLSoc Technical Committee Chairman
December 2016
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IDLSoc 2017 Training Day
Following this year’s feedback survey, training suggestions received included MIDS, JTRS, VMF, Link 16,
Link 22 and developments on BU2.
Other areas that included a show of interest were TDLs aboard unmanned systems (i.e. Link 16 via
JREAP-C), network design utilising both Link 16 and Link 22 and threats to the TDL.
Call for Courses for the 2017 Training Day
The Training Day will take place at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club on 30 October 2017. The plan is to
offer a maximum of 6 courses but the response will obviously dictate the actual number of courses to
be delivered.
Corporate members wishing to propose and run any of the courses would be welcomed. Proposals
should be submitted by 27 January 2017 to Emma Jane Taylor.

IDLS2017 Event Planning Day
This Event planning day for IDLS2017 is to be held at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club in Abu Dhabi on
Sunday 26 February 2017.
The Agenda will include:
A tour of the Armed Forces Officers’ Club, including the exhibition and mobile display facilities
An update on IDLS2017 planning
A presentation from the Armed Forces Officers’ Club
Discussion on the proposed exhibition floor plan
IDLS2017 Demonstration planning
IMPORTANT: The Event Planning Day is free to attend but you must register your attendance with
Emma Jane in advance.

20th Year of the NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS)
The NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS)
is an international forum open to NATO and Partner
Nations. Its aim is to give participants, military or
civilian personnel, an opportunity to exchange
experiences, introduce national approaches and
discuss general concepts on NATO Tactical Data
Links (TDLs) on an expert level in order to improve
knowledge and increase interoperability on TDLs.
This is a reminder that the calling notice for the 20th
NTDLS is out now — the event will be held at the
Diamante Beach Conference Facilities in Calpe, Spain
from 27–30 March 2017.

December 2016
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Society News
AS/NZ Chapter News
After the conclusion of the successful TDL Summit on 7 November 2016, the Chapter held their Annual
General Meeting. Outcomes from the AGM included agreement that Masterclasses will continue into
2017 (details to follow as each date firms up) and the TDL Summit will again be held in November. The
AGM also elects the committee for 2017 – and congratulations are in order for the new committee:
Defence co-chair

Mike Kenderes (Director ADF TDL Authority)

Industry co-chair

Graham Priestnall (CAE)

Treasurer

Wayne Damm (Damm Consulting)

Secretary

Daniel Caon (Saab Australia)

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Ultra Electronics have renewed their corporate membership this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

Inzpire and Atheniem awarded UK MOD contract to provide specialist operational
and technical Air Command and Control (C2) and Multi Tactical Data Link (MTDL)
subject matter support
Inzpire and Atheniem are delighted to announce that they have been awarded a Contract by the UK
MOD Situational Awareness, Command and Control Delivery Team (SACC DT), to provide specialist
operational and technical Air Command and Control (C2) and Multi Tactical Data Link (MTDL) subject
matter support to the UK Control and Reporting Centre (CRC) System Interface (CSI) in-service phase.
The support provision will utilise previous project subject matter expertise and experience to span all
phases of the project from Air C2/MTDL SME support and guidance, to the more technically focused;
Interoperability, System Integration and Test management of new hardware and software baselines
throughout the duration of the project.
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Inzpire’s Integrated Sensors and Systems Division have wide-ranging and in-depth experience of air
platform and systems integration encompassing Radar, Defensive Aids Suites, Information Operations,
associated Weapons and Systems Management from both the military client and industry perspectives.
The contract will see them working alongside Atheniem Ltd, a UK based independent consultancy and
training organisation. Atheniem specialises in operational and technical support through the acquisition,
integration, testing and sustainment of Multi Tactical Data Link (MTDL) platforms and Air Battle
Management Command, Control, Computers and Communication (C4) systems.
Inzpire’s Technical Manager, Mick Nadin, explained: “Inzpire brings extensive knowledge and
experience of Tactical Data Link (TDL) systems from a platform perspective through our ongoing
support to the Typhoon Team. We are genuinely looking forward to this new collaboration with
Atheniem, a new company with strong values not unlike our own, and I am sure this partnership will
enable us to provide support of the very highest standard to the SACC DT and its customers”.
Huw Davies, Atheniem Director said: “Inzpire and Atheniem both share a very clear customer focused
ethos and as a team we look forward to utilising this philosophy to deliver a very high quality of project
specific support and guidance to the SACC DT”.

Cobham Antennas at IDLS2016
Cobham Antenna Systems joined IDLS in October 2016 with a view to gaining a greater understanding
of the LINK16 and Tactical Communications market.
We attended the IDLS2016 Symposium and met with a number of existing and new customers. We
were very well received and we would like to thank IDLSoc for their great work and support in
connecting us with the other members.
We look forward to working with IDLSoc and its members throughout 2017. Best wishes and Season’s
Greetings from Cobham Antenna Systems.

Dexata Corporation - UK Product Launch and Technology Briefing on Horus ISR Deep
Analytics Capability
Dexata will be hosting the UK launch of its Horus ISR Deep Analytics software on 23 February 2017 at
the Australian High Commission in London.
HORUS is a real time big data analytics engine that provides an essential addition to systems that
monitor the movements of objects, people, or machines over time. HORUS adds value to any kind of
tracking capability that might be used for surveillance, analysis, planning, coordination and decision
support.
HORUS works by improving the ability of the most critical component of all of these systems – the
people charged with monitoring, interpreting, managing and acting upon the information that they
present: This is the Information Exploitation challenge.
If you would like to attend this launch, please e-mail London.events@dexata.com or call +44 (0)208
577 8519. For further information and an invitation, please visit www.dexata.com.
December 2016
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The latest SyntheSys Training E-Newsletter is out now!
In this issue, we bring you highlights from the second half of this year.
Whether you are new to us or old friends, our hope is to keep you
informed via stories and insights from our Training Division.
Download now to read more about the application of the Data Link
Manager (DLM)/Interface Control Officer (ICO) Training, along with
details of organisations that have successfully completed SyntheSys
training.
You can read the newsletter here.

Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

26 January 2017

Swedish Chapter Meeting
FMV SmartLab, Stockholm

The meeting agenda will include; a presentation from Brigadier
General Anna Eriksson, Chief of C4ISR, a presentation from
HQ Gripen Strat. JAS39 Gripen E and the Swedish Chapter
Annual Meeting.
All members of IDLSoc Swedish Chapter are welcome.

19—23 February
2017

IDEX 2017
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition
Centre, Abu Dhabi, UAE

IDEX is the only international defence exhibition and
conference in the MENA region demonstrating the latest
technology across land, sea and air sectors of defence. Learn
more on the website here.

28 February—5
March 2017

Australian International
Aerospace & Defence
Exposition (AVALON 2017)
Geelong, Australia

The Australian International Airshow and Aerospace & Defence
Exposition is a global business event, w ith total
attendances over the four industry-only trade sessions of the
2015 event exceeding 33,000 .

27—30 March
2017

NTDLS 2017
Calpe, Spain

NTDLS is an annual event open to Interoperability Platform
Nations at which TDL experts can operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for next year’s Training Day!
Further details will be released in due course.

31 October—2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Next year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi.
Further details will be released in due course.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
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