The Society is excited to be taking IDLS to the Middle East for the first time in its history and as such,
has included a overview of Abu Dhabi in this newsletter, for all our members who have never visited
the region.
We are also delighted to be able to announce that the theme for this year’s Symposium has now been
agreed:

“Coalition Operations: Overcoming Today’s Operational Challenges Using
Tactical Data Links”
Conflicts around the globe have brought about a number of challenges in relation to how national,
NATO and regional collation forces can defend their own interests, by sharing information in and
around the battlespace. TDL based systems have been used in many operational environments to
counter threats, and have been developed over time to support collaborative information
exchanges. As we reflect on use through recent conflicts, the Symposium will ask whether our
TDL operational doctrine is fit for purpose, whether the TDL standards need further updating and
whether our TDL systems are truly interoperable and equipped for operational use.
Please bear this them in mind when you are putting together your submissions for this year’s event. For
further information about submitting a paper, please see page 3.

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Abu Dhabi, UAE

The capital of the seven emirates that comprise the UAE and such, the seat of the UAE
Government and home to the Abu Dhabi Emirati family and the President of the UAE
One of the wealthiest and most developed capital cities in the world, with an annual economy of
more than $250bn
An international hub for business and tourism; it has a population of 2.89m, but nationals only
make up 0.64m of this
It is located on an island approximately 250m from the mainland and is connected by a number of
highway bridges
The average daily temperature in October and November is 24 - 29oC (75 - 84oF)
Being the UAE’s largest and most populated emirate, Abu Dhabi embodies the prosperity and
success of the country’s flourishing economy and international status.
With its growing investment in tourism and infrastructure, and its continued success in the oil sector,
Abu Dhabi has become one of the wealthiest capitals in the world.

The Armed Forces Officers’ Club and Hotel - this year’s venue
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The city has seen something of an
economic boom in its recent history; last
year ‘UK Business Insider’ ranked it the
13th wealthiest in the world. The
emirates GDP was up 7.7% in the fourth
quarter of 2016 and in January 2017,
the Khaleej Times ranked Abu Dhabi the
third fastest growing city globally in
terms of tourism growth.
Despite this, it has managed to retain its
traditional Islamic roots, with heritage
and culture prominent throughout the
emirate.
As Abu Dhabi secures its foothold in
economic world rankings, it has begun
hosting major international events; its
reputation for tourism and hospitality
makes the city ideal for this.

Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque - one of the jewels in the
Emirate’s crown and the eighth largest mosque in the world

Last year Abu Dhabi was host to the inaugural Aerospace and Aviation Week; a collection of world-class
events, exhibitions, conferences and seminars across all aspects of aviation and aerospace, from
general and commercial to military and private sectors. It was the world’s largest, and most high profile
aerospace and aviation exposition, taking place for a week across multiple locations in the emirate.
One of the events included the Red Bull Air Race World Championship, a major event that Abu Dhabi
has hosted for the past 9 years, and will host for the 10th time in 2017.
With Abu Dhabi’s economy so tailored towards tourism and leisure the city has a plethora of both iconic
and cultural attractions for visitors, with the architectural intricacy of both modern and traditional
buildings being awe inspiring. The Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque is the 8th largest mosque in the world
and has a 40,000 worshipper capacity. Featuring 82 domes, over 1,000 columns, 24 carat gold gilded
chandeliers and the world's largest hand-knotted carpet, it is a must see for visitors.
The city is also home to many other iconic attractions such as the Emirates Palace, the Etihad Towers
and the Capital Gate. Whilst being able to marvel at the city’s architectural wonders, visitors can also
experience traditional Emirati heritage and culture, with many traditional attractions, heritage sites and
‘souk’ markets all over the emirate,
giving you a taste of authentic Emirati
life.
Abu Dhabi’s thriving culture and
economy make it an ideal host for
IDLS2017. The emirate also has an
increasing prominence in defence, with
February’s IDEX event - taking place
immediately prior to this year’s Event
Planning Day - being the biggest
defence exhibition in the Middle East.

Etihad Towers, a signature of Abu Dhabi’s skyline (Credit: CC BY-SA 4.0 by
Vikramjit Kakati)
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We look forward to welcoming you
to the Symposium for 2017, and
hope that you will find this year’s
event
is
informative
and
stimulating.
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IDLS2017 Call for Industry Presentations
With this year’s Symposium theme in mind, we are looking for high quality presentations on current
issues of interest on relevant aspects of research, practice and application.
These presentations, which should be no more than 30 minutes long (including questions and answers),
will be delivered during the plenary sessions.
1) If you wish to submit a presentation for consideration, please contact the Communications
Secretary, Emma Jane Taylor, as soon as possible.
2) An abstract of 300 to 1,000 words containing details of the subject you wish to address and the
point(s) you wish to make. It must be submitted by 13 March 2017. A short list of candidates will be
selected based on the content of the abstracts.
3) Potential presenters will then be asked to submit a draft presentation by 22 May 2017. This draft
should be close to final presentation quality and should contain complete structure and textual content.
If any of the graphics/videos that you plan to use in your final paper are not available indicate where
these will appear in your final paper. The Technical Committee will be using these papers to select the
conference presenters.
Everyone will be informed of the results of the selection process by 3 July 2017.

IDLS2017 Government Presentations
If you wish to submit a presentation for consideration, please send a brief abstract to the
Communications Secretary, Emma Jane Taylor, outlining your proposed content by 13 March 2017.
This will be reviewed by the Technical Committee and a decision regarding the presentation’s inclusion
will be received by the 22 May 2017.

IDLS2017 Event Planning Day
This Event planning day for IDLS2017 is to be held at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club in Abu Dhabi on
Sunday 26 February 2017.
The Agenda will include:
A tour of the Armed Forces Officers’ Club, including the exhibition facilities
An update on IDLS2017 planning
Presentations from both the Armed Forces Officers’ Club and the Abu Dhabi Convention Bureau
Discussion on the proposed exhibition floor plan
IDLS2017 Demonstration planning

IMPORTANT: The Event Planning Day is free to attend but you must register your attendance with
Emma Jane in advance.
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IDLS2017 Exhibitors Packages Now Available
The details of this year’s exhibitor packages have now been released and are accessible via the website
here.
Please note the package numbers shown in the exhibitor document do not take into account
any that have been sold. For example, one Gold has been sold so only one is now available.
We are pleased to confirm that the following packages have been sold:

Gold

Silver

Bronze / Bronze+

There has already been strong interest from several exhibitors this year and we are in the process of
finalising contracts with a number of companies. We will look forward to announcing these in due
course.

Society News
20th Year of the NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS)
The NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS)
is an international forum open to NATO and Partner
Nations. Its aim is to give participants, military or
civilian personnel, an opportunity to exchange
experiences, introduce national approaches and
discuss general concepts on NATO Tactical Data Links
(TDLs) on an expert level in order to improve
knowledge and increase interoperability on TDLs.
The theme for this year’s event is: “20 Years
NTDLS - Achievements - Future Challenges”
The proposal is for the 20th NTDLS to provide a view
of the future for the interoperability of TDL, together with lessons learned from the recent past.
IMPORTANT: To attend, register online via the NTDLS homepage by 10 March 2017. The NTDLS
homepage is accessible at: https://nhqc3s.hq.nato.int. Select CaP1, then NTDLS, before clicking on
‘Sign in’ at the top right of the page.
The room reservation can only be guaranteed until 10 March 2017. To make your room reservation you
will need to contact the venue directly, quoting the promotional code ’NTDLS 20’:
Hotel Diamante Beach
Web:
www.diamantebeach.com
Email:
reservas@ar-hotels.com
Phone:
0034.96.587.5609
Fax:
0034.96.583.6264
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Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Tactical Communications Group have renewed their corporate
membership this month.

The Society would also like to welcome Thales Communications & Security as a new corporate member.
Thales is a global technology leader in the Aerospace, Transportation and Defence and Security
markets. With its 25,000 engineers and researchers, Thales has unique capability to design, develop
and deploy equipment, systems and services that meet the most complex security requirements.
Thales Communications & Security attended IDLS2016 and brought along a selection of their products,
including their “TopLink MINT” multi-purpose standalone solution, UAS Ground Control Station and their
Situational Awareness display/recording/replay software, “TopLink View”.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

Atheniem Ltd are very pleased to announce that Paul Langdon has joined our
expanding company.
Paul has specialist knowledge of C4I Operations, Data Link Network Management and Planning, System
Engineering, Flight Test Engineering and Air C2/TDL Test Management during a career that has
spanned over 30 years with the Royal Air Force (RAF), industry and consultancy.
His TDL work has seen him employed as the Test Manager for the Swiss FLORAKO and Norwegian
NORGIL projects. Additionally, he has provided TDL technical and operational support to the Austrian
AMMTEC project, the Finnish LGS project, the Finnish Link 22 project and the Australian
JP2089 Network Management System selection. He has also been employed as a TDL specialist within a
C4I advisory team working for a Middle East customer for the design of TDLs into an Air Defence
Weapons System.
Keen to diversify and expand upon his System Engineering knowledge, Paul has recently worked in the
Nuclear industry, designing the integration of Security and Emergency Systems into a new C4I system.
Upon his appointment, Paul said "I am delighted to be joining Atheniem and especially look forward to
working with an agile and flexible team that is at the forefront of TDL knowledge, both in the UK and
internationally".
January 2017

Page 5

SyntheSys kicks off 2017 by delivering training to the Swedish Defence Material
Administration and BAE Systems Saudi Arabia
SyntheSys hits the ground running for the start of 2017 by delivering MIDS Link 16 training to both the
Swedish Defence Materiel Administration and BAE Systems Saudi Arabia.
This introductory course content starts with the features and benefits of MIDS Link 16, before
progressing to the operational use of MIDS Link 16. The course concludes with students utilising the
Daronmont Link Training Suite (DLTS), which provides each student the opportunity to interact with a
simulated MIDS Link 16 network. SyntheSys provides a variety of data link training courses.
If you would like to know more, please contact us at training@synthesys.co.uk or visit our website at
http://www.synthesystraining.co.uk/.

Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

19 - 23 February
2017

IDEX 2017
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition
Centre, Abu Dhabi, UAE

IDEX is the only international defence exhibition and
conference in the MENA region demonstrating the latest
technology across land, sea and air sectors of defence. Learn
more on the website here.

26 February 2017 IDLS2017 Event Planning Day The agenda is to include a tour of the facilities, an update on
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu IDLS2017 planning and presentations from both the venue and
Dhabi, UAE
the Abu Dhabi Convention Bureau.
It is free to attend, but you must register your attendance with
Emma Jane in advance.
28 February - 5
March 2017

Australian International
Aerospace & Defence
Exposition (AVALON 2017)
Geelong, Australia

The Australian International Airshow and Aerospace & Defence
Exposition is a global business event, w ith total
attendances over the four industry-only trade sessions of the
2015 event exceeding 33,000 .

27 - 30 March
2017

NTDLS 2017
Calpe, Spain

NTDLS is an annual event open to Interoperability Platform
Nations at which TDL experts can operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

12 - 15
September 2017

DSEI 2017
ExCeL Convention Centre,
London

DSEI 2017 expects over 35,000 visitors and will boast a
conference programme with headline speakers from the
Defence & Security industry. DSEI 2015 saw 2,874 VIPs
including 255 programmed delegations attend.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for this year’s Training Day! Further
details will be released in due course.

31 October - 2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

This year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
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