The Data Links community continues to work within a world that is rapidly changing, from
geopolitical, economical and technological points of view.

We are facing emerging military threats, such as the ever-increasing Ballistic Missile capability of
North Korea, and cyber warfare tactics of non-Allied Nations. At the same time, we are moving
towards the roll out of next generation Tactical Data Link (TDL) technologies, such as Link 22 and
Link 16 capable radio development and expansion. The changes that are in front of us need to be
effectively managed, to ensure that we achieve a high level of collaborative interoperability, within
the constraints of our individual National defence procurement budgets.
The annual International Data Links Symposium (IDLS) will be held in San Diego this year. This is
unquestionably one of the most significant worldwide locations due to its first class resources,
which are focussed on countering all military threats and developing advances in TDL technology.
The International Data Links Symposium (IDLS) is a joint international community event, which
spans all Data Link related capabilities and aspires to provide a programme that contains relevant,
focussed and high-quality stimulus to tackle some of these transformational challenges.
In line with this theme, we would recommend that presentations focus on the topics of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ballistic Missile defence
Link 22
Multi-links
Release of information
Interoperability
Progressive NATO planning
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With this year’s Symposium theme in mind, we are looking for high quality presentations on
current issues of interest, including relevant aspects of research, practice and application.
These presentations, which should be no more than 30 minutes long (including questions and
answers), will be delivered during the plenary sessions.
1) If you wish to submit a presentation for consideration, please contact the IDLSoc secretariat as
soon as possible at secretariat@idlsoc.com.
2) An abstract of 300 to 1,000 words containing details of the subject you wish to address and the
point(s) you wish to make, must be submitted by 9 March 2018. A short list of candidates will be
selected based on the content of the abstracts.
3) Potential presenters will then be asked to submit a draft presentation by 30 May 2018. This
draft should be close to final presentation quality and should contain complete structure and
textual content. If any of the graphics/videos that you plan to use in your final paper are not
available, please indicate where these will appear in your final paper. The Technical Committee
will be using these papers to select the conference presentations.

Everyone will be informed of the results of the selection process by 15 June 2018.

The details of this year’s exhibitor packages have now been released and are accessible via the
Society website here
We are currently working on the event website for this year’s Symposium and this should be
going live in the next few weeks, complete with more details about this year’s event and our host
city of San Diego.
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The NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS) is an annual
event open to Interoperability Platform Nations at which TDL
experts from the military, industry and academia can share in an
open environment operational, technical and scientific
experience on Tactical Data Links (TDL) technologies and
processes.

NTDLS is organised and hosted by the NATO HQ C3 Staff
(NHQC3S), Brussels/Belgium, on behalf of the C3 Board, to
provide participants an opportunity to discuss TDL policies and concepts, to introduce national
technical solutions and to exchange operational experiences at an expert level with the aim to
improve knowledge on TDL and support enhancing their interoperability.
For the 21st NTDLS, the previous year’s structure will be maintained. This involves having a “NATO
day” on Monday, government and industry presentations on Tuesday, workshops and
demonstrations on Wednesday and then a wrap-up on Thursday.
The organisers would appreciate if participants would indicate their participation by registering at the
website via https://nhqc3s.hq.nato.int. For those that do not have an account yet, please select the
‘Cap1’ tab and drop down to NTDLS, then click “Sign in” -> “Request an account” and follow the
instructions.
Please also be aware that you should register for your accommodation separately. The details for the
Conference Hotel can be found in the NTDLS calling notice, which is also available on the website.

The Society is pleased to announce that the IDLSoc TechApp is now
available on both Android and iOS devices.
Those with Android devices can access it via the Google Play Store.
If you have an iOS device, it is accessible via the Apple App Store.
This will be further expanded and improved upon as time goes on, so
please keep an eye out for future updates. If you have any suggestions
that you would like to see included, please email the secretariat at
secretariat@idlsoc.com.
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Diginext, a subsidiary of the CS Group, has been selected by Air France Industries to provide the
French Air Force with a system to control operations outside of visual range in theatres of
operation in which France is engaged.
The use of satellite links supporting "reflex time" (under one minute) tactical information exchange
between the theatre of operations and the command centre has become a considerable asset for
force coordination and effectiveness during overseas operations involving the French chain of
command, such as HARMATTAN (Libya), SERVAL (Mali), and currently BARKHANE (SaheloSaharan region). The deployment of these secure and reliable links, which accelerate decisionmaking, was therefore requested by the forces and taken into account by the French Defence
Procurement Agency (DGA) to equip Airborne Warning and Control Systems on four of the French
Air Force's E-3F "AWACS" aircraft.
As part of this increase in capability, Air France Industries selected DIGINEXT, a subsidiary of the
CS Group, to provide this tactical data link exchange capability through its C2 STARLINX solution
via the JREAP (Joint Range Extension Application Protocol). This protocol is a NATO standard and
has no distance constraints. It will offer the French National Air Operations Centre (Lyon Mont
Verdun) a new tool to control and supervise operations via a secure IP connection to the
INMARSAT4 satellite network.
This new capability, based on standardised protocol exchanges, is fully inter-operable with
France's allies. The French Airborne Early Warning (AEW) component can be fully integrated in a
coalition system.
Data flow visualisation and management are provided by DIGINEXT's C2 STARLINX system
which, in operation with the E-3F AWACS mission system, will inform all levels of the French or
coalition decision-making chain.
"After having provided an equivalent system to the French Army in 2013 for operation SERVAL in
Mali, DIGINEXT confirms its ability to provide operational solutions to be deployed for overseas
operations by the French forces", noted Thomas FOURQUET, CEO of DIGINEXT.
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Viasat Inc. (NASDAQ: VSAT), a global communications company, is proud to announce that the
first-ever handheld Link 16 radio – the Viasat Battlefield Awareness and Targeting System Dismounted (BATS-D) device and known to the United States Department of Defense as the AN/
PRC-161 – is now National Security Agency (NSA) Type 1 certified.
The BATS-D handheld radio combines decades of Viasat experience in both Link 16 radio
technology and Type 1 encryption solutions. BATS-D is a unique product based on Viasat patented
radio communication technology, providing direct access to a line of sight tactical datalink network
for aircraft and ships in a handheld, dismounted form factor for ground forces. It comes to the
field compliant for the Link 16 cryptographic modernization initiative (CMI) mandate, and is the
first Link 16 radio to be natively certified for CMI as part of its initial certification. BATS-D
leverages a derivative of Viasat's proven and certified Link 16 CMI implementation used on all
MIDS JTRS (Multi-functional Information Distribution System Joint Tactical Radio System) and
MIDS LVT (Multifunctional Information Distribution System Low Volume Terminal) Block Upgrade
II radios.
BATS-D was specifically designed to enable direct digital communications between a dismounted
Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) and supporting Close Air Support (CAS) aircraft. As BATSD was a Non-Developmental Item (NDI) product, the NSA additionally wanted to verify it would be
interoperable with other Link 16 radios such as the MIDS JTRS and the KOR-24A Small Tactical
Terminal (STT) and added interoperability testing as a requirement to the BATS-D Type 1
certification process.
"We're proud to announce our BATS-D handheld radio successfully interoperated with MIDS
JTRS, STT, and MIDS LVT products in the CMI and legacy modes on the very first attempt," said
Ken Peterman, president, Government Systems, Viasat. "This is a testament to our Link 16 radio
innovation, our agile development process, our focus on advanced crypto solutions and our
decision to bring a commercial model to the defense market. We have certified BATS-D units
available today to support U.S. and overseas contingency operations immediately, enabling us to
ship product today without any wait."
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