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IDLSoc Training Day 2017
The Society is pleased to confirm a sixth course that has been added to the offering for this year’s
Training Day:

Training Course 6 - Maintaining Today's Link 16 Radios.
Delivered by Tim Trudeau - ViaSat, Inc. & Robert Trusty - Data Link Solutions.
As new countries are added to the Link-16 consortium and terminal sales in these countries are
increasing, the need for operations and maintenance training and the understanding of all the
maintenance requirements for the Link-16 radios are a must. Whether the countries using these radios
can repair the terminals on site or conduct basic fault finding and send the terminals to the vendors for
repair, there are multiple steps and procedures in place today that can hinder the repair process. This
course will demonstrate how to conduct fault finding, diagnose and report and the proper repair
processes a country should have in place to repair/replace the MIDS LVT at the Organizational Level,
Intermediate Level and Depot Level repair processes.
You can read full details on this course, as well as the other five courses available for this year, via the
IDLS2017 website.

Training Course 1: Operational Characteristics and Implementation of Link 22
This training course will provide theoretical knowledge of Link-22, including its employment and use
within a distributed communications systems environment. It will give the participant a fundamental
understanding of the architecture of a Link-22 (NILE) unit, network topology, concepts of DTDMA and
late network entry and explore concepts for employment both at sea and ashore. (DRS Technologies)

Training Course 2: Keeping Link 16 Complexity Simple
The purpose of this presentation session is to separate the Link-16 complexity into three lanes: the
platform operator; the network manager; and the system integrator/engineer. By keeping it simple and
providing the information necessary to perform their duties efficiently, these three specialties can work
together and create effective Link-16 networks that meet the operational intent of the battlefield
commander. (Tactical Communications Group)

Training Course 3: MIDS Link 16 & Link 22 Network Design Workshop
This course will focus on some of the calculations involved for MIDS Link-16 and Surveillance. It will
then progress to an introductory explanation of the sets and fields of the OPTASK Link-22 segment. Our
objective is for each attendee to recognise the need to clearly understand their decision-making process
when creating the OPTASK Link-22 segment. (SyntheSys)

Training Course 4: The Beginners Guide to Tactical Data Links
This course informs the delegates on the basics of TDLs, covers an introduction to Link-11, Link-16,
Link-22, the Joint Range Extension Application Protocol, and explores Network Management, Network
Planning and Interoperability challenges. It will provide valuable insight for operators, engineers or
procurement support staff who require foundation level knowledge needed to support their role in an
emerging TDL related job. (Atheniem)

Training Course 5: Link 16 - Digital Aircraft and Weapons Control
The morning sessions will cover Digital Aircraft Control using Link-16 and what this means to:
platforms; training; networks and safety. The afternoon will cover Network Enabled Weapons which
have similar issues. Link-16 has the capability to control units through Link-16 messages, however
many countries do not use the capability. So, why is this? (3SDL)
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Etihad Flight Offer is Now Live
We are pleased to confirm that this year's
partnership with Etihad Airways has now been
finalised and bookings are now available.
Discounts are on offer of up to 15%.
Since their inception, Etihad have expanded to
become one the highest quality airlines in the
world, winning the World Travel Awards'
coveted World's Leading Airline award for eight
consecutive years (2009 - 2016).
We are very excited to be able to extend this
offer to our delegates and with Etihad offering
an extensive network of destinations, we are hopeful that all of our attendees this year will be able to
take advantage, regardless of where in the world they are travelling from.
To find out more information and to make your booking, please check the travel page on the
IDLS2017 website.

IDLS2017 Delegate Fees
All hotel rates include buffet breakfast and unlimited WiFi access, with no limit on the number of
devices. They also include access to the Business Centre, Gymnasium and Olympic Swimming Pool.
Government
(USD)

Industry
(USD)

1,206

1,756

IDLS delegate ticket only

750

1,300

IDLSoc Training Day

295

395

Hotel room at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club (per night)

152

152

20

20

Ticket Type
IDLS delegate ticket and 3 nights at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club

Additional guest charge (per night)

Hotel room prices are inclusive of 10% Service Fee, 6% Tourism Fee, 4% Municipality Charges & 15
AED daily.
Please note that our pre-allocated hotel rooms are only held until Monday 18th September,
at which point they will go back to the Hotel’s general stock. To ensure that you secure onsite accommodation at IDLS, please do not delay in making your booking.

Registration is open now via the event website at www.IDLS2017.com.

Abu Dhabi Information Pack
We have noticed this year that many delegates are intending to bring
their spouses with them to Abu Dhabi.
Don’t forget to share our Information Pack with them; it’s full of useful
tips and advice regarding many of the top attractions available to visitors
to Abu Dhabi, as well as important information about local laws, services
and customs.
You can download your copy from the IDLS2017 website here.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING ONLINE BOOKING
Some delegates have experienced issues when attempting to make their Symposium bookings. This
is a result of the version of the website that they are visiting not being ‘secured’, before they attempt
to proceed to the payment page.
Due to the security procedures on the Symposium website, if you are not accessing the page via
a https connection, your payment will fail.
You can tell whether the page is secure, by checking the address bar at the top of your browser
window. If the page is secure, it should appear with a padlock symbol, as shown below:

If you are unsure, please access the booking page using this secure link. If you continue to
experience difficulties, please contact Emma Jane at communication_secretary@idlsoc.com.

Abu Dhabi Desert Experience
At this year’s Symposium, we are currently
considering providing the opportunity for
delegates to take part in a Desert Experience,
on the evening of
Wednesday
1st
November.
Transport will be provided from the Armed
Forces Officers Club & Hotel to the location in
the desert, where there will be the option to
sample a number of different activities
including; dune bashing in 4x4s, sand skiing,
camel riding and taking in the desert sunset.
There will also be Arabic tea, coffee and dates,
a bar, shishas and a BBQ dinner.
In order for the Society to proceed with this
activity, we will need to secure a minimum of
75 interested persons. If you would like to
attend, please register your interest with
Emma Jane.
There will also be a small charge per head to
provide this event. The final figure will depend
on overall numbers, but will be approximately
35 - 50 USD.

Please do not hesitate to respond if this is something that you would like to take part in - if
we can secure the numbers to proceed with this activity, we will need time to finalise our
booking in advance.
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IDLS2017 Exhibitors Packages Now Available
The details of this year’s exhibitor packages are accessible via the website here.
Most of the stands in the exhibition hall are now taken, but there is one remaining Silver and a
selection of Bronze stands. This year the exhibition hall is designed to give a community feel and there
are a range of exhibitors from across Europe, as well as Turkey and the USA already confirmed.
We are pleased to confirm that this year’s exhibitors include:

Gold

Silver

Bronze / Bronze+

We would advise any remaining prospective exhibitors not to delay in securing their
package, as we anticipate that all stands will soon sell out.
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Society News
AS/NZ Chapter News
Registration for the 2017 TDL Summit on Mon 13th Nov, in Canberra, Australia is now live.
This one day event will inform stakeholders and the wider Defence and Defence Industry community of
current and future issues concerning TDL in the Australian Defence Force (ADF). The focus of the TDL
Summit will be on bringing Defence and Industry together to develop an understanding of the issues
and activities currently affecting the TDL community.
Draft agenda and registration details are on the Summit page; http://www.anzidlsoc.com.au/
TDL_Summit.php

Swedish Chapter News
October 30, during IDLS17, Abu Dhabi - Nordic Chapter meeting.
All members (government and industry) from Denmark, Norway, Finland and Sweden are invited. The
evening will include short presentation and updates on what’s going on in the Nordic region. The
meeting will start just after the Meet and Greet has finished.

UK Chapter News
Consideration is being given to restarting the UK IDLSoc Chapter. The first step of this process is for
members to indicate an interest in participation in Chapter meetings. No specific agreement to attend
an event is sought at this stage, rather an “agreement in principle” that the effort to relaunch the
Chapter would be a worthwhile aim. If sufficient interest is shown, the next step will be a meeting in
September ‘17, with a proposal that this gathering be a combination of a routine meeting and an
Extraordinary General Meeting to set the basis for the future of the Chapter.
In the first instance therefore, please express an interest in the reformation of the UK Chapter to the
Sec, Mark Chappell, at mark.chappell@jcsys.co.uk.

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Aeronix, ISI Hellas and ViaSat have renewed their corporate
membership this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.
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Thales awarded important contract for the Danish Armed Forces’ Tactical
Data Link 16 National Management and Monitoring System and Ground
Architecture Upgrade
Thales received a contract to provide an extensive upgrade to the national Link 16 tactical data link
Network Management and Monitoring System (NMMS) and associated Ground Entry Site (GES) wide
ground architecture.
Under the contract Thales will provide upgraded Linux NMS Manager and Terminal interface software
and hardware ensuring the Danish Armed Forces have an advanced static operationally-proven MIDS
radio infrastructures and Link 16 monitoring and dynamic network management capability, well placed
to tackle evolving tactical data link challenges of the future.
NMS will control and monitor the GES ground architecture radio equipment. In addition, it will provide
effective monitoring and control of multiple Link 16 networks; enable dynamic management, network
health monitoring, re-construction of network assignments and secure free-text messaging
functionality. This comprehensive upgrade will further enhance and align the Danish Armed Forces
tactical data infrastructure going forward.
“There are many key TDL challenges approaching the Danish Link 16 community in the coming years,
the important system upgrade provided by our enduring partner Thales enables the Danish Armed
Forces to respond to these challenges efficiently and successfully in the future” - Joel Pless Program
Manager, Acquisition and Sustainment Communications Branch.

3SDL Release Third Quarterly Newsletter
Following the success of the previous quarterly issue, 3SDL is proud to announce the release of the
third quarterly issue. In this issue we give an expert insight on MIDS Link 16 platforms and the
questions around BU2 or JTRS - crisis?
The issue also features a piece on cyber vulnerability, with more topical insight, aspirations and news
from around 3SDL.
You can read the newsletter online via Issuu here or download it as a PDF here.
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SyntheSys Launches an Updated Version of its Popular Variable Message
Format (VMF) Course
The SyntheSys VMF course has been completely rewritten to enable participants to receive the best
possible VMF training experience. The 2.5 day course will provide students with both technical and
operational instruction on VMF over a Combat Net Radio (CNR) bearer.
The course references both United States (US) Military Standards (MIL-STDs) and other technical and
operational directives. In particular, the course focuses on the VMF Message set as described in MILSTD-6017B, the Application Header defined in MIL-STD-2045-47001D Change 1, and the CNR Bearer
protocols identified in MIL-STD-188-220D Change 1.
Interoperability between systems is discussed in depth, as well as the operational use of VMF.
Furthermore, the course has utilised operator procedures detailed within the US Joint Multi-TADIL
Operating Procedures (JMTOP).
Each student will receive a copy of our highly regarded VMF and CNR Handbooks. These handbooks
provide excellent in-depth detail and instruction on both subjects and act as a valuable reference.
Training Manager Paul Czajkowski said, ‘Our VMF training course provides a balanced approach. We
recognise that the requirements of the operational community to that of engineers can, on many
occasions, be very different. Our flexible approach ensures we incorporate as many learning styles as
possible according to the role of those attending the course. The VMF course includes subjects such as
Unit & Entity Reporting, VMF Planning, Network Access Control through to Digitally Aided Close Air
Support (DACAS) Block 1 & 2 Engineering Change Proposals (ECPs).’
If you would like to know more about the course content or you would like to receive a full syllabus,
contact training@synthesys.co.uk or call +44 (0) 1947 821 464.

Rockwell Collins Awarded Follow-on Order From U.S. Army for 101 HMS
Manpack Radios
The U.S. Army Program Executive Office C3T has selected Rockwell Collins to produce 101 Handheld,
Manpack and Small Form Factor (HMS) Manpack radios and ancillaries beginning this month. The award
is a follow-on to a contract awarded last spring to Rockwell Collins, which qualified the company to
compete
for
the
potential
10-year,
$12.7
billion
HMS
Manpack
radio
program.
It comes after rigorous customer testing which included the production and testing of 50 AN/PRC-162
two-channel,
software-defined
military
communication
radios,
based
on
the
company’s TruNet™ networked communications solution family of products. Part of the evaluation
involved increasing network complexity and validating interoperability with various radio systems.
“For decades, Rockwell Collins has been the premier provider of V/UHF airborne radios for the
Department of Defense. With our TruNet family of products, we are confident that our AN/PRC-162 will
bring the same level of performance excellence to the ground domain,” said Troy Brunk, vice president
and general manager, Communication and Navigation Solutions. You can read the full story here.
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

12 - 15
September 2017

DSEI 2017
ExCeL Convention Centre,
London

DSEI 2017 expects over 35,000 visitors and will boast a
conference programme with headline speakers from the
Defence & Security industry. DSEI 2015 saw 2,874 VIPs
including 255 programmed delegations attend.

18 October 2017

Swedish Chapter Meeting
Uppsala, Sweden

Includes a visit on The Swedish Armed Forces Air Combat
School, LSS. The agenda for the evening will contain a visit on
the training simulator for C2STRIC and some interesting
presentations.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for this year’s Training Day! The
booking system will go live in the near future. Visit the
website here.

30 October 2017

Nordic Chapter Meeting
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

All members (government and industry) from Denmark,
Norway, Finland and Sweden are invited. The evening will
include short presentation and updates on what’s going on in
the Nordic region. The meeting will start just after the Meet
and Greet has finished.

31 October - 2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

This year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi. Visit the website here.

13 November
2017

Australian TDL
Interoperability Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

To keep up to date regarding this event and to book your
place, please visit the AS/NZ Chapter website here.

14 - 16
November 2017

MilCIS 2017
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

MilCIS is the only Australian conference that focuses
strategically on the crucial technologies, products, systems
and services associated with military communications and
information systems.

19 - 22 March
2018

NTDLS 2018
Calpe, Spain

These are the provisional dates for NTDLS 2018. This is an
annual event open to Interoperability Platform Nations, at
which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed bulletin has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society – IDLSoc. The contents are intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or
any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you received this e-mail in error, or
wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via editor@idlsoc.com.
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