Welcome to the International Data Links Society’s e-mail bulletin, which covers topical news and events that are of
interest to the Data Links community. To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor at editor@idlsoc.com.

The International Data Links Symposium 2016

Show Report
This year’s IDLS took place in Maastricht, The Netherlands, from 1 –4 November.
The attendance certificates have now been issued to all delegates—if you have not received your
certificate, please contact Emma Jane at the secretariat. In addition to this, various materials from the
show are also now available online, including the presentations, training slides and a delegate list
(N.B. you will need your membership number and password to access these documents).
We would like to thank everyone that supported this year’s event either through their attendance,
corporate involvement, assistance with the demonstration and equipment displays or by assisting the
management team during the Symposium.
The Society would also like to thank those who took the time to complete the feedback survey—if you
have not taken this and would still like to, please follow this link. We have begun analysing the results
and the headline statistics are very encouraging. Please see below for further information:
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of respondents approved of
Maastricht as a host city
of respondents rated the MECC’s
facilities as ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’
respondents who said that IDLS2016
met all their expectations
of respondents thought the Mobile
Display was a good idea
of respondents approved of the
quality and content of this year’s
presentations
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IDLS2016 Mobile Equipment Display
This year at IDLS2016 in Maastricht, the size of the venue
offered a new opportunity for the International Data Links
Society. The offer for nations and companies to bring
military hardware to Maastricht was well received, with the
Netherlands, Germany and the UK providing equipment.
The Mobile Equipment Display allowed the Society to display
hardware equipment that is already fielded with nations, as
well as future technologies from companies.
The Netherlands displayed their mobile datalink equipment
from the National Datalink Management Cell (NDMC),
including the Operations Container, Communications
Container, ancillary equipment (antenna trailer, power unit)
and their test van. Also on display from the Netherlands
military was some of their mobile air defence equipment
comprising a Patriot Launcher and a Fennek Stinger Weapon
Platform (SWP).
The German Air Force Tactical Data Link Management Cell
also demonstrated current and upcoming technologies and
procedures in their "enclave", with a total of four climate
controlled shelters mounted on military trucks. The exhibit
displayed a fully integrated data link operation centre with
the ability to forward data between Link 16, Link 22 and
VMF, while also allowing for the analysis and correct
implementation and dissemination from Link 16 messages.
From the UK, BAE Systems brought their Pinzgauer 6x6 high
mobility vehicle, equipped with a WEnDL Link 16 node. This
was connected over a JREAP-C interface to a NATO NIRIS
server located in the command post tent at the rear of the
vehicle and delivered a shared situational awareness picture
to their stand on the main show floor.
Overall the mobile equipment display was considered a huge
success and provided something different for IDLS2016,
presenting delegates the opportunity to meet front line
datalink operators and other serving military personnel.
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IDLS2016 Event Photos
Exhibition Hall
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IDLS2016 Event Photos
Demonstration and Mobile Equipment Display
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IDLS2016 Event Photos
Demonstration and Mobile Equipment Display
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Link 22 Guide—Now Available via the IDLSoc Website

Following its debut at this year’s International Data Links Symposium, the brand new IDLSoc Link 22
Quick Guide is now available to download via the Society’s website.
To obtain your copy, plus copies of all of the existing Society Quick Guides, please visit the website
here (N.B. you w ill need your membership number and passw ord to access these
documents).
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Calling Notice is out for the 20th NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium
The official Calling Notice for the 20th NATO Tactical Data Link
Symposium has now been published.
To obtain this, please visit the website and sign in using your
credentials. Should you not have an account, you can request one—
please use “DLSS” as the Sponsor. Once you are on the landing page
select NTDLS 17/1 under “Event” on the right hand side. This brings
you directly to where you should be able to find all the latest
information.
In order not to miss any news or submissions you should switch on the
notifications by clicking the green plus sign besides NTDLS (also on the
right hand side of the page).

Society News
AS/NZ Chapter News
TDL Interoperability Summit
On Monday 7 November, the Australian/New Zealand Chapter of the Society held their annual TDL
Interoperability Summit in Canberra, Australia.
The morning session provided briefings by representatives from Air Force, Army, Navy and Joint, with
information provided on how TDLs had performed during operations. After lunch, industry
representatives from Lockheed Martin, Ultra Electronics, Saab, Diginext, Boeing and ViaSat presented a
mix of topics that generated interesting discussions.
With over 100 delegates attending, the TDL Summit was a resounding success and was supported by
our sponsors:
Australian Defence Force TDL Authority, CAE, Saab, ViaSat and Leidos.
Speaker presentations will be available to download from the TDL Summit website here.

Nordic Chapter News
Swedish Chapter Meeting
Next meeting for the Swedish Chapter will be the annual meeting which will take place on the 26
January 2017. The meeting will be hold at FMV SmartLab in Stockholm. The agenda for the meeting will
include:


Presentation from Brigadier General Anna Eriksson, Chief of C4ISR



Presentation from HQ Gripen Strat. JAS39 Gripen E



Swedish Chapter Annual Meeting

All members of IDLSoc Swedish Chapter are welcome to the meeting—for any further information
please contact Ronny Eryd via ronny.eryd@combitech.se.
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Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Dexata have renewed their corporate memberships this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

SyntheSys hits the ground running with the first Data Link Manager/Interface
Control Officer (DLM/ICO) course taking place at the Combined Air Operations
Centre (CAOC) Uedem
SyntheSys Training Services is delighted to announce that the first
DLM/ICO course of 2017 will be held at the CAOC Uedem, Germany.
The course will be held between the 20 February and 10 March with
NATO once again hosting the event. NATO personnel from a variety
of positions will be in attendance, along with other personnel from a
range of nations and organisations across Europe.
All attendees who undertake the three-week course leave with a
comprehensive understanding of the roles and responsibilities of a
DLM/ICO. The added benefit and use of extensive practical exercises
and simulation create an enjoyable learning environment.
If you would like to join the course or would like to know more about
the Learning Outcomes within the syllabus, then please contact us at
training@synthesys.co.uk

Roland Kemp Joins SyntheSys
We are delighted to announce that highly experienced Tactical Data Link (TDL) and former Dutch
Patriot operator Roland Kemp has joined SyntheSys.
Roland served for 37 years in the Dutch Armed Forces, during which time one of his career highlights
included being a Staff NCO at the Group Operations Centre - responsible for training crews on the
Patriot Information Coordination Centre (ICC).
You can read the full press release on the SyntheSys website here.
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General Dynamics Mission Systems–UK To Design NATO Standardised Tactical
Information Gateway For Dutch Marines
General Dynamics Mission Systems–UK is designing a next-generation tactical information gateway for
the Netherlands Ministry of Defence, as part of the Netherlands Improved Operational Soldier System
(VOSS) programme.
The new gateway, which is based on the NATO STANAG 4677 standard, will enable the exchange of
information between the New Integrated Marines Communications and Information System (NIMCIS),
the Royal Netherlands Marine Corps tactical C4I system, and the Smart Vest soldier system that is also
in development as part of VOSS.
The gateway is being designed to field with NIMCIS, which is based on the ComBAT Infrastructure and
BCIP 5.5 system used by British Armed Forces. The NIMCIS programme was awarded to General
Dynamics Mission Systems–UK in 2005, and has undergone a number of enhancements over the last
decade.
To read the full article, please visit the General Dynamics website here.

Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

6 – 8 December
2016

MEBAA Show
Dubai Airshow Site, UAE

The MEBAA Show is the foremost business aviation platform in
the Middle East - offering you unrivalled access to the business
aviation market in a highly focused environment.

26 January 2017

Swedish Chapter Meeting
FMV SmartLab, Stockholm

The meeting agenda will include; a presentation from Brigadier
General Anna Eriksson, Chief of C4ISR, a presentation from
HQ Gripen Strat. JAS39 Gripen E and the Swedish Chapter
Annual Meeting.
All members of IDLSoc Swe Chapter are welcome.

19—23 February
2017

IDEX 2017
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition
Centre, Abu Dhabi, UAE

IDEX is the only international defence exhibition and
conference in the MENA region demonstrating the latest
technology across land, sea and air sectors of defence. Learn
more on the website here.

28 February—5
March 2017

Australian International
Aerospace & Defence
Exposition (AVALON 2017)
Geelong, Australia

The Australian International Airshow and Aerospace & Defence
Exposition is a global business event, w ith total
attendances over the four industry-only trade sessions of the
2015 event exceeding 33,000 .

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for next year’s Training Day!
Further details will be released in due course.

31 October—2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Next year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi.
Further details will be released in due course.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed bulletin has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society – IDLSoc. The contents are intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or
any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you received this e-mail in error, or
wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via editor@idlsoc.com.
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