International Data Links Society Newsletter
November 2018

November 2018

Page 1

IDLS2018 in San Diego was a Big Success
The Society would like to thank all of our members who joined us in San
Diego for this years annual Symposium.

“A showcase for TDL Innovation”

Photo courtesy of Ronny Eryd

Photo courtesy of Ronny Eryd

Feedback from Surveys commented on the excellent networking
opportunities for Government and Industry and the high quality
of the presentations.
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IDLS2018 SURVEY
In order for the Symposium to grow, it’s important to gather feedback and
more importantly it enables you to share your experience of IDLS2018. So,
please follow the below link and complete our online survey.
IDLS Feedback Survey

SAVE THE DATE!
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IDLSOC GENERAL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS
Three posts on the General Committee of the International Data Links Society are becoming
vacant and a call for nominations has now been issued. Details of the Election process and
timeline can be found below and the Nomination Form can be found on the website.
The roles becoming vacant are: General Secretary, Events Director and Assistant Treasurer. The
roles are all volunteer posts and have no renumeration associated with them.
The Board of Directors are currently reviewing the Bylaws and Terms of Reference, but in the
meantime, over the next three pages are the current outline of roles and responsibilities for the
three vacancies.
Please note: The General Secretary will not be a Director and therefore the Terms of Reference for
this role have been modified to reflect this.

International Data Links Society Election Process
and Time Line
1. The notification of Election for posts on the General Committee will be announced at the Annual
Meeting of Members.
2. The next IDLSoc Newsletter will contain a notice inviting nominations.
3. Completed nomination forms must be signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate, and must
include Supporting Background Details and area of Interest of the Nominee, of not more than 1000
words. The Nomination form must be received by the IDLSoc Secretariat by the 31st December 2018
with an accompanying Curriculum Vitae (CV).
4. On receipt of the nomination forms, the IDLSoc Board of Directors will check that the candidate,
proposer and seconder are all members of good standing and ensure the candidate meets the criteria
as outlined in the Terms of Reference, or Bylaws.
5. Information on the Candidates and a voting system will be posted in the members area of the IDLSoc
Website and published in the IDLSoc January 2019 Newsletter, and the online voting system will be
activated for a four (4) week period beginning in February 2019.
6. At the end of the voting period, after the Society Directors and General Committee members have been
notified of the results, an email will be issued, advising the Society members of who has been elected to
the open positions.
7. At the conclusion of the process to fill the vacant posts, the newly elected General Committee member,
and the outgoing incumbent, will agree to the length of time for the handover of responsibilities. The
duration of this handover will depend upon the “General Committee” role, however, it is envisaged that it
will take 3 months and will include both persons attending the next “General Committee” meeting.
8. A maximum of one-third of the General Committee posts may be put up for election in any one election
period.

November 2018

Page 4

General Secretary
The General Secretary of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc) is responsible to the General
Committee (GC) for the day-to-day management of the Society, with particular responsibility for individual
and corporate membership.

The General Secretary’s role is to...
• Oversee the Society's operational policy as established by the Board of Directors and enacted in

accordance with the Bylaws.
• Raise awareness of the benefits to be gained by being active members of the IDLSoc for individuals and

corporations.
• Oversee and monitor the work of the Secretariat.
• Ensure that the GC holds regular meetings and that minutes of the meeting are published.
• Schedule the Annual Meeting of Members – which will normally take place at the Annual Symposiums.
• Provide quarterly reports to the Board of Directors and General Committee.

Accountability
• As stipulated in the International Data Links Society Bylaws policy.
• Compliance with directives on conflict of interest, and all policies and procedures of the organisation.
• Accountable for discharge of the above responsibilities, and achievement of the objectives as

determined by General Committee.
• Accountable to the General Committee and Board of Directors.

Required Skills
• Connection, collaboration and negotiation skills to establish and facilitate alliances
• Leadership and teamwork skills to coordinate activities within a volunteer organisation
• Budgeting and planning skills including the ability to write and implement strategic and operations

plans
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to take into account wide ranging stakeholder views when forming decisions
• Ability to communicate effectively across international and cultural boundaries
• Confidence and capability to promote the values and mission of the International Data Links Society

Commitment
• This is estimated at 2 - 3 working weeks of effort
• To attend via Telecom up to 4 General Committee Meetings
• To attend in person a General Committee Meeting held at the Planning day of the next IDLS
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The Chair of the Events Committee
The Chair of the Events Committee of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc) is responsible to the General
Committee (GC) for the day-to-day management of the Society's events programme.

The Chair of the Events Committee ’s role is to...
• Establish and maintain the International Data Links
Society's Events Programme.

• Liase with the Technical Committee on the
programme for Speakers for each annual symposium

• Hold overall responsibility for all international events
held in the name of the Society.

• Work with the Communication Secretary and
Webmaster to ensure that the annual symposium is
actively promoted

• Approve the budgets for international events in
conjunction with the Treasurer
• Bring before the GC suggested locations for the
annual symposium at least 12 months prior to such
events
• Take an active role in the planning, development and
organisation
of
the
annual
symposium
demonstration

• Look to expand the number and type of Society
events held each year.
• Work closely with the Events Committee and the
symposium organiser, delegating responsibilities as
and when appropriate
• Provide regular reports to GC.

Accountability
• As stipulated in the International Data Links Society Bylaws policy.
• Compliance with directives on conflict of interest, and all policies and procedures of the organization.
• Accountable for discharge of the above responsibilities, and achievement of the objectives as determined by
General Committee.
• Accountable to the General Committee and Board of Directors.

Required Skills
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to take into account wide ranging stakeholder
views when forming decisions
• Ability to communicate effectively across
international and cultural boundaries
• Confidence and capability to promote the values and
mission of the International Data Links Society

• Connection, collaboration and negotiation skills to
establish and facilitate alliances
• Leadership and teamwork skills to coordinate
activities within a volunteer organisation
• Budgeting and planning skills including the ability to
write and implement strategic and operations plans

Commitment
• This is estimated at 4-5 working weeks of effort per year.
• Site visits to candidate locations for an IDLS event with the Head of the Secretariat, (Travel and Accommodation is
generally covered by the host location)
• To participate, via Telecom, up to 4 General Committee Meetings
• To attend in person, a General Committee Meeting held at the Planning Day of the next IDLS.
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Assistant Treasurer
The Assistant Treasurer of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc) has the responsibility of assisting
the Treasurer in the day-to-day management of the Society's finances, with a particular responsibility for
liaising with national chapters. Please note: The US banking rules dictate that only US residents can be
appointed as Treasurer.

The Assistant Treasurer’s role is to...
• Assist the Treasurer in accordance with his/her Terms of Reference (TORS).
• Deputise for the Treasurer as and when required.
• Provide guidelines and advice to treasurers of national chapters.

Accountability
• As stipulated in the International Data Links Society Bylaws policies
• Compliance with directives on conflict of interest and all policies and procedures of the organisation
• Accountable for discharge of the above responsibilities, and achievement of the objectives in

discussion with the General Committee and Board of Directors

Required Skills
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to take into account wide ranging stakeholder views when forming decisions
• Ability to communicate effectively across international and cultural boundaries
• Confidence and capability to promote the values and mission of the International Data Links Society
• Connection, collaboration and negotiation skills to establish and facilitate alliances
• Leadership and teamwork skills to coordinate activities within a volunteer organisation
• Budgeting and planning skills including the ability to write and implement strategic and operations plans

Commitment
• This is estimated at 1 working weeks of effort per year.
• To participate, via Telecom, up to 4 General Committee Meetings
• To attend in person, a General Committee Meeting held at the Planning Day of the next IDLS.
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Society News

Australia/New Zealand TDL Summit
On Mon 12th November, the chapter held their annual TDL Summit at the National Convention
Centre Canberra (NCCC). This was their most popular summit to date, with 205 delegates
attending to take in information from Government and Industry speakers.
After the TDL Summit, the chapter held their annual general meeting which was attended by about
15 members. A new committee was elected, congratulations to the new office holders:
Co-chair, Defence:

Mike Kenderes (Head ADFTA)

Co-chair, Industry:

Graham Priestnall (L3)

Treasurer:

Wayne Damm (Damm Consulting)

Secretary:

Daniel Caon (Saab Australia)

Training Providers
We would like to thank the following companies who submitted information after the call for Training
Providers in our August newsletter.

ATEQ Consulting Nova Systems

We are currently compiling this data and hope to release it along with the December Newsletter. If you
would like to be included please contact the IDLSoc Communication Secretary who will add your name to
the list.
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Corporate News

Viasat Data Links Working Group – Register Now!
Please join us January 22 – 24, 2019 in Carlsbad, California for Viasat’s Annual Data Links Working
Group.
If you are a data links professional responsible for communications planning, including
interoperability, network design and management, then the Viasat Data Links Working Group is an
essential visit. For more information, please visit the Viasat Data Links Working Group.

22nd NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium
The forthcoming 22nd NATO Tactical Data Link
Symposium (NTDLS) in Calpe, Spain is
currently being planned for the 1st – 4th April
2019. The Calling Notice has been published
and is available on the NTDLS website. This 4day event will bring together interested parties
looking for the latest information on Tactical
Data Links (TDL) development and the outlook
of information exchange by means of TDL.

“Tactical Data Links—Information
Exchange at the Fighting Edge”
This year’s motto reads: “Tactical Data Links Information Exchange at the Fighting Edge”.
Warfighters require horizontal information
exchanges across the battlefield and vertical
exchanges through the command and control
chain. Furthermore, the quality, the amount and
the timeliness of information must be provided
at the lowest level of information development
–> at the tactical level –> at the ‘Fighting Edge’.

Refining information later on in the process is
possible, but it requires enormous efforts. The
better the initial information, the less effort is
required to increase its quality. It is the intention
for the 22nd NTDLS to highlight the importance
of having high quality, robustness and
manageability of TDLs for the warfighters in the
trenches. Where are the limits? What are the
minimum requirements and how will the
information exchange transform with the advent
of new technologies?
If you intend on providing a presentation, or have
any questions, please call 0032 2 707 5433 or
email kernchen.andreas@hq.nto.int.
Presentations are dealt with on a first-come,
first-serve basis, so please make your requests
in a timely manner.

Calpa, Spain
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Link 16 is going through potentially the biggest
change since the Data Link was initiated over 30
years ago. With over 10000 terminals in
operation, the upgrades to the terminal for MIDS
BU2 and MIDS JTRS CMN 4 will bring new
challenges and problems associated with the
integration and acceptance testing of the new
capabilities. In recent months this has prompted Nations to investigate tools capable of
supporting, capturing and defining their TDL requirements.
Leidos introduced the iSMART process in the 1980s to support the steps required to achieve
requirements capture and through life interoperability. Leidos subsequently developed the eSMART
toolset to manage the iSMART process. The iSMART process is mandated by the USA and the UK
and eSMART has been adopted by The USA, UK, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Germany, Finland,
Canada and NATO as the preferred tool of choice for TDL requirements management.
eSMART is constantly evolving, guided by the individual Nations requirements through the
International iSMART User Group (IiUG).

Recent developments include:
Support for testing your TDL system. eSMART allows you to write your test cases and link them to
the requirements in the Platform Requirement Specification (PRS). Results can be stored and
analysed for repeatability and traceability.
Wider access to eSMART data allowing users with only the IE web browser to read eSMART data
previously extracted from an eSMART installation.
We are continuously making improvements in the software usability, functionality and ensuring
that we are up to date in our compatibility with the latest versions of the Windows Operating
System and other software environment components.

Future features to be included in 2019 releases:
Further improvements in the support to TDL testing
The first steps towards full support of Data Forwarding capability through STANAG 5616 (ATDLP
6.16) and MIL-STD 6020.
For information on eSMART or any of our other TDL toolset please contact the Leidos Technical
Sales Manager Kevin Halford on Kevin.a.Halford@leidos.com or +44 (0) 1489 568661.
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Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to announce that Thales UK have renewed their membership.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

22-24 Jan 2019

Viasat’s Annual Data Links
Working Group
Carlsbad, California

If you are a data links professional responsible for
communications planning, including interoperability, network
design and management, then the Viasat Data Links Working
Group is an essential visit. For more information, please visit
the Viasat Data Links Working Group.

1 - 4 April 2019

NTDLS 2019
Calpe, Spain

The NATO Tactical Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) is an
annual event which is open to Interoperability Platform Nations,
at which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

13-15 May 2019

TCF 2019
Salzburg, Austria

The Tactical Communications Forum 2019 will be held in the
beautiful city of Salzburg in Austria. The TCF focus is on
providing an environment for presentations and discussions
only. The target audience for the TCF is Military, Government
and Industry personnel and is open for all attendees to provide
useful presentations.

28 Oct 2019

IDLSoc Training Day
Edinburgh, Scotland

The 2019 Training Day be held at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre. More information to follow.

29-31 Oct 2019

IDLS2019
Edinburgh, Scotland

IDLS2019 will be held at the Edinburgh International Conference
Centre. More information to follow.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This emailed newsletter has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc). The contents
are intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute, or place
any reliance on all or any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you
received this email in error, or wish to unsubscribe, please contact Emma Jane Taylor at the IDLSoc Secretariat via
editor@idlsoc.com.
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