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International Data Links Symposium 2017
Etihad Airlines Partnership
The Data Links Society are delighted to announce that we have partnered with Abu Dhabi’s national
carrier, Etihad, in order to offer a discount on flights to all of our members who are travelling to this
year’s Symposium.
There will be a discount of 10% available on all fares and we will release full details regarding this
offer, and how to claim, on the IDLS2017 website in due course.
Etihad commenced operations in November 2003 and has developed into one of the fastest growing
carriers in the history of commercial aviation. Since their inception they have expanded to become one
the highest quality airlines in the world, winning the World Travel Awards’ coveted World’s Leading
Airline award for eight consecutive years (2009 - 2016).
We are very excited to be able to extend this offer to our delegates and with Etihad offering an
extensive network of destinations, we are hopeful that all of our attendees this year will be able to take
advantage, regardless of where in the world they are travelling from.

With their global partnerships, Etihad offers flights to over 400 destinations across six continents
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IDLS2017 Delegate Fees Announced
The Data Links Society are delighted to announce that we have partnered with Abu Dhabi’s national
carrier, Etihad, in order to offer a discount on flights to all of our members who are travelling to this
year’s Symposium.
Ticket Type

Government (USD)

Industry (USD)

Early Bird

Standard

Early Bird

Standard

1,131

1,206

1,640

1,756

675

750

1,175

1,300

IDLSoc Training Day

-

295

-

395

Hotel room at the Armed Forces Officers’ Club (per
night)

-

152

-

152

Additional guest charge (per night)

-

20

-

20

IDLS delegate ticket and 3 nights at the Armed Forces
Officers’ Club
IDLS delegate ticket only

All rates include buffet breakfast and unlimited WiFi access, with no limit on the number of devices.
They also include access to the Business Centre, Gymnasium and Olympic Swimming Pool.
Hotel room prices are inclusive of 10% Service Fee, 6% Tourism Fee, 4% Municipality Charges & 15
AED daily. Please note that our pre-allocated hotel rooms are only held until the end of
August, at which point they will go back to the Hotel’s general stock. To ensure that you
secure on-site accommodation at IDLS, please do not delay in making your booking.

IDLS2017 Exhibition Floor Plan
Please see below for this year’s exhibition floorplan.
In terms of the allocation of stands, they will be issued on a first-come-first-served basis. Therefore for
all companies who are planning to attend this year, the sooner that your paperwork is submitted, the
higher the chance of you receiving your desired stand location.

Floorplan of the Abu Mousa Hall at The Armed Forces Officers’ Club and Hotel
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IDLS2017 Exhibitors Packages Now Available
The details of this year’s exhibitor packages have now been released and are accessible via the
website here.
Please note the package numbers shown in the exhibitor document do not take into account
any that have been sold. For example, one Gold has been sold so only one is now available.
We are pleased to confirm that the following packages have been sold:

Gold

Silver

Bronze / Bronze+

Following the Event Planning Day it has become apparent that there is extremely strong interest from a
number of potential exhibitors this year and consequently, we anticipate that all packages will sell out.
We would advise all prospective exhibitors not to delay in securing their package for this year, in order
to avoid disappointment at a later date.

March 2017

Page 4

IDLS2017 Demonstration
The society held a demonstration planning meeting for IDLS2017 during which the following companies
said they are planning on taking part in this year’s demonstration;
TCG, ViaSat, Ultra, Thales Communications and Security, Tecnobit, MilSOFT, Engility, ISI Hellas,
Diginext, Rockwell Collins.
All companies who wish to take part in the demonstration need to register using the demonstration
login page on the IDLS2017 website - http://idlsoc.com/2017/Program_Files/Login/login.aspx?
CatID=Demonstration
It was agreed that any company wishing to take part in the demonstration at IDLS2017 needs to sign
up by 26 June 2017.
The next demonstration telecon will take place in the late May to early June timeframe.

Society News
AS/NZ Chapter News
On 6th March a Masterclass was held in Canberra outlining the enhancements that are on the way with
Link-16. This was presented by NCS and was well received by the attendees – noting these classes are
free to IDLSoc members.
The next Masterclass is on the topic of “VMF”, will have a duration of 2-days and be in the week
beginning 22nd May. Final details are being arranged, so please check the website: http://
www.anzidlsoc.com.au/Masterclasses.php.

USA Chapter News
The US Chapter President My Ray Munoz, announced earlier this month that he was leaving Ultra
Electronics and the TDL world for a new career with L-3 Technologies.
The General Committee would like to thank him for his support and leadership of the US Chapter and
wish him every success in his new career.
Jeff Lloyd-Jones of Ultra Electronics has kindly agreed to take on the role of President of the US
Chapter. At the IDLS2017 Chapter Meeting there will be a chance for the Chapter members to ratify this
appointment.
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Report from the 20th NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium
(NTDLS)
NATO’S Tactical Data Links Symposium has just celebrated
it’s 20th Symposium with 123 delegates from across the
NATO nations and Sweden in attendance.
Day one focused on the latest news from NATO, with a view
on ACCS from the programme management and the
operational levels, which resulted in some interesting debate
about the implementation of ACCS.
The evening offered the chance to catch up with colleagues
from other nations and welcome new people into the
community.
The following days had a mixture of operational, technical and product related presentations. A new
edition to the event was a presentation on ‘Exploring Underwater Data Links in support of Autonomous
Vehicle Operations’ - it was noted that the 1st Underwater STANAG for underwater communication
has just been signed STANAG 4748 - ‘The JANUS underwater communications standard’.
The update on the NILE project update, gave delegates a good insight into progress of new crypto for
Link 22 and also highlighted the countries who are joining C&IWG as well as the 3PS.
NTDLS 3 Workshops covered;
•
System of Systems Approach
•
(NDIP) NATO Data Link Information Sharing: Road mapping for an Implementation Plan
•
TDL Training in virtual Environments
The feedback from the 3 workshops was shared in the last session of the week, it was reported that the
discussion in the (NDIP) NATO Data Link Information Sharing: Road mapping for an Implementation
Plan workshop would be used to develop the road map.
The Society’s workshop was led by Steve DesJardins on TDL Training in virtual Environments resulted
in some good outputs which you will be able to read about in the next edition of the Newsletter. There
is also a plan to move the discussion forward with another workshop at IDLS2017.
As Cdr Andreas Kerchen of Data Links Support Staff wrapped up the meeting he announced that he has
been extended in post and he was looking forward to seeing everyone again at 21st NTDLS which is
provisional planned to take place from 12 to 15 March 2018 in the usual place.

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Saab AB has renewed their corporate membership this month. We
would also like to welcome 3SDL back as corporate members after a short break.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.
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A New Era in Close Air Support:
Revolutionary Handheld Link 16 Capability Offering Greater Digital Situational
Awareness for Dismounted Ground Forces
In the chaos of combat, you only have seconds to identify a friend from foe before deciding whether or
not to engage. Whether you are a single dismounted warfighter or a pilot supporting the fight from the
sky, you can now see a complete air/ground common operational picture with all operators and assets
accounted for—even at the most remote edges of the battlefield.
For the first time in history, a single dismounted warfighter has the ability to directly interact with
incoming aircraft, digitally identify friendly locations, and designate enemy targets for air attack using
nothing but a handheld Link 16 radio.
To learn more about this capability, watch this on-demand webinar at http://bit.ly/signal-viasatmarch23 as experts discuss the following concepts:
•

Traditional CAS Missions: Perspectives from Aircrew and the Joint Terminal Attack Controller

•

Evolution of Link 16 technology

•

Evolution of Close Air Support Doctrine: Digitally-Aided CAS (DaCAS)

•

DaCAS Conducted with a Handheld Link 16 Radio

•

Prospects for the Future of Combined Air-to-Ground Operations

Leidos participates in a collaborative Rig Based Technology Demonstration for the
UK MoD
A collaboration primed by Leonardo Helicopters which included General Dynamics UK and Leidos
Innovations UK, carried out a Rig Based Technology Demonstration to the UK MoD and interested
parties for the introduction of a Link 22 BLOS TDL solution to the AW159 Wildcat HMA Mk2
Helicopter. During the demonstration the platform entered the Link-22 network, exchanged PPLI and
track data with the simulated entities and demonstrated a receive capability for text messages,
reference points and areas.
One of the primary objectives was to utilise internationally recognised Link 22 test tools for
development, test and demonstration phases. Leidos previously delivered a Link 16 GETEMS test
system that successfully supported the development of Link-16 into the export version of the AW159;
Leonardo again approached Leidos to provide a Link 22 test environment.
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With Northrop Grumman’s TIGER software in conjunction with the NILE software (Version 9.7), Leidos
created a complete Link 22 environment with the capability to simulate the SNCs, instances of LLC,
SPC, radio and the RF network for multiple System Under Test (SUTs). Leidos also provided their MultiLink MANDRIL tool to conduct post-test message level analysis from recordings taken from within the
simulated environment.
The collaboration successfully demonstrated the ability to generate a NATO STANAG compliant Link 22
test system, encompassing the management and distribution of Time of Day (TOD) to key system and
software components involved in the test environment.

It’s a busy time here at SyntheSys!
March 2017 has been a particularly busy time for the SyntheSys team, we’ve got some exciting news to
share.
•

The Latest Issue of SyntheSys' TDL Technology Magazine is Available Now

The fourth issue of SyntheSys’ TDL Technology magazine is now available – packed full to the brim with
articles from the Tactical Data Link (TDL) industry. Visit http://www.tdl-technology.com/ to read
the e-copy or contact tdltech@synthesys.co.uk for your FREE hard copy.
•

The SyntheSys Defence Community Portal is here

We are inviting members of the Tactical Data Link and wider Defence community to register to access
the new facility. Customers and colleagues have free, secure, easy access to the portal which includes
downloadable Technical Articles and other useful resources; an open community forum to share
opinions and best practices; Capabilities and Limitations (Caps & Lims) database and unlimited
subscription to TDL Technology Magazine. To register to access the portal, visit http://www.tdltechnology.com/community-portal.
•

Royal Danish Navy to Host SyntheSys Data Link Manager (DLM) /Interface Control Officer (ICO)
Training Course in November 2017

The course will be held from Monday 6th to Friday 24th November 2017 at Naval Warfare Centre, Naval
Base in Frederikshavn. The three-week course is focused on providing students with an in-depth
understanding of Multi-TDL architectures using practical exercises, theoretical lessons, simulation, and
real world operational software. There is an opportunity for students from other nations to join this
course, if you would like to attend the course or receive a copy of the full syllabus please contact
training@synthesys.co.uk.
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REGISTRATION is now open for TCG's 2017 Users Group and Training Seminar!
We are gearing up for a very busy event this year. Agenda is being finalized and will be published soon.
To register please visit: http://www.g2tcg.com/tactical-communications-group-2017tug/

Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

22 - 25 May 2017 C&IWG
Krakow, Poland

Since the C&IWG is a NILE WG, they invite all nations
interested in Link 22 to attend at and participate in their
meetings. For more information please visit their website
here.

19 - 25 June
2017

Paris Air Show
Le Bourget, Paris, France

The 52nd show will take place at the Le Bourget Parc des
Expositions from 19 to 25 June 2017, and once again will bring
together all the players in this global industry around the
latest technological innovations. Find out more via the
website.

12 - 15
September 2017

DSEI 2017
ExCeL Convention Centre,
London

DSEI 2017 expects over 35,000 visitors and will boast a
conference programme with headline speakers from the
Defence & Security industry. DSEI 2015 saw 2,874 VIPs
including 255 programmed delegations attend.

30 October 2017

IDLSoc Training Day 2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

Keep a space in your diary for this year’s Training Day! The
booking system will go live in the near future. Visit the
website here.

31 October - 2
November 2017

IDLS2017
Armed Forces Officers’ Club, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

This year’s IDLS will be taking place in the Middle East for the
first time, at the spectacular Armed Forces Officers’ Club in
Abu Dhabi. Visit the website here.

13 November
2017

Australian TDL
Interoperability Summit
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

To keep up to date regarding this event, please visit the
AS/NZ Chapter website here.

14 - 16
November 2017

MilCIS 2017
National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC)

MilCIS is the only Australian conference that focuses
strategically on the crucial technologies, products, systems
and services associated with military communications and
information systems.

12 - 15 March
2018

NTDLS 2018
Calpe, Spain

These are the provisional dates for NTDLS 2018. This is an
annual event open to Interoperability Platform Nations, at
which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed bulletin has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society – IDLSoc. The contents are intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or
any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you received this e-mail in error, or
wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via editor@idlsoc.com.
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