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IDLS2018 Event Planning Day

This years event planning day will take place on Tuesday 8 May 2018 at Town and Country, Mission Valley,
San Diego.
The morning sessions are aimed at assisting the exhibitors in their planning for IDLS2018. The agenda for
the morning will look something like this:
•
•
•
•

Welcome by Society Chairman
Overview of the schedule for IDLS2018
Tour of the Venue, including the exhibition hall
Presentations from the venue and exhibitor services contractor.

In the afternoon we are inviting individuals from the local military organisations along to a briefing on the
International Data Links Symposium and why they should plan on attending. This will include the
opportunity for attendees to quiz the General Committee, understand more about the technical
demonstrations that will take place at IDLS2018 and consider how they may want to get involved.
The morning session will run from 09:00hrs to 13:00hrs and the afternoon session will start at 14:00hrs,
allowing for a lunch where all attendees can network. Those who are only planning on attending one
session are also welcome to join us for lunch.
The event planning day is free to attend but you must register in advance by emailing events@idlsoc.com.
If you are flying into San Diego and want to book a room at the Town and Country, please contact us to get
a booking reference and secure the Society rate. You should request a hotel room in the Royal Palm Tower.
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Some Key Dates for Organisations and Individuals
•

50% room deposit due from all exhibiting companies - 4th May 2018

•

Site Inspection at the Town and Country in San Diego - All day, Tuesday 8th May 2018

IDLS2018 Demonstration – A New Look for 2018
Having listened to some feedback from delegates and those involved in Demonstrations over the years, the
technical team has decided to introduce some changes to the format. These are aimed at enhancing the
delegates’ experience and enabling the companies to make better use of their resources.
Rather than there being one demonstration which is shown repeatedly during the show, there will be five to
six 15 minute Demonstrations which will take place in the exhibition hall, just prior to morning coffee, lunch
and afternoon tea. No sessions will run while the Demonstrations are taking place.
Each Demonstration will have a different theme. The Demonstration team - led by Jamie King - are starting
to plan these Demonstrations. If your organisation wants to be involved please contact events@idlsoc.com.

IDLS2018 Social – Your Suggestions Please
We are being asked to arrange a social event following on from last year’s very successful Desert
Experience, and the San Diego Convention Bureau has proposed a range of activities. However
we know that many of you have been to San Diego on business or are actually based there - at
IDLS2004 we had a social on the USS Midway.
Like last year, there will be a separate registration system for the social event and there will be a
surcharge to attend. If we do not get sufficient sign up then the social will not go ahead.
If you have any suggestions, please let us know by emailing events@idlsoc.com.
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Exhibiting at IDLS2018
Its great to see that a number of companies have already signed up to exhibit and/or are looking to sign up.
As mentioned in the key dates above, we are planning on having a site inspection and event planning day on
Tuesday 8th May 2018. As with previous years it is free to attend this event, but you need to register by
emailing events@idlsoc.com.
The exhibition floorplan will be finalised at that meeting, there will be an initial draft at NTDLS, for exhibitors
to look at and comment on.
For more details about exhibiting at IDLS2018 and information on the new features please download the
Exhibitions Packages document.

Confirmed Exhibitors
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IDLS2018 Event Website is Live
We are pleased to confirm that this year’s event website is now available at www.IDLS2018.com, and
includes this year’s branding.
If any of this year’s exhibitors would like to use this in any of their own materials, please contact us at
events@idlsoc.com and we will be happy to assist.

Society News
AS/NZ Chapter News
A Masterclass has been planned for 18—19 April 2018, and will be held in Canberra. The theme is “Link 16
Enhancements”.
Further information is available on the chapter website: http://www.anzidlsoc.com.au/
Masterclasses.php

Swedish Chapter News
The Swe Chapter will arrange the next Chapter meeting for the 16th of May. This meeting will take place
in Stockholm, FMV.
The meeting will focus on new medium range air defence system, Patriot.
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Tactical Communication Forum (TCF), Kaunas, Lithuania
Dear IDLSoc members
I just wanted to introduce and invite you to attend the Tactical
Communication Forum (TCF), which is being held at Kaunas Hotel,
Kaunas, Lithuania on 29-30 May 2018.
The purpose of the TCF is to provide an open forum for informal discussions between nations on all aspects
of the operation, support, procurement and advancement of Tactical Data Links (TDLs) and other tactical
communication systems such as Identification and radio systems.
The TCF focus is on providing an environment for presentations and discussions only. The target audience
for the TCF is Military, Government and Industry personnel and is open for all attendees to provide useful
presentations.
The event is low-cost (€25 for conference fee including lunch) and is aimed at all personnel who are
interested and involved in tactical communication systems. The TCF is intended to be a small discussion
forum and will be limited to around 100 attendees.
The TCF is not only a TDL forum, the meeting will also discuss the interface and boundaries of other tactical
communication systems. TCF will explore Interoperability (IO) of Tactical/TDL communication issues,
challenges, problems and initiatives such as:

•

Requirements Management
Operational
Technical
Procurement
Interoperability
Training

•

Interoperability Test and Verification

•
•
•
•
•

I am also thrilled to announce that Viktorija Urbe from the Lithuanian Air Force will be the co-chair for the
first TCF. I am confident Viktorija's experience and background will prove invaluable when facilitating the
first meeting.
To register, book hotels and get further information, please go to the TCF website www.tactical-commsforum.com.
I am looking forward to an new informative, interesting and productive meeting in Kaunas in May 2018.

Al Gore
TCF Chairman
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21st NATO Tactical Data Links Symposium
Report by Emma Jane Taylor
NATO’S Tactical Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) has just
celebrated its 21st Symposium, with over 100 delegates from
across the NATO nations and beyond in attendance.
Over the four days there was a mixture of operational, technical
and product-related presentations and workshops.
For me there were four main areas of hot debate during the week.
The first was linked to the Federated Mission Network (FMN)
road map and the decision to use ‘NATO Vector Graphics’ (NVG)
to display a generic situational awareness picture to the senior command. This generic situational
awareness picture will be derived from a range of systems, including TDLs.
The ‘FMN/TDL -ACT direction of Travel’ presentation by ACT resulted in some lively debate, which continued
on Wednesday in the workshop entitled ‘FMN – Potential Effect on TDL?’, with the group being split into
two; one looking at pros and the other at the cons of the proposed system. The key message from the
workshop is, if you want to recommend changes to these proposals then Nations need to feed their
concerns in via the TDL CaT in June.
Then there was the ‘Link 16 versus VMF’ debate. There was an assertion that a number of presentations
suggested that VMF was going to be replaced by Link 16. However the main conclusion from the ‘DACASVMF or Link 16’ workshop run by SyntheSys was that there is room for both.
Will Link 22 actually go into service and be used by anyone was another hotly debated topic, with a number
of delegates at a loss as to why some platforms and facilities were looking to have no Link 22 capability,
but instead take the Link 16 via JREAP-C route. This is a debate that I am sure will rumble on.
Lastly there was the discussion around limited bandwidth and the increasing number of smaller Link 16
terminals, supporting small ISR platforms, helicopters, mobile ground vehicles and dismounted controllers
joining the network. The key question is ‘Are we Flooding the Network?’.

The debate soon got very

technical, as it became clear there are many factors to consider such as the terminal’s wattage, frequency
of the need to communicate and so on. This is one of the topics the Society will be looking to expand on at
IDLS2018 this year.
As Cdr Andreas Kerchen of Data Links Support Staff wrapped up the meeting, he announced that all the
presentations can be download from https://nhqc3s.hq.nato.int/Default.aspx.
In a post meeting note Andreas stated he was looking forward to seeing everyone again at the 22nd NTDLS,
which is provisionally planned to take place from 1 to 4 April 2019 in Calpe as usual.
I would like thank Andreas and Fernando for organising another informative NTDLS with excellent
networking opportunities, and look forward to seeing them next year.
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Save the Date - NTDLS 2019
The 21st NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium was successfully conducted. As organising staff we want to
thank everyone, participant, presenter, workshop leader and those that conducted the demonstrations.
From the initial feedback we draw a positive picture and we are encouraged to continue this event next
year.
Please mark your calendars 01 - 04 April 2019 for the 22nd NTDLS in the known format at the known place.
We are already now looking forward to another interesting NATO Event in 2019.

CDR Andreas Kernchen
(NHQC3S)

Corporate News
Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to confirm that Data Link Solutions and Tecnobit have renewed their corporate
membership this month.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.
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NTDLS 2018 - Task Force Assurance White Paper
At this year’s NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS), Jeff Hymers, Senior TDL Systems Engineer
delivered his White Paper on the complex issue of the functional element of the Task Force Assurance
(TFA) process.
At the 2012 Chicago Summit NATO adopted the goal of NATO FORCES 2020. A key enabler in the
development of FORCE 2020 is the development of NATO Connected Forces Initiative (CFI). CFI is a
coherent set of deployable, interoperable and sustainable forces equipped, trained, exercised and
commanded to operate together and with partners in any environment. The Initiative is essential in
ensuring that the Alliance remains well prepared to undertake the full range of its missions, as well as to
address future challenges wherever they may arise.
The Tactical Data Link (TDL) environment continues to expand, the variety of land, surface, and air
platforms fitted with TDL capabilities, together with the increasing reliance on joint, allied, and coalition
forces has driven a demand for clarification concerning TDL Task Force Assurance (TFA). Historically, TDL
Interoperability (IO) has been focused on distinct platforms and their operation within single link networks.
However, with the fielding of Link 22, JREAP and VMF, the interoperability of TDL fitted platforms operating
in increasingly complex Multi-TDL Networks (MTDL) must be considered.
NATO is looking for guidance on how TFA can be achieved in a cost-effectively and efficient format and at
NTDLS, Leidos led the TFA workshop for NATO which included the “5 Ws” for each TFA stage or phase of
the process, which when adopted will allow NATO task forces – in particular those associated with the
NATO Response Force (NRF) to perform TFA at short notice, for military operations and humanitarian
deployments with non-military organisations.
What are the “5 Ws”?
The “5 Ws” cover each functional element of the Task Force Assurance (TFA) process:
•

Who would provide the data or carry out the task?

•
•

What input data is needed for each element and what is produced as output from that element?
When should or can each element of the process be accomplished?

•

Why do we need this element?

•

Where will the tasks be carried out?

If you want to know more about the full TFA process presented by Leidos as well as answers to the
questions; what are the next steps to be considered, how it can all be achieved in a short time frame, then
contact Andrew Stewart on Andrew.Stewart@leidos.com to discuss how our TFA workshop can help you.
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Issue 6 of TDL Technology magazine is now available – marking 30 years
of success for SyntheSys

Our cover feature marks SyntheSys’ journey through the Tactical Data Link (TDL) environment over the past
30 years with an account from SyntheSys’ Managing Director, John S Hartas. It certainly took us on a trip
down memory lane.
We continue to offer complementary space in our ‘Community Forum’ and in this issue we feature an article
from Viasat and another by Alan Gore, Link and Communication Chief Engineer at Swedish Försvarets
Materielverk (FMV). We are thrilled that this area of the magazine is gaining traction.
Get your free copy now to read more about:
•

Next Generation Tactical Data Link Systems Engineering Tools - Page 8.
Viasat’s Multi Channel Link 16 Terminal - Page 10.

•

Ask the Trainer: Why and How is Variable Message Format (VMF) so Adaptable? - Page 14.

•

Most of our subscribers are aware that we offer a free resource in each issue; we are confident our latest
resource will not disappoint. We are extending access to our Capabilities and Limitations (Caps and Lims)
Database which provides a myriad of facts about countries’ platforms and TDLs. This is available via our
Defence Community Portal which can be accessed via www.tdl-technology.com/community-portal.
To read the digital issues and subscribe to receive future e-magazines visit www.tdl-technology.com.
Please let us know if you would like to receive a free hard copy by emailing tdltech@synthesys.co.uk.
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Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

18 - 19 April 2018 Link 16 Masterclass
Majura Theatre, Canberra,
Australia

The Australian Defence Force Tactical Datalink Authority
(ADFTA) in conjunction with the International Data Link Society
(IDLSoc) Australia/New Zealand (AS/NZ) Chapter is holding a
LINK 16 Masterclass at the Majura Theatre, Majura Park
Canberra Airport from 0900 to 1700 on the 18th and 19th of
April 2018. Full details are on the Chapter website here.

8 May 2018

The agenda is to include a tour of the facilities, an update on

IDLS2018 Event Planning Day
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

IDLS2018 planning and presentations from both the venue and
the San Diego Tourism Authority.
It is free to attend, but you must register your attendance with
Emma Jane in advance.

16 May 2018

Swedish Chapter Meeting
FMV, Stockholm, Sweden

This meeting will focus on new medium range air defence
system, Patriot. Please contact Ronny Eyrd for more details.

16 - 22 July 2018

Farnborough International
Airshow
Farnborough, Hampshire, UK

The Farnborough International Air Show prides itself on
facilitating first-class business opportunities for the global
aerospace industry. As one of the world’s largest exhibitions
and air displays, the show provides a wealth of dedicated and
focused business platforms.

29 October 2018

IDLSoc Training Day 2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

Make sure that you save the date for the 2018 IDLSoc Training
Day! Further details will be released in the near future.

30 October - 1
November 2018

IDLS2018
Town and Country, San Diego,
USA

IDLS will be returning to San Diego this year, taking place at the
newly refurbished Town and Country Hotel. The event website
will be live in the new future - please watch this space for
further details.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This e-mailed newsletter has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc). The contents
are intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place
any reliance on all or any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you
received this e-mail in error, or wish to unsubscribe, please contact Phil Robinson at the IDLSoc Secretariat via
editor@idlsoc.com.
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