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In addition to the industry demonstration, the German Military put on a demonstration in the exhibition
hall during the breaks, which was very operator focused. This is something we hope to develop further for
IDLS2020.

The exhibition hall was compact and full, with a mixture of
exhibitors and military displays.

Viasat focused on Scotland’s long tradition of golfing heritage
with a driving range.

The 3SDL stand featured
a bike which was raffled
during the event as part
of their plan to raise

awareness of the mental health charity MIND.  Three of their
team had arrived at the EICC having ridden 400 miles to be
greeted by over 200 delegates during the meet ‘n’ greet.

Delegates who were feeling brave enough were invited to go into
the IDLS shower located in the exhibition hall…. See page 6 for
more on that.
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Now that the event is over and we have time to reflect,  the Events Team wanted to pick out a
few highlights from IDLS2019.

The main session continues to have a strong government military focus and the society are very grateful
for the support we can form the various nations and NATO.

The Keynote was delivered by Mr Ryan Schultz, Joint Staff J6
Data and Services Division Chief.

At the end of day 1, we had a BU2 Panel, during which there was
a detailed discussion around the various issues such as
weighing logistic options,
crypto management demands,
operational impacts. This
resulted in a list of issues,
which delegate who were

heading on to New Zealand to attend the MIRB, were able to take to
that meeting for consideration.

Day two ended with the IDLS Timber Express Show, featuring an array
of actors including;

Mr Ryan Schultz,

Exhibition Hall

BU2 Panel
● The Entertainer

● Link 22

● The Architect

● Link 16

● The Gateway

● Analyst

● IDM

And the special guest ……’The Godfather of CESMO’……. I should stress at this point that no one died
during this production.

On the morning of day 3, there was a detailed brief about the UAE Tactical Data Link Centre, which
offered delegates an insight into the UAE’s plans for TDLs going forward and the importance with which
they are regarded.

Crowds awaiting the 3SDL Cyclists
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Again, IDLS was a great opportunity to bring the
community together. Having all the players -
government, industry, military experts, engineers -
together is so beneficial to our warfighters.

Besides networking, good conversation, the social
aspect was well covered; another great approach to
bring "experts" and "beginners" together to share
information and maybe knowledge.

Let's continue for another great show next year in
Denmark.

Dr Pete CamanaCol Gerhard Roubal

For those looking to understand a bit more about the history of Scotland, the 2019 IDLS social in the
National Museum of Scotland proved popular, the highlight of the evening being the ‘beating of the
retreat’, films of which were shared widely on social media.

IDLS2019 Social Event IDLS2019 Social Event IDLS2019 Social Event

As you will see from this newsletter, planning for IDLS2020 is well underway, if you have any suggestions
or feedback please feel free to share them with us.

IDLS2019 Demonstration

Martin Vogt

mailto:events@idlsoc.com
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We would like to thank the keynote speakers, speakers, trainers, exhibitors and,

Cdr Andreas Kernchen

IDLS2019 proved to be a very rewarding event. First, the city
of Edinburgh and the people of Scotland were awesome. A
beautiful location with wonderful folks! The support staff at
the EICC were outstanding and were key in helping make the
event a success. I was both shocked and impressed to see
the number of first time IDLS attendees. This presented an
opportunity to pass on the experience amassed by our more
“seasoned”
delegates, and grow
the society’s
knowledge based

and membership diversity. As Chairman of the Tech committee,
I sincerely hope all delegates had a positive experience and
look forward to helping make the 2020 symposium in Denmark
meet and exceed all expectations. Thanks to all who attended
and supported the Scotland event, hope to see you soon!
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I will remember IDLS2019 in Edinburgh as an excellent
example of the beneficial and synergistic effects that can be
achieved if industry and military work together closely on
something that is equally important to both.

However, I consider this year’s symposium to be a significant
one for more than just this reason alone. Next to the
outstanding choice of location, I remember vividly the in
depth conversations had on the show floor. I am not just
referring

to the “usual suspects” of the TDL community, but
more importantly to those whom had never attended
IDLS before. These new delegates came with urgent
questions about the trajectory of their
modernisation efforts and they left with a much
clearer understanding of what is possible today.

This is the ultimate goal that IDLS should continue
to pursue: To bring together the data link experts
with those willing to learn more about a field that is
nothing less than the most pivotal capability of
modern warfare. See you all at IDLS2020! Tornado cockpit

For those members that were unable to attend, many of the presentations from this year’s, as well as
previous years, Symposium are now available to view from the IDLSoc Website.

https://idlsocweb.org/Pages/Standard/Symposium/SymposiumHistory


Science has proven that we get our best ideas in the shower. Relaxing in the
warm water helps to release dopamine, an ingredient vital to creativity. With
that in mind (but without the warm water) we set to recreate those conditions
and set up the IDLS Ideas Shower, a place for delegates to come and spend a
few moments and suggest ideas for future Symposiums.

We present a few of these ideas below.

Pocket sized
programme

QR Codes
with contact

details
on passes

Agenda on
App

Invite speakers
from

other related
disciplines

IDLSoc
membership

renewal
during

Conference

Free of
charge
social
events

IDLSoc member
nations to provide

short data links
country update

Conference
group photo

Enlarge demo
displays to

highlight product
under focus

More
Coffee

Simplified
exhibitor

logins

More tables
for lunch

please

Allow Training
Day to be

purchased
separately

IDLS2019

6

Prizes
for

feedback



Herning was established at the beginning of the 19th

century as a commercial centre providing goods and
services to the farmers in the area. A thriving textile
industry later developed in and around the town leading to
Herning now housing some of the biggest fashion
companies in Denmark.

With the Danish Military Command at Karup less than half an hour away, Herning is the ideal place to
hold IDLS2020.

The MCH Herning Kongrescenter opened in 1954 and is purpose built for conferences and exhibitions.
IDLS2020 has exclusive use of the venue, giving us the flexibility to use the space to best suit our
purposes.

We are pleased to announce that IDLS2020 will be taking place in Herning,
Denmark at the MCH Herning Kongrescenter.

Here are some key dates to add to your diary for IDLS2020.

● Call for Masterclass and Training Day Proposals - December 2019
● Masterclass and Training Day Proposal deadline -  24 January 2020
● Call for Presentations - January 2020
● Presentation Proposal deadline -  6 March 2020

● Masterclasses - 22, 23 and 26 October 2020
● Training Day - 26 October 2020
● Symposium - 27 - 29 October 2020

● 5% discount on package prices -  31 December 2019
● 3% discount on package prices  -  1 February 2020
● 50% of deposit to secure booking - 3 May 2020
● Final balance - 26 July 2020
● Event Planning Day - April (day to be confirmed)

Early booking is essential as space is limited. Stands will be allocated as and when deposits and signed
contracts are received.

Keep your eye out for the calling notices in upcoming issues of the Newsletter.

Click above for
IDLS2020 Flyer

IDLS2019
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http://www.idls2020.com/
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The full details of IDLS2020’s exhibitor packages have now been released, including full terms and
conditions, and are accessible via the Society website. You can find a table of the prices listed below.

Gold 32, 860 USD 39, 432 USD

Silver + 22, 790 USD 27, 348 USD
Silver 19, 080 USD 22, 896 USD

Bronze + 12, 720 USD 15, 264 USD
Bronze 9, 646 USD 11, 575 USD

Standard 9, 010 USD 10,812 USD

We would like to thank Northrop Grumman for purchasing a Silver Package.

Sponsoring the event is a great way of getting some brand exposure
and ensures your logo appears across IDLS2020 Social Media, the
event website, in the event handbook and at the event itself.

There are many ways of sponsoring the event with a range of
promotional opportunities to suit every budget and includes:

● Meet and Greet Reception - $5,000
● The Exhibition Showcase Reception - $10,000
● Certificate of Attendance $500
● Registration Coffee - $1,200
● Morning Coffee - $1,200
● Afternoon Tea - $1,200

If you would like to secure one of these excellent promotional opportunities, or would like to propose
other sponsorship ideas, then please contact a member of the events team today.

● 5% discount on package prices if payment is made in full by Tuesday 31 December 2019
● 3% discount on package prices if payment is made in full by Saturday 1 February 2020
● All the prices are shown excluding VAT
● No hotel rooms are included in the packages this year

https://idlsocweb.org/Documents/Symposiums/IDLS2020/Exhibition_Packages_IDLS2020.pdf
mailto:events@idlsoc.com
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Society News

Corporate Membership

We are pleased to announce that BAE Systems, SCYTALYS and Thales SIX GTS France have renewed
their Corporate membership.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

The AS/NZ Chapter held its annual TDL Summit in Canberra on Monday 11 November (the day prior to
the MilCIS conference). Attendance was a record with 214 delegates participating. The full day
programme included a keynote address from MAJGEN Marcus Thompson and presentations from
speakers representing the Australian Army, Royal Australian Navy, Royal Australian Air Force and
Australian Government as well as several industry speakers.
Their presentations are available for download from the Chapter’s website.

Following the TDL Summit, the Chapter held their Annual General Meeting, where plans for 2020 were
discussed, including programming several TDL related, 1-2 day information sessions.
Elections for the committee were also held, with the following people being appointed:

Defence Co-chair:           LCDR Bobby McFerran     (RAN)
Industry Co-chair:           Graham Priestnall             (L3Harris)
Secretary:                         Daniel Caon                        (Saab Australia)
Treasurer:                         Wayne Damm                    (Damm Consulting)

The new Defence co-chair, LCDR McFerran, takes over from the long serving Mike Kenderes (Director
ADFTA) who has been in the position for over a dozen years, and has been instrumental in growing the
TDL community in Australia. The current committee passes on thanks to Mike for his valuable
contributions.

https://www.scytalys.com/
https://www.baesystems.com/en/softwareengineers?utm_medium=programmatic&utm_source=AdWords&utm_campaign=Outcode&utm_term=All&utm_content=S8_W1_A
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en
https://www.baesystems.com/en/softwareengineers?utm_medium=programmatic&utm_source=AdWords&utm_campaign=Outcode&utm_term=All&utm_content=S8_W1_A
https://www.scytalys.com/
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en
https://idlsocweb.org/Pages/Standard/Corporate/CABInfo
http://www.anzidlsoc.com.au/TDL_Summit.php


1

Corporate News

Viasat has announced it was awarded an ID/IQ contract by
the Naval Information Warfare Systems Command
(NAVWARSYSCOM) for the purchase of supplemental units
for Viasat's KOR-24A Small Tactical Terminal (STT). The
KOR-24A STT is the world’s only multi-channel radio
capable of performing Link 16 communications in a small
form factor, and includes interoperable functionality to
improve communications between U.S. and international
coalition partners’ military agencies requiring critical
information from multiple networks.

Through this program, NAVWARSYSCOM can quickly enable platforms (aircraft, vehicles and maritime
vessels) with size, weight and power restrictions to finally be a part of the Link 16 network, exchange
near real-time tactical situational awareness data and secure voice with other high-valued Link 16-
enabled platforms.

The contract is structured to expand and evolve over time—enabling NAVWARSYSCOM to quickly provide
international defense forces with Viasat's KOR-24A STT through Foreign Military Sales cases.

“Viasat’s KOR-24A STT has the ability to provide our international military partners with convenient,
streamlined access to next-generation technology capabilities needed to enhance situational awareness

Northrop Grumman Corporation (NYSE: NOC) has
been awarded a contract by the Australian Defence
Force Tactical Data Link Authority (ADFTA) to deliver
tactical data link (TDL) systems and training as part
of the development of the Australian Defence Force’s
(ADF) Joint Data Network. ADFTA ensures TDL-

functionality to achieve single, joint and combined TDL interoperability for the ADF.

“Northrop Grumman has extensive experience in networking and tactical data links across multi-domain
forces, and a robust capability roadmap that will deliver increasingly enhanced data link technology in
the years ahead,” said Chris Deeble, chief executive, Northrop Grumman Australia. “The Northrop
Grumman engineers that delivered the F-35 Multifunction Advanced Data Link and communications,
navigation and identification technologies will now be developing the ADF’s future TDL technology.”

The technology at the core of Northrop Grumman’s advanced multi-TDL system provides vital
connectivity between legacy 4th generation platforms and advanced 5th generation platforms, as well as
future data links and networks. This is critical as forces seek to maximize the long term value of existing
platforms and systems by making certain that they can interoperate with emergent 5th generation
capabilities.

Awarded earlier this year, the three-year contract advances the long-term relationship between Northrop
Grumman and ADFTA.

https://www.viasat.com/products/link-16-small-tactical-terminal


Date/Time Organisation &
Location

Description

23-26 Mar 20
Calpe, Spain

The NTDLS Support Staff has received planning
permission for the 23rd NTDLS in Calpe, Spain from
23 to 26 March 2020.

26-28 May 20
Kaunas, Lithuania

The Tactical Communications Forum 2020 will be
held in Kaunas, Lithuania. The TCF focus is on
providing an environment for presentations and
discussions only. The target audience for the TCF is
Military, Government and Industry personnel and is
open for all attendees to provide useful
presentations.

08-19 Jun 20
Schleswig Air Base,
Germany

More information to follow.

25-29 Oct 20
Herning, Denmark

IDLS2020 will be taking place in the MCH Herning
Kongrescenter.

29 Oct 20 The Annual Meeting of Members will take place on
the last day of IDLS2019

Events Diary
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