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The International Data Link Symposium (IDLS) is
the annual gathering of the data link community. It
showcases an international consortium of
independent
government
and
industry
organisations. This annual 3 day event is a
combination of exhibits, briefings and educational
events in a Government, Military and Industry
environment.

The IDLS is the only single annual comprehensive data links event - the one event for data link engineers,
operational users, programme directors, strategic planners, buyers and senior managers from government
and industry to attend. The benefits to attendees of the IDLS include;
Visibility of the latest state-of-the-art
data links technology
Presentations from valued and
professional data links speakers
Valuable educational sessions tailored
for novice, intermediate and expert
data links personnel
Tailored, individual vendor
demonstrations to attendees within the
confines of professionally designed
and constructed booths
Opportunity to interact with senior
government and industry management
at IDLS planned evening events

Advice and discussion with
international data links experts from
worldwide government and industry
Networking among the attendees in an
informal setting that allows exchange of
information and opinions
IDLS-designed and conduced
comprehensive data links focused
demonstration that allows for industry
synergy and comparison of
technologies and vendor offerings
Realistic live military interaction with
vendor products depending upon the
sponsoring nation’s government
policy and availability of resources

It is recommended that potential attendees visit the the IDLS event website www.idls2019.com. If the
information on the website on the website is not sufficient they can contact the IDLSoc Secretariat by
e-mail at secretariat@idlsoc.com
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The Guide to Edinburgh is now
available from the IDLS event
website and is an invaluable
resource to those attending the
Symposium who have not visited
Edinburgh before.
The guide contains information
you need to know before you
travel, including travel plans,

Brexit
Statement

currency, driving speeds, etc…,
and looks at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre
(where the Symposium is taking
place) and covers the many
restaurants, landmarks and
attractions the city (and further
afield) has to offer.

As many you are aware the UK is in the process of leaving the European Union.
Given the current situation of how and when the UK will leave the likely impact on
IDLS2019 is unclear. The Society will issue a statement on the impact of Brexit
on IDLS2019 as soon as the UK Government and EU have agreed the way
forward.

It is that time of the year again to start the process of preparing
for the IDLS demonstration. The lead this year will be Jesse
Crandall from SAIC who will determine the meeting times and
coordination.
The goal for this year is to set up several small vignettes that
will allow all vendors who participate the opportunity to
showcase their capabilities for the delegates in attendance.
While the demonstration is Industry driven we invite uniformed
military personnel who like to participate to contact Jesse
Crandall at jesse.w.crandall@saic.com. Interoperability is
essential in today’s battlespace so we will tailor the vignettes
to show how tactical data links are a key element in providing
information superiority to the warfighter at all levels of
command. There will be several opportunities for participants
to show how Link 16, Link 22, and JREAP networks lead to
mission success.
On that note, I ask that all organisations that wish to be
involved to register for the demo online no later than 30 April
2019
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The General Committee is pleased to announce that
has been elected as the new Chair of the Events
Committee with immediate effect. The Chair of the Events
Committee is a member of the General Committee.
Jens Flarup the outgoing Events Chair will be working with
Casper to ensure a smooth handover. The Society would like
to thank Jens for his work as Events Chair.

Casper Miltenberg

As no-one applied for the role of Assistant Treasurer, the
General Committee, in line with the Society’s election policy,
looked to appoint a Society member into the role.
was asked and agreed to take on the role of
Assistant Treasurer.
Steve Lewis (Treasurer), Steve DesJardins (Outgoing Assistant
Treasurer) and Marcel Jussaume are currently working
together to achieve a smooth handover.

The General Committee has asked Don Kiley the Vice Chair to
take on the role of General Secretary, as he is already carrying
out many of the responsibilities outlined in the General
Secretary’s Terms of Reference. At the June General
Committee meeting, the Committee will consider if both roles
are required or if they should be merged.

Mark Johnson stood down from the role of Technical Chair
as the
in January, and the Committee appointed
the new Technical Chair. The Society would like thank Mark
for his work as Technical Chair.
Click here to see the structure of the General Committee.
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On the 6th May 2019, the AS/NZ chapter will be offering a TTNT Information Session in Canberra.
This session is free to IDLSoc members and Australian Government employees.
Registration is via the AS/NZ Chapter website – under “Training”.

Communication in TDL is the key to success. Not
only on a tactical mission level, but also between
Government, industry, SMEs and operators
directly. To unlock this great potential, Germany is
following the example of other nations and is
setting up its own IDLSoc Chapter.
Inspired by the success of the Nordic Chapter,
Germany will try to bring Government and
industry together in the same manner. Our aim is
to provide a platform where new ideas can be
discussed, knowledge shared and cooperations
established. The German Chapter will focus on
the improvement of the TDL landscape in
Germany and beyond.
We intend to address education and training for
all members, have discussions about current TDL
challenges and cover new developments and
creation of ideas for a better and easier use of
TDL in the future. This forum will help the
Government to better express its needs and
operational requirements as well as the industry
to understand the needs better and improve its
products.

● Establishing the Chapter Constitution
● Decision on how often and where we are
going to meet
● Discussion about future goals for the
Chapter
● Exchange of Knowledge about ongoing
activities in the German TDL space
We would like to welcome as many participants
as possible and encourage people to take an
active role in the Chapter. Only together will we
create solutions for our current problems and help
the operator in their mission.
So, we are looking forward to seeing you there.
For more information please contact:
Kai.Thurner@atheniem.com

Our first meeting will be held in Kalkar on the 9
April 2019, during the German
exercise. On our agenda are the following points:
● Election of the Chapter Chairman
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Interested parties of the UK Chapter of the International Data Links Society attended the Annual General
Meeting and General Meeting at the THALES office in Reading on the 6March 2019. This was the first
meeting held for some considerable time and the attendance showed a keen interest in re-invigorating
this Chapter. The UK Chapter was viewed by members as a mechanism to present the voice of the UK to
the international community as well as a forum for discussion of UK-only issues and as a result of the
majority of members' opinion, members in attendance agreed that the UK Chapter of the International
Data Links Society should be maintained to co-ordinate events in the UK for IDLSoc members.
The meeting was attended by the current
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. All
three Officers were up for re-election
however, the current Secretary (Mark
Chappell) and Treasurer (Paul Belcourt)
were standing down from their posts. Sqn
Ldr Darren Martin had already been
appointed as Chair but required
ratification at the AGM.

Chair

Sgn Ldr Darren Martin

Secretary

Kevin Farquhar

Treasurer

Matt Johnston

Vice Chair

Mark Johnson

Events Secretary

Tracey Kerley

As well as the UK Chapter AGM presided by the outgoing Chapter Secretary, the meetings schedule
included presentations by:
Sqn Ldr Darren Martin on UK TDL updates
Stew Guy from THALES on the new NMS and overall THALES update
Bill Boothman from THALES on Watchkeeper Data Link
Patrick Pierson NCS on AI and Machine Learning in Network Design
Emma Jane Taylor on IDLS2019 in Edinburgh
There was also a discussion on the Society’s aims within the UK and how we could take the UK
Chapter forward.
A thank you needs to be given to Mark Chappell and Paul Belcourt for their sterling events over the years
in maintaining the Chapter through a very quiet and some might say difficult period.
There were an additional 30+ members in attendance from both industry and military.
The UK Chapter is very much alive and kicking and, we as the Committee, will try to ensure that the UK
voice is heard within the International Data Link Society and that we will play an active role in projecting
UK TDL in the International arena.
Exciting times ahead for the UK Chapter.
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We are pleased to announce that IBM have renewed their Corporate membership

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

EDINBURGH SCOTLAND
28 OCTOBER - 31 OCTOBER

The International Data Links Society is pleased to confirm
the dates for 2019’s Symposium and training day:
IDLSoc Training Day: Monday 28 October
IDLS2019: Tuesday 29 October - Thursday 31 October
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Date/Time

Organisation & Location

1 - 4 Apr 19
Calpe, Spain

9 Apr 19
14:00 to 17:00

Kalkar, Germany
Von Seydliz Kaserne
Römerstraße 130
47546 Kalkar

6 May 19
Canberra, Australia

13-15 May 19
Salzburg, Austria

28 Oct 19
Edinburgh, Scotland

29-31 Oct 19
Edinburgh, Scotland

11 Nov 19
Canberra, Australia
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Description

The NATO Tactical Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) is an
annual event which is open to Interoperability Platform
Nations, at which TDL experts can share operational,
technical and scientific experiences on TDLs.
Germany plans to re-establish its German IDLSoc
Chapter. To do so our first goal is to get as many people
as possible together to discuss the future direction of the
Chapter and the key roles to keep this Chapter running.

This session is free to IDLSoc members and Australian
Government employees.
Registration is via the AS/NZ Chapter website – under
“Training”

The Tactical Communications Forum 2019 will be held in
the beautiful city of Salzburg in Austria. The TCF focus is
on providing an environment for presentations and
discussions only. The target audience for the TCF is
Military, Government and Industry personnel and is open
for all attendees to provide useful presentations.
www.tactical-comms-forum.com
The 2019 Training Day be held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.

IDLS2019 will be held at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre. More information to follow on
www.idls2019.com
The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be held
prior to MilCIS 2019 at the National Convention Centre
Canberra (NCCC) from 08:30 to 17:00. The agenda will
consist of Defence and Industry Briefings and
Networking opportunities.
For the latest information, please visit the AS/NZ Chapter
website here.
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