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The IDLS2019 Theme is
‘Achieving Superiority Through Information and Communication
Services’.
This year’s theme focuses on the advantage

and services you will find at this symposium.

gained through the employment of Tactical

The

Data Links.

educational streams, a dedicated training day,

Today’s

operational

environment

benefits

greatly from the compilation of multiple data
feeds. These information streams provide
unprecedented situation awareness and force
application capabilities.
The superiority gained through these TDL
systems

is

due

in

large

part

to

the

Interoperability levels achieved by the systems

IDLS

2019

event

will

showcase

guest speakers, main stream presentations
from

the

industry’s

leading

experts,

comprehensive demonstration vignettes, and
an exhibition showcase where the latest TDL
capabilities will be available for detailed
description by the world’s leading TDL system
providers. We hope you find the combination of
these offerings will help you achieve optimal
information superiority!

2) An abstract of 300 to 1,000 words

Call for Industry and

containing details of the subject you wish to

Government Presentations

address and the point(s) you wish to make,
must be submitted by 8 March 2019. A short
list of candidates will be selected based on

With this year’s Symposium theme in mind,

the content of the abstracts.

we are looking for high quality presentations

3) Potential presenters will then be asked to

on current issues of interest, including

submit a draft presentation by 17 May 2019.

relevant aspects of research, practice and

This

application.

presentation quality and should contain

These presentations, which should be no
more

than

30

minutes

long

(including

questions and answers), will be delivered
during the plenary sessions.

consideration, please contact the IDLSoc
as

soon

secretariat@idlsoc.com.
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as

should

be

close

to

final

complete structure and textual content.

If

any of the graphics/videos that you plan to
use in your final paper are not available,
please indicate where these will appear in
your final paper. The Technical Committee

1) If you wish to submit a presentation for
Secretariat

draft

possible

at

will be using these papers to select the
conference presentations.
Everyone will be informed of the results of the
selection process by 14 June 2019.
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Planning for IDLS2019
Like so many of our members, we are busy planning for this year’s Symposium in Edinburgh later
this year. The Secretariat recently paid a visit to the Edinburgh International Conference Centre
(EICC) to discuss plans and finalise the Symposium details.
Edinburgh is rich in history dating back thousands of years. The city compromises two towns: The

Old Town which was erected in the middles ages, still preserves its medieval plan and many of its
buildings such as the famous Edinburgh Castle , once home to one of Scotland’s most famous
Queens: Mary Queen of Scots. The New Town, built in the mid-18th century, consists of many chic
bars and boutique shops, that populate the elegant Georgian streets featuring stunning
architecture and gothic buildings. The ancient towns give the city a unique historical character and
world heritage site status making it an ideal location to host this year’s Symposium.

Exhibiting at IDLS2019
It’s great to see that a number of companies have already signed up to exhibit and/or are looking to

sign up.
We are planning on having an event planning day on Monday 24th June 2019 which will include a
site inspection of the EICC. The exhibition floor plan will be finalised at this meeting.
As with previous years it is free to attend this event, but you need to register by emailing
events@idlsoc.com.

Edinburgh International Conference Centre
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New Website Launch
We’re excited to announce that the redesigned IDLSoc website has now launched to all members.
Firstly we would like to thank all of our BETA testers for
taking the time to help us out during our initial test phase.
We appreciate all your effort in working out the kinks and in
the quality feedback received during the process. Whilst

every effort has been made to fully test all areas of the new
website, if you do encounter an error when using the site
please let us know via webmaster@idlsoc.com.
Feedback received from members was that the old site was
well past its sell-by date, and missing key modern website
Old IDLSoc website

features.

Revealed back at IDLS2018 and built from the ground up, the new website was made with our
members foremost in mind. We’ve also worked to simplify navigation of the website, and better
establish what benefits IDLSoc membership provides. To safeguard and secure member data all
areas of the website should now only be accessible via a secured HTTPS connection and we ask if
you find any unsecure pages you contact us immediately.
We hope to continue development and look forward to working with members to further improve
the quality of the data and services within the new IDLSoc website.
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Look out for the following new features when the website launches:
1.

New visual redesign - As mentioned above,
this website is built on a completely new,
modern framework, focusing on security
and speed first and foremost.

2.

Simpler search - Multiple document areas

of the website now use ‘live search’ allowing you to quickly filter and find what you’re
looking for, without having to let the page
reload every time.
3.

Easier Sign Up/Renewal Process - The new sign up and
renewal pages have been rewritten to be easier to understand
and quicker to complete.

4.

Refreshed Corporate Pages - The corporate pages are now
much more prominent, cleaner and better show off our
corporate members.

5.

New Members’ Area – Easily manage your IDLSoc Account
from the brand-new Member Dashboard. You’ll receive member-specific notices about your
membership, as well as quick updates on upcoming events and site news. In addition to the
dashboard, you’ll see there is now the ability to upload a profile picture to further personalise
your account. Special members, such as Chapter Leads or those of the Technical Committee,
will be able to access their newly increased range of specific admin features here too.
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6.

Redesigned Chapter Areas – we have given the chapter areas an all round update to increase
visibility and make it easier to participate in the chapter activities. Chapter leads now have a
much wider toolset to administrate their chapter. NOTE: We are still in the process of reviewing all chapter data, some information may be missing at this stage and we ask that if you
see anything that you know to be incorrect you contact us or the chapter lead.

7.

Responsive – The whole website has been designed to be easily usable on any device. So,
whether you’re on a desktop PC or your smartphone, the experience will be great.

8.

IDLSoc Badges – The IDLSoc Badges is a new feature, currently there is only one type of
badge which is for attendance at an IDLS. You may notice that you do not have a badge for
one of the years you attended IDLS. If you attended an IDLS but you do not have a badge

please let us know, we will cross check the records and update your profile accordingly.
We are currently focusing on Symposia from 2009 to 2018. It is worth noting that for years when
the Secretariat was not the main organiser of an IDLS, we may not have complete records of
attendance.
We appreciate the effort members put into making the Society work and this feature was
introduced as a small note. We are working to improve this feature, and will be adding other
badges and badge types in the future.
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9.

Automated receipts – you will now automatically receive a receipt in your preferred email
address upon payment of membership dues.

10. Finally, a much-requested feature – User resettable Passwords – Members will now be able
to reset their passwords automatically, without needing to contact the secretariat.
This is just a small list of some of the things we’ve built into this site and we’re looking forward to
your feedback. Please bear with us whilst we fully migrate all of the data over to the new site and if
you discover something you believe to be incorrect or out-of-date please contact us directly at
webmaster@idlsoc.com.

Please be advised a small number of features are unavailable if you are using legacy IE versions.
These browser versions have already been officially discontinued by Microsoft and you will receive
a warning message when browsing the site indicating this. If anyone is still using these browsers

we would advise them to upgrade immediately for security reasons. (Fixes for security
vulnerabilities are no longer released by Microsoft for these browsers).
NOTE: There is also a feature to upload your CV to the website. Currently, this can only then be
viewed by yourself and the Secretariat, however we are looking in the future to allow sharing of this
to your personal profile. Please contact us if this is a feature you would like to see.
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IDLSoc General Committee Elections
In the last issue we highlighted the upcoming IDLSoc General Committee Elections, with the
vacant roles being that of the General Secretary, Events Director and Assistant Treasurer. At the
closing date for nominations (31st December 2018), no candidates had come forward. Since then
a couple of members have expressed interest in the roles. Therefore the General Committee have
decided to extend the call for nominations until Friday 15th February.
So, if you are interested in the idea of joining the General Committee but don’t know what it
involves, why not contact one of the General Committee for more information.
Completed Nomination forms must be signed by the proposer, seconder and candidate and must
include supporting background details, of not more than 1000 words. The Nomination form must
be received by the IDLSoc Secretariat by the closing date (15th February 2019) with an
accompanying Curriculum Vitae (CV).
Information on the candidates and a voting system will be posted in the members’ area of the

IDLSoc website and published in the IDLSoc February 2019 Newsletter. The online voting system
will be activated for a four (4) week period beginning in March 2019.

The Nomination form can be downloaded from the IDLSoc Website.

Society News

IDLSoc UK Chapter Meeting - Wednesday 6th March 2019
On Wednesday 6th March 2019, we will be holding another IDLSoc UK Chapter Meeting and Thales
have kindly offered to host the event at their Green Park premises in Reading. There will be an
opportunity to brief on subjects of general interest to the community; Sqn Ldr Martin has already
offered to give a general update from his perspective. In addition to the routine Chapter meeting,
an AGM will be held and volunteers will be sought for the roles of Treasurer and a Secretary.
A formal Calling Notice will be issued in due course which will include the procedures to be used
for the election of Chapter officers and asking for volunteers for these roles, a call for briefs and
how to register for the meeting.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Wednesday 6th March.
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Corporate News
3SDL— “Exploring and Understanding Link 16 Modernisation”
With the complex issues surrounding Link 16 Modernisation, 3SDL have produced a new “Exploring
and Understanding LINK 16 Modernisation” course. This is aimed at those already using Link 16
and thinking about the challenges of modernisation at terminal, platform and system level. The
training and education is aimed at organisations that need to bring together datalink users,
designers and acquisition staff to manage the business and operation change program needed to
deliver Link 16 modernisation, and tailored to help them tackle the challenges they may face, from
a framework of questions that include:
•

BU2 vs MIDS JTRS – how do I choose between them?

•

It’s the same form and fit so we only have to change the radio, right?

•

I’ve heard I get an extra channel. What’s it for?

•

CMN 4 – now the engineers have designed it, how will the operators use it?

•

Does Frequency Remapping matter if I never go to the USA?

•

How does Crypto Modernisation effect my wider crypto systems?

•

What about STT, SFF and BATS-D ? What’s their role in L16 Modernisation?

•

How does Enhanced Through effect network design?

•

How will I still monitor my Frequency Clearance Agreement during the modernisation
programme?

•

Does everything need to change at the same time?

If you are interested in this course, please contact the 3SDL Training Team at training@3sdl.com.
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Corporate Memberships
We are pleased to announce that JCSys have renewed their Corporate membership

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

Events Diary
Date / Time

Organisation & Location

Description

7th Feb 2019

IDLSoc Swedish Chapter
Annual Meeting

The next IDLSoc Swedish Chapter Annual meeting is taking
place in FMV, Stockholm on the 7 Feb 2019. The meeting starts
at 17.00.

6th March 2019

IDLSoc UK Chapter Meeting
Green Park, Reading, UK

On Wednesday 6 March 2019, we will be holding another

1 - 4 April 2019

NTDLS 2019
Calpe, Spain

The NATO Tactical Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) is an
annual event which is open to Interoperability Platform Nations,
at which TDL experts can share operational, technical and
scientific experiences on TDLs.

13-15 May 2019

TCF 2019
Salzburg, Austria

The Tactical Communications Forum 2019 will be held in the
beautiful city of Salzburg in Austria. The TCF focus is on
providing an environment for presentations and discussions
only. The target audience for the TCF is Military, Government
and Industry personnel and is open for all attendees to provide
useful presentations.

28 Oct 2019

IDLSoc Training Day
Edinburgh, Scotland

The 2019 Training Day be held at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre.

29-31 Oct 2019

IDLS2019
Edinburgh, Scotland

IDLS2019 will be held at the Edinburgh International Conference
Centre. More information to follow on www.idls2019.com

IDLSoc UK Chapter Meeting and AGM.

For more information, visit the events page at www.idlsoc.com.
This newsletter has come from the Secretariat of the International Data Links Society (IDLSoc). The contents are
intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute, or place any
reliance on all or any of it in any form. IDLSoc is not responsible for the contents or accuracy of any links. If you
received this email in error, or wish to unsubscribe, please contact Emma Jane Taylor at the IDLSoc Secretariat via
editor@idlsoc.com.
January 2019

Page 10

