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After the call for nominations was extended to Friday 15th February we have received two
nominations for the vacant Events Director role. Statements from both candidates are available to
read over the next two pages followed by information on how you can vote.
Both the General Secretary and Assistant Treasurer roles received no nominations. The decision
regarding what will be happening with these roles will be discussed by the General Committee.

Casper Miltenburg - Personal Statement
For the largest part of my military career (2005 – 2018) I have
been working with Tactical Data Links in the operational domain
as an operator, but also in the requirements and procurement
arena as a TDL Systems Manager. I have always considered the
IDLS to be an excellent platform to share information and
experiences with others in the TDL–community and interact
with like-minder people from both the military and industry. The
interaction and information-gathering have helped me
tremendously to successfully perform my tasks as a military
operator and to obtain the right information and TDL-systems
for the warfighters in the Netherlands. I have received great
support over the years from everyone involved in the
International Data Links Society. And now I want to return the
favor.
Even though I have left the Dutch armed forces (September 2018), I am still active the TDL-community,
but now on the industry side at SurCom International in the Netherlands. For the last four IDLS editions
I have assisted the IDLS-organisation many times with the organisation and execution of this great
event. I have been present at several site surveys, I have been part of the technical committee for a
couple of years now and I played my part as a military operator during the Demonstrations at the IDLS
itself. In my opinion, the experience I gathered over the past years, in assisting the IDLS-organisation,
makes me a great candidate for the position of the IDLS Events Chair. The IDLS is still very relevant and
needs to be around for many more years. Together with the IDLS-organisation I want to make that
happen by interacting with the community and listen to your needs and wishes for future IDLS’s.
Therefore, I hereby submit my application for the position of the IDLS Events Chair. I hope when it is
time to cast your vote, you will put your trust in me and give me the opportunity to support the
international TDL-community, as the community has supported me and so many of my former
colleagues for so many years as well.
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Juergen Schacht - Personal Statement
I am a retired Captain GEAF. After retirement from GEAF in 2008 I joint
Frequentis AG as Senior Consultant for Defence Communication Systems
and Solutions. Beginning 2009 I was involved in development and
implementation of the GEAF Link 16 Ground Network as well as the
Austrian AMMTEC Program.
My Link 16 involvement started 1998 as Frequency manager representing
German Air Force at the MNWG. In 2009 I attended the IDLS for the first
time, since 2011 I am a member of the IDLS Soc. I also attend the MIRB on
a regularly basis.
As a visitor I recognised most of the changes and improvements of the
IDLS. Because of the unique format of the IDLS it is the most important and
valuable event for the customers as well as for industries.
Due the fact that I reduced my workload already and I decided to retire end of the year, I do have time
for other tasks. I would love to spend my time in supporting the IDLS Society as Events Chair and of
course I am able and willing to support on other tasks. My experience of about 33 years GEAF on
different levels including 5 years at the MOD supporting the IT-Outsourcing Project HERKULES and
about 12 years at industry will help me to support successfully.
The success of the IDLS and IDLS Soc is based on strong teamwork. I would be glad to be part of the
team.
Maybe that I fail somebody’s expectations not saying what I want to change. Because I don’t have
insight knowledge, I will discuss my recommendations with the team after analysing existing data.

To vote in the elections please click here. You must be an active member to vote. Voting will close at
Midnight (UTC) on the 31 March 2019.
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Call for Presentations
Greetings delegates! On behalf of the technical committee, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank
all the members of the Society for their continued support. As we strive to make each IDLS event
better than the last, we focus on themes and topics that will provide the most benefit to all our
delegates. To that end, I ask the group to consider all the ways that TDLs provide our forces with the
information superiority required to effectively complete the mission. With those considerations in
mind, we welcome any presentation abstracts for the Main Stream agenda or Educational Stream
as appropriate. The Technical committee will then review submissions for inclusion to the
Symposium Programme. Please help us make our event the best yet! Thanks for your support.
Respectfully yours
Nick Kropp
Chairman, IDLS Technical Committee

Educational Content

Demonstrations

Following feedback from Delegates, the Technical
Committee is looking to run an Educational Stream at
IDLS2019.
The format of the Educational Stream will depend on
the number of presenters who offer content for this
Stream.
The Educational Stream in previous Symposiums has
included topics such as:
● Beginners Guide to Tactical Data Links
● Intro to Link 16
● Intro to Link 22
● Intro to JREAP
● Multi Link Gateways
● Advanced Link 16
If you are interested in running an Educational Session,
not restricted to the above suggestions please submit
a 200- 350 word Abstract by 25th March 2019 to
events@idlsoc.com.
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The IDLS Demonstration is a technology
showcase that partners industry and
governments to help display some of the
leading technologies in the data links field.
We are currently planning what this years
Demonstration will look like, so if your
organisation would like to be involved please
register online here.
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Confirmed Exhibitors
Gold

Silver +

Silver

Bronze +

The event planning day will be taking place on Monday 24th June 2019 at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre. This event is free to attend for Exhibitors so if you would like
to attend please register your interest at events@idlsoc.com
February 2019
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Early February saw the release of the redesigned IDLSoc website, something we discussed in detail in
the last issue. All insecure access to the IDLSoc website has now been removed for better data protection.
All URL’s and links will now automatically switch to the HTTPS protocol no matter how the site is
accessed. Look out for the padlock icon when using the site for verification of the secure status.
One of the features of the new IDLSoc website is the event booking functionality. We’ve been testing this
with a UK Chapter meeting this month and are glad to hear from members that it is much easier to use
than the old system. For those that have yet to use this, if an event has booking enabled, IDLSoc members
will see a booking button when viewing information about that event.

Clicking this will allow you to enter further details and then
book you into the event. Chapter administrators are then
easily able to export a copy of the booking list from their
admin area. Booking for events in this way is free to
members.
We’d also like to remind members that there is now the ability
to personalise your IDLSoc account by adding a profile
picture. This can be done by going to the ‘My Profile’ page,
then clicking the ‘Edit’ tab and finally you should see another
tab for ‘Profile Picture’.
Finally, we’d like to thank everyone for the great response we had and remind members that if you
experience any issues or have any suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact webmaster@idlsoc.com.

We’d like to announce that V1.1.8 of the
IDLSoc TechApp is now available to
download on the App Store and Google
Play.

February 2019

Page 6

Hotel Diamante Beach, Calpe, Spain, 1st to 4th April 2019
The NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium (NTDLS)
is an annual event open to Interoperability Platform
Nations at which TDL experts from the military,
industry and academia can share in an open
environment operational, technical and scientific
experience on Tactical Data Links (TDL) technologies
and processes. Under the theme ‘
’ the 22nd
NTDLS is aimed at exchanging information on the
latest operational and technical developments with
respect to Tactical Data Links and Information
Exchange in general at the tactical level.
NTDLS Registrations are to be made
via the
is accessible at: https://nhqc3s.hq.nato.int, selecting
” (top right).

, then

● If you
have
for the site, please “
required data; (for
please enter “
”)
● the contact
address
the
or
e-mail address;
● you will then receive further instructions via an e-mail;
● once access is granted, select
under
(right side), and “

. The
and clicking on “

”: fill-in all

” for the meeting.

If you have already an
User Account, but not for the NTDLS site please navigate to the NTDLS
flag and there click “Request Access”. You will then be added.

A bulk room reservation has been made at the conference venue, the Hotel Diamante Beach and can only
be guaranteed until 22nd March 2019. Room booking should be made by Fax (0034 96 583 6264) or by
e-mail (reservas@ar-hotels.com).

If you are still looking for transport to and from the hotel, there are airport transport possibilities. You
will find the information about a well priced option to get you to and from Calpe. You will find the
information under the Admin Folder when you select 22nd NTDLS on the vertical left hand navbar.
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The Australia Defence Force (ADF) Multi-TDL Network (MTN) Sub-Program has been tasked with
implementing modernized Link 16 capabilities and Link 22 onto a number of ADF maritime platforms,
air platforms and ground-based communications sites around Australia. The Commonwealth of
Australia (CoA) aims to achieve standardization of TDL products across the ADF wherever possible.
The Joint Capabilities Group (JCG) Project Team has knowledge of a number of Multi Tactical Data
Link Processor (DLP) system vendors with Off The Shelf (OTS)/Military of the Shelf (MOTS) products
that meet the needs of the ADF.
In order to identify a set of DLP products for further consideration, JCG is conducting a market
research and request for technical information activity of vendor DLP product to determine their
suitability for further consideration for use within a variety of Navy, Army, Air Force and
communications platforms and sites.
If you would like to take part in the market survey, or would be interested in providing any technical
information please contact steven.sponberg@defence.gov.au. The deadline for response is 19 April
2019 however earlier responses will be welcomed by the JCG Project Team.
The Project Team will be present at the NTDL Symposium in April as well as IDLS in October and will
carry out one-on-one interviews as well as a comprehensive Q&A session with Industry.

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE CENTRE
28 OCTOBER - 31 OCTOBER
Please keep an eye out on the symposium website for future
news and updates.

IDLS2019.COM
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We are pleased to announce that TCG have renewed their Corporate membership

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.

The need to modernise the Link 16 tactical datalink system is fast approaching – driven by a US
programme of frequency re-allocation, increasing data volumes and crypto modernisation. What does
this mean for those with capability sponsor, acquisition and supplier responsibilities? And where are the
opportunities to look beyond a plug-and-play box replacement programme toward future battlespace
datalink communications requirements? Without getting into the technical weeds, 3SDL’s Chris Jones
offers some thoughts. To read the full article click here.
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June 11 - 13, 2019.
Tactical Communications Group (TCG) will host its Annual Users Group and Training Seminar
Tactical Communications Group (TCG) is pleased to announce the dates for this year’s Annual Users
Group & Training Seminar. We are proud to announce that due to our remarkable growth for this event,
we are moving to a new, modern location just north of Boston. Advanced registration is required.
For more information about the event, please contact our event coordinator Jessie at
Jessie.nokham@g2tcg.com or visit our website www.g2tcg.com.

Events Diary
Date/Time

Organisation & Location

Description

Green Park, Reading, UK

We will be holding another IDLSoc UK Chapter Meeting
and AGM.

6 Mar 19

1 - 4 April 19
Calpe, Spain

13-15 May 19
Salzburg, Austria

28 Oct 19
Edinburgh, Scotland

29-31 Oct 19
Edinburgh, Scotland
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The NATO Tactical Data Links Symposium (NTDLS) is an
annual event which is open to Interoperability Platform
Nations, at which TDL experts can share operational,
technical and scientific experiences on TDLs.
The Tactical Communications Forum 2019 will be held in
the beautiful city of Salzburg in Austria. The TCF focus is
on providing an environment for presentations and
discussions only. The target audience for the TCF is
Military, Government and Industry personnel and is open
for all attendees to provide useful presentations.
The 2019 Training Day be held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.

IDLS2019 will be held at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre. More information to follow on
www.idls2019.com
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