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Keynote Announcement
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Due to new priorities and responsibilities, Mr Stuart Whitehead will no longer
be able to attend this year’s Symposium, but we are pleased to announce that
Mr Ryan Schultz , Joint Staff J6 Data and Services Division Chief and NATO
Data Management Capability Team leader, will be a Keynote Speaker at this
year’s event.
Mr Schultz is the Chief of the Data and Services Division on the
Joint Staff of the Department of Defense (DoD). He manages a 25person team responsible for working with DoD, interagency, and
multi-national stakeholders to identify and resolve warfighter,
combatant command and service operational data sharing and
data interoperability issues.
Following a 20-year career in the US. Navy, Mr Schultz worked as
both a contractor and civil servant on military database
interoperability and information exchange issues, while earning
various IT certifications. He also served as a senior information
technology (IT) faculty instructor for Old Dominion University,
leading a staff of 25 instructors and a 500-student training programme. He developed and implemented
more than 32 technical courses with multiple sites, including a university-accredited knowledge / project
/ process management course of instruction. Mr Schultz’s IT teaching credentials include Microsoft
Certified Trainer 2001-2011 and CompTIA Certified Technical Trainer Subject Matter Expert.
Mr Schultz’s naval career included assignments on ships and at overseas bases as a surface warfare
officer and an oceanographer. After graduating from the Joint Forces Staff College, he became joint
qualified following two combatant command tours serving in Current Operations as a Battle Watch
Captain with US European Command and US Joint Forces Command.
Mr Schultz received his bachelor's degree in ocean engineering from the US Naval Academy. He holds
three master’s degrees.

Hotel Booking Upcoming Deadlines
The deadlines for ensuring your hotel is booked for this year’s Symposium is drawing closer. As
mentioned in June’s Newsletter, this year’s hotel rooms must be booked directly with the hotels. This
year we have two hotels on offer:
The Leonardo Royal Hotel is a five minute walk away from the EICC and rooms must be booked directly
through the Hotel Website using the Leonardo booking code, which is linked to via the IDLS2019
Symposium Website and must be booked by 20 September 2019.
Alternative accommodation is also available at the DoubleTree in Edinburgh City Centre. Rooms must be
booked by 9 September 2019 and can only be booked by clicking the following link.
More information can be found at the IDLS2019 Symposium Website.

Confirmed Military Equipment
The German Air Force will be displaying a "Deployable Data Link
Management Cell" (DDLMC) alongside DACAS-capabilities (Digital
Aided Close Air Support) and CESMO-capabilities (Cooperative ESM
Operations) demonstrations. There will also be a TORNADO cockpit
mock-up and a containerised command post.
The goal is to demonstrate the ability to perform multi link operations
across Link 16, VMF and CESMO domains while using hardware and software provided by the German Air
Force and industry partners.

2

Among the companies that will support the display will be many of the IDLS exhibitors, including TCG,
Viasat, Northrop Grumman and IBM.

Educational Stream
Alongside the usual sessions, IDLS2019 also runs an educational
stream. This year’s programme features, amongst others…

IDLS2019

Data Fusion 2025 - Nick Kropp, DK Data Links
This educational session will review the key elements involved with producing a single data link object
from multiple contributing sensors. The terms Data Fusion, Correlation and Association will be defined in
detail and examples of each will be discussed. The central goal of a fused track/object will be used as
the basis for how Fusion, Correlation and Association can be employed to maximize the fidelity of the
Consolidated Operational Picture (COP) and result in more effective targeting and weapon employment.
The session will focus on means to achieve Data Fusion in the near term, by citing examples of
capabilities currently employed such as Cooperative Engagement Capability (CEC) and Integrated Fire
Control (IFC). These systems are not MILSTD defined, but use TDL messages to report the fused object
on the tactical interface. These messages will be referenced and described as means to upgrade
platforms in the near term, and prepare for more advanced applications that result in targeting quality
TDL objects.

Link 16 Ground Entry System (GES) Site Requirement - Marcel Jussaume, MITRE
The Link 16 Ground Entry System Site Requirements briefing covers a high level overview of
considerations for the pre-site survey visit with a detailed site survey questionnaire.
The briefing also covers some specific considerations for the location of a ground entry system such as
power, cooling, security, Risk Management Framework and line of sight coverage analysis for operational
requirements.
The briefing discusses some trade offs that might need to be considered if a location is not 100%
optimal.

Putting an Operational Focus in your Link 16 Training Program - Brian Bass, TCG
Time slots, TDMA, frequency hopping, network design, NPGs, access modes, Reed-Solomon Error Detection
and Coding, Cyclic Code-Shift Keying, crypto modes, relay, conditional relay, zoom relay, and network
management; all highly technical topics that point directly to the overall functionality of Link 16. Each of
these topics are worthy of their own in-depth study, but combined they work together to create a high
capacity, jam resistant, secure, extended line-of-sight, flexible tactical data link that supports interoperability.
All this is very interesting, however not compelling unless there is an operational focus – a purpose behind
all the technical jargon. The purpose of Link 16 is to provide tactical data to the warfighter, in the format
they need, as often as they need it, and precisely when they need it. Your Link 16 program needs to focus
on WHY all the technical mumbo-jumbo matters in combat.
This session will focus on tying operational aspects of Link 16 found in the OPTASK Link and Network
Description Documents to mission profiles and the technical functions of Link 16.
This session will support as many people as the room allows. The only requisite for attendees is they
need to have an interest in enhancing their training programs in order to meet the needs of the
warfighter.
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Demonstration
With the full programme still in development, we are pleased to highlight four of this year's symposium
Demonstration vignettes. The demonstration team, under the the leadership of Jesse Crandall (SAIC), are

IDLS2019

designing the vignettes to demonstrate and examine data link capabilities and operational
interoperability across a range of scenarios.
The demonstrations will take place prior to morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea and will be of fifteen
minutes duration.
Operational Planning (OPTASK - Network Monitoring)
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Interface Control Officers need effective network planning tools and network
monitoring tools to manage the tactical networks today.

DACAS (Link 16, VMF, COT Integration)
One of the most complex scenarios is providing Close Air Support (CAS) to
ground personnel. Utilising Link 16, Link 22, VMF, COT in a Digital Aided Close
Air Support (DACAS) Enviroment we will demonstrate how the kill chain is
shortened while preventing fratricide.
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Situational Awareness and Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) (Link 16 and Link
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22 Intergrated Operation)
Ballistic Missile Defence is a major component of all operations today. Full SA
and Engagement Authority are key components to this mission thread.
Utilising an established Link 22 and Link 16 Network to execute a BMD Mission

Air to Air Engagement (Link 16 and Link 22 Intergrated Operation)
Tactical Data Networks interoperability are essential. Utilising gateway
functionality to bridge multiple networks for a Common Operational
Enviroment we will demonstrate a digitally executed Air to Air Engagement.
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Detailed content and programme information will be found in the handbook. There will be no sessions
taking place during periods when demonstrations are being run in the exhibition hall giving all delegates
the opportunity to attend.

Don’t forget to book your place at IDLS2019. Booking,
updates and announcements can be found at idls2019.com

HERNING, DENMARK

26 - 29 OCTOBER
MCH HERNING KONGRESCENTER
The International Data Links Society is pleased to
confirm the dates for 2020's Symposium and Training Day:
IDLSoc Training Day: Monday 26 October
IDLS2020: Tuesday 27 - Friday 29 October
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www.IDLS2020.com
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Exhibition space and Sponsorship opportunities are still available, so please
contact events@idlsoc.com to register an interest.
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23rd NATO Tactical Data Link Symposium 2020
It is time to plan next year’s event, the 23rd NATO Tactical Data
Link Symposium 2020. The NTDLS Support Staff has received
planning permission to hold the 23rd NTDLS in Calpe, Spain from
23 to 26 March 2020. Mark your calendars and spread the word!
The NTDLS website will be updated shortly for registration.
This will be another valuable opportunity to share views for the
future information exchange. The theme for the 23rd NTDLS is
“Adapting Tactical data Links to new Challenges”.
For those that intend to give a presentation or wish to lead a workshop, please go to dlss@hq.nato.int for
guidance.
More information will follow in due course.

Society News

Australian and New Zealand Chapter News
Registration is now open for the TDL Summit on Monday 11
November at the National Convention Centre Canberra,
Australia.
Please visit www.anzidlsoc.com.au/TDL_Summit to
register.
After the Summit the Chapter will hold their Annual General
Meeting. All current Society members are invited to attend.

UK Chapter News
To ensure attendance, please remember to register for the
IDLSoc UK Chapter Meeting taking place on 18 September
2019 at RAF High Wycombe.
Registration and further information, can be found on the
UK Chapter page of the IDLSoc Website.

Swedish Chapter News
The Swedish Chapter of IDLSoc are due to hold their next
meeting on the 12 September in Stockholm at FLSC,
Department for Defence and Security, Systems and
Technology. The agenda for the evening contains briefings on
FLSC simulation systems and what goes on in the near future.
The meeting will start at 17.00
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Corporate News

Ultra Electronics ATS awarded contract to supply
Software Sustainment support for United States
Marine Corps Data Link Systems
Ultra Electronics Advanced Tactical Systems announces that it has been
awarded a $39.92 Million, five-year, indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity
(IDIQ) contract to support the Program Executive Office, Land Systems
(PEO LS), United States Marine Corps.
This contract will provide software sustainment and upgrade of the Virtual
Air Defense Systems Integrator (vADSI) used in the Common Aviation
Command and Control System (CAC2S). The initial delivery order for 2019
will be $2.18 million.
CAC2S provides Marine Corps Marine Expeditionary Units (MEUs) and Marine Air-Ground Task Forces
(MAGTFs) the ability to process and display mission critical data while automatically correlating air and
ground targets allowing battlefield commanders the tactical advantage through enhanced decisionmaking.
vADSI and CAC2S provides primary tactical and mission functionality that is interoperable in a Joint
tactical data link environment, and meets US, UK and NATO combat mission requirements. Over the course
of CAC2S development, the vADSI has been enhanced to integrate and interface with multiple tactical
information systems and networks to enable CAC2S to fully support the future combat requirements of the
Marine Corps.

New Version of eSMART and MANDRIL released.
New versions of eSMART and MANDRIL have recently ‘hit the
streets’. eSMART Version 8 incorporates the latest MIL-STD
6016 F Change 1, heavily in demand to support the US Link 16
integration upgrade programmes. MANDRIL 17.1 has been
delivered to the UK MOD to support the latest MIDS JTRS
CMN4 terminal testing. CIVET 3.0 is going through final
testing to support BU2 and JTRS functionality along with
recent changes to the JREAP capabilities.
If you want to find out any more about the Leidos Toolset or find out how our specialists can help you
please visit Stand 14 at IDLS 2019 or contact our Technical Sales Manager Kevin Halford on
Kevin.a.halford@leidos.com or +44 (0) 1489 568661.

Corporate Membership
We are pleased to announce that Aeronix, Cobham Antenna Systems and Viasat have renewed their
Corporate membership.

For more information about becoming a Corporate Member of IDLSoc please click here.
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Events Diary
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Date/Time

Organisation &
Location

Description

09 Sep 19

US Chapter Meeting
MITRE Tysons Corner,
McLean Virginia, USA

A DoD CIO Link 16/TDL Working Group.
More details will follow in later newsletters, and the
US Chapter area of the IDLSoc webpage.

12 Sep 19

Swedish Chapter Meeting
FLSC, Department for
Defence and Security,
Systems Technology,
Stockholm

The agenda for the evening contains briefings on
FLSC simulation systems and what goes on in the
near future. Meeting will start at 1700.

18 Sep 19

UK Chapter Meeting
RAF High Wycombe

Registration and further information can be found on
the UK Chapter page on the IDLSoc Website.

28 Oct 19

IDLSoc Training Day
EICC, Edinburgh, Scotland

The 2019 Training Day to be held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.

24, 25, 28 Oct 19

IDLSoc Masterclass
EICC, Edinburgh, Scotland

The 2019 Masterclass will be held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.

29-31 Oct 19

IDLS2019
EICC, Edinburgh, Scotland

For the latest information please visit
www.idls2019.com

31 Oct 19

Annual Meeting of Members The Annual Meeting of Members will take place on
Edinburgh, Scotland
the last day of IDLS2019.

11 Nov 19

TDL Interoperability Summit The Australian TDL Interoperability Summit will be
NCCC Canberra, Canberra,
held prior to MilCIS 2019 at the National Convention
Australia
Centre Canberra (NCCC) from 08:30 to 17:00. The
agenda will consist of Defence and Industry Briefings
and Networking opportunities.
For the latest information, please visit the AS/NZ
Chapter website here.

08-19 Jun 20

Timber Express
Schleswig Air Base,
Germany

More information to follow.

23-26 Mar 20

23rd NTDLS 2020
Calpe, Spain

The NTDLS Support Staff has received planning
permission for the 23rd NTDLS in Calpe, Spain from
23 to 26 March 2020.

23-29 Oct 20

IDLS2020
Herning, Denmark

More information to follow

